453 


CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


lume  190 


NOVEMBER  16,  1968 


No.  4631 


Helping  Exporters 

BOARD  OF  TRADE'S  NEW  SCHEME 

*f  export  representatives  scheme  is  being  developed  by  the  Board  of 
ide  to  help  manufacturers  of  complementary  products  to  form  groups 
i  set  up  joint  sales  units  overseas. 

Chemical  Industries 

TRAINING  BOARD'S  LEVY  APPROVED 


he  idea  behind  the  scheme  is  to  help 
nufacturers  to  set  up  a  marketing 
anisation  in  areas  where  they  can- 
find  suitable  agents  or  are  poorly 
ed  by  existing  agents  and  where, 
individual  companies,  the  appoint- 
lit  of  a  direct  representative  or  the 
liblishment  of  a  sales  office  would 
be  an  economic  proposition. 
)erimental  groups  are  about  to  be 
ed  and,  to  assist  the  Board  of 
de  at  this  stage  Mr.  D.  H.  Carter 
mer  chairman,  Mond  division, 
)erial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd.,  has 
n  appointed  as  adviser. 

Tesco  Pharmacies 

ARTMENT  "MAY  SOON  BE  OPENED" 

E  Tesco  organisation  may  soon  be 
ning  a  pharmacy  department  in  one 
their  "Crawley-style  superstores" 
3rding  to  the  company's  assistant 
laging  director  (Mr.  J.  Maclaurin). 
told  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  on 
/ember  13  it  was  envisaged  that 
en    to    twenty    "superstores"  of 

000  sq.  ft.  in  area  would  be  opened 

1  year  and  that  goods  offered  would 
all-embracing.      Mr.  Maclaurin 

ssed  that  the  company  did  not 
nd  to  enter  in  "wholesale  cut-pric- 
of  pharmacy  products — they  sold 
ly  items  at  common  prices  in  their 
ps.  He  also  said  that  they  Tesco 
ly  be  carrying  out  some  experiments 
he  near  future." 

Toilet  Tissue  Sales 

MISTS'  SHARE  "NOW  6  PER  CENT." 

CE  1966  sales  of  toilet  tissue 
)ugh  chemists  have  fallen  by  1  per 
.  leaving  them  with  a  6-per-cent. 
:e  of  the  market,  states  a  report  in 
«7  Business  (128)  by  the  Econo- 
t  Intelligence  unit.  Grocers  and 
^rmarkets  now  hold  80  per  cent,  of 

market,  the  value  being  £19  mil- 
,  the  report  adds.  On  prices  it  says  : 
my  chemists,  even  in  the  face  of 
petition  .  .  .  have  refused  to  adopt 
e  cutting  and  continue  to  charge  a 
•mmended  price  where  applicable. 
Itiple  chemists  have  circumvented 
|essional  structures  on  price-cutting 

•elling  their  own  brands." 


PROPOSALS  for  the  first  training 
levy  of  the  Chemical  and  Allied  Pro- 
ducts Industry  Training  Board  (see 
C.  ct  D.,  August  24,  p.  158),  have  been 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Employment  and  Productivity  (Mrs. 
Barbara  Castle).  The  Industrial  Train- 
ing Levy  (Chemical  and  Allied  Pro- 
ducts) Order,  1968  (H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  price  Is.)  provides  for  a  levy 
of  0'8  per  cent,  of  the  payroll  of  em- 
ployers within  the  scope  of  the  Board 
in  the  year  ended  April  5,  1968.  Notices 
will  go  out  in  the  next  two  weeks 
requesting  payment  of  the  levy  in  two 
instalments — (3'3  per  cent,  in  one  month 
and  0  5  per  cent,  in  five  months  from 
date  of  the  notice.  Special  provision 
is  made  for  companies  paying  £5,000  to 
£15,000,  companies  paying  less  than 
£5,000  are  exempted.  Provision  is  made 
for  appeal  against  assessment. 

Premium  Offers 

POTENTIAL  PRODUCTS  ON  SHOW 

MANUFACTURERS'  products  that 
might  be  used  for  premium  offers, 
dealer  promotions,  etc.,  were  shown  at 
an  Incentive  Marketing  and  Premium 


LABORArORIES  VISIIED  DURING  ROYAL 
TOUR:  The  Queen  inkpects  a  pack  of  Well- 
covax,  the  British  strain  of  measles  vaccine, 
on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to  Lahoratorios 
Burroughs  Wellcome  do  Brasil,  S.A.,  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil,  on  November  7,  as  part  of  the 
Royal  Tour  of  South  America.  Showing  the 
vaccine  to  her  is  Sir  Michael  Perrin,  C.B.E. 
(chairman  of  the  Wellcome  Foundation,  Ltd.). 

Exhibition  held  at  the  New  Horti- 
cultural Hall,  London,  November  12-14. 
Though  some  of  the  products  were 
specially  made  for  the  premium  mar- 
ket, most  were  well  known  branded 
items.  Photographic  and  electrical 
manufacturers  were  well  represented. 
About  seventy-five  exhibitors  took  part. 


NOT  THE  WAY  THINGS  USED  TO  BE:  Three  former  employees  of  BDH  Chemicals.  Ltd., 
Poole,  Dorset,  each  of  whom  retired  after  fifty  years'  service  with  the  company,  find  changes 
when,  with  other  retired  staff,  they  spend  a  day  visiting  the  company's  West  Qna.v  Road  and 
Broom  Road  departments.  In  the  picture  are  Messrs.  F.  Mayo  (a  former  transport  supervisor), 
L.  Kimsey  (formerly  a  shift  chemist)  and  G.  Harrison  (formerly  export  accounts  manager). 
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SCOTTISH  NEWS 
Methedrine  Injection 

SUPPLIES  FOR  PRACTITIONERS 

THE  Scottish  Home  and  Health  De- 
partment has  informed  general  medical 
and  dental  practitioners  that  if  they  re- 
quire injectable  methylamphetamine 
(Methedrine)  for  use  in  their  practice 
(for  example  in  some  cases  after  an 
anaesthetic),  they  will  be  able  to  ob- 
tain it  from  a  hospital  pharmacy  (see 
C.  &  D..  October  4,  p.  321).  In  Scot- 
land a  limited  number  of  hospitals  in 
each  region  will  be  able  to  meet  de- 
mands and  practitioners  will  be  noti- 
fied in  due  course  which  they  are.  In 
the  meantime,  any  hospital  carrying  a 
supply  will  meet  the  appropriate  needs 
of  any  practitioner  free  of  charge. 
Supply  has  been  limited  to  six  am- 
poules in  any  one  month  and  any 
practitioner  requiring  more  must  in- 
form the  Department's  chief  medical 
officer.  Arrangements  for  supply  of 
methyl  phenidate     injection  (Ritalin), 


THE  third  annual  report  on  the  Scot- 
tish drug-testing  scheme,  for  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Bri- 
tain acts  as  agent  of  the  Scottish  Home 
and  Health  Department,  records  that 
during  the  year  ended  June  1968  a 
total  of  749  samples  were  received  for 
testing.  Four  samples  that  were  the 
subject  of  adverse  reports  and  fifteen 
containers  not  considered  entirely 
satisfactory  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  appropriate  Executive  Council. 

Labelling  of  containers  was  con- 
sidered generally  satisfactory  but  the 
increasing  use  of  plastic  containers 
posed  a  problem  because  normal  ad- 
hesives  do  not  stick  to  the  plastic. 
Seventy-three  prescriptions  were  en- 
dorsed "N.P."  and  in  all  but  three 
instances  the  pharmacist  had  complied 
with  the  request.  In  ten  samples  the 
label  had  been  marked  with  the  name 
of  the  preparation  though  the  pre- 
scriptions were  not  marked  "N.P."  Ad- 
verse comments  on  containers  included 
the  dispensing  of  foil-wrapped  sup- 
positories in  a  paper  bag  with  the  only 
instructions  on  the  bag.  Clear-glass  and 
clear-plastic  containers  were  used  for 
dispensing  tablets  that  should  be  pro- 
tected from  light  and  the  supply  of 
which  would  last  for  seven  weeks. 

Products  Found  Deficient 

Adverse  reports  on  samples  referred 
to  a  proprietary  linctus  26  per  cent, 
deficient  in  ascorbic  acid  (the  manu- 
facturers intended  to  increase  the 
overage);  an  extemporaneous  mixture 
prepared  to  a  medical  prescription  was 
42  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphorated 
tincture  of  opium;  tablets  of  pheno- 
barbitone  and  theobromine  labelled 
"One  three  times  a  day"  when  "i.b.d." 
was  directed;  thirty  Maxolon  tablets 
dispensed  when  forty  were  prescribed. 

A  sample  of  proprietary  tablets  that 
did  not  disintegrate  in  three  hours  con- 
tained individual  tablets  varying  up 
to  19  per  cent,  from  the  average  weight. 
As   the   tablets  were   not   official  no 


which  the  makers  also  intend  to  re- 
strict to  hospitals,  will  be  notified  in 
due  course  (see  C.  &  D.,  October  12, 
p.  350). 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Supplementary  Budget 

HIGHER  POSTAL  CHARGES 

HIGHER  postal  charges  and  an  in- 
crease in  wholesale  tax  from  5  to  10 
per  cent,  from  January  1,  1969,  are 
among  measures  that  were  introduced 
in  the  supplementary  budget  on  Nov- 
ember 4.  Increased  taxes  were  needed 
to  meet  additional  Government  expen- 
diture of  £18j  million  (including  an 
estimated  £2m.  on  health)  and  to  com- 
bat rising  imports.  Postal  increases 
include  a  penny  on  the  5d.  rate  for 
letters  and  on  the  3d.  rate  for  post- 
cards, printed  papers,  newspapers,  etc. 
Inland  parcel  rates  go  up  by  amounts 
ranging  from  sixpence  to  2s.  6d., 
according  to  weight.  Up,  too,  go 
foreign  letter  and  parcel  charges  and 


formal  action  was  taken  but  the  phar- 
macist and  the  manufacturer  were  in- 
formed. Syrup  Actified  was  supplied  in 
place  of  the  Pertussa  prescribed.  The 
pharmacist  had  endorsed  the  prescrip- 
tion after  telephoning  the  doctor  con- 
cerned but  had  also  altered  the  daily 
dosage  and  there  was  no  endorsement 
to  that  effect.  In  eleven  prescriptions 
for  tablets  or  capsules  more  than  the 
number  prescribed  was  supplied  and 
in  nine  there  were  deficiencies. 

The  laboratories  also  examine  in- 
formally samples  submitted  by  pharma- 
cists and  others  to  supplement  infor- 
mation obtained  in  the  revision  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Codex.  Samples 
are  also  obtained  from  retail  shelf 
stocks  when  there  is  reason  to  investi- 
gate the  possibility  of  deterioration  of 
particular  preparations.  That  arrange- 
ment does  not  form  part  of  the  drug- 
testing  scheme  under  the  National 
Health  Service.  During  the  year  230 
informal  samples  were  examined,  only 
nine  of  them  at  the  request  of  the 
pharmacist.  Seventeen  samples  of  cas- 
cara  tablets  were  assayed  for  cascaro- 
side  and  glycoside  contents.  No  stan- 
dard exists  for  that  preparation  at 
present  and  the  results  obtained  indi- 
cated a  wide  variation  in  composition. 
A  number  of  samples  of  galenicals 
from  old  stock  were  examined  and 
found  to  comply  with  the  specifications. 
Many  samples  of  products  in  retail 
stocks  were  examined  microbiologically 
to  provide  information  for  the  Science 
Committee  (Pharmaceutics)  in  its  study 
of  microbiological  contamination  of 
medical  products. 

A  comparison  with  previous  years 
is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Faulty — 

Discrepancy 

Total 

Adverse 

no  formal 

in 

samples 

reports 

action 

quantity* 

1965-66 

978 

6 

4 

22 

1966-67 

973 

7 

7 

30 

1967-68 

749 

4 

4 

21 

*MainIy  tablets  arxd  capsules. 


poundages     for     postal     and    mont  , 
orders.   Local   calls   from  subscriber 
telephones  go  up  by  one  penny. 

Illegal  Poisons  Sales 

TWO  OFFENDERS  IN  COURT 

A  PHARMACIST,  Andrew  V.  Tull 
Castlerea,  co.  Roscommon  was  ordel 
ed  to  pay  a  total  of  £21  10s.  when  l| 
pleaded  guilty  at  Ballinasloe  court  ci 
November  6  to  selling  a  preparatici 
containing  a  Part  I  poison  without  ri 
quiring  the  purchaser  to  sign  the  regi[ 
ter.  The  product  had  been  sold  to  at 
Aughrim.  co.  Galway,  general  me| 
chant,  Michael  Dowd,  on  May  6.  Sol) 
citor  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  t 
Ireland  said  that  the  Society's  inspe>; 
tor  had  obtained  the  original  receip 
given  to  the  merchant.  It  was  clear  th; 
the  defendant  had  supplied  to  M 
Dowd  a  substantial  quantity  of  pr 
parations  that  he  was  strictly  pnl 
hibited  by  law  from  selling.  If  the^ 
were  no  suppliers  of  such  preparatioi! 
to  unqualified  people  there  could  1| 
no  unauthorised  sales.  Mr.  TuUy  wil( 
selling  the  goods  at  cut  prices  to  F 
person  who,  he  knew  perfectly  we!  | 
was  not  entitled  to  sell  them.  At  tt  ' 
same  court  Michael  Keary,  groce  j 
Aughrim,  co.  Galway.  pleaded  guil  1 
to  selling,  without  being  a  qualifif;] 
person,  a  cough  mixture  containii  ! 
the  scheduled  poison  codeine.  He  w  I 
fined  10s.  and  ordered  to  pay  £5  L'  j 
5d.  expenses  and  £5  5s.  costs.  Tl.i 
justice  applied  the  Probation  Act  '! 
respect  of  another  summons  arisiifj 
out  of  the  same  transaction.  j ! 

"Hardship"  Dispensing! 

"THROUGH   CHEMISTS,"   SAYS  COUNcjl 

PHARMACEUTICAL  services  for  tiji 
lower-income    group    should    be   prj ; 
vided  through  pharmacists  and,  whe 
feasible,    through    those  already 
business.   That   is   the  opinion  givi 
given  by  Comhairle  Siainie  Ndisian 
(National     Health    Council)  in 
recently  published  report  on  the  yea 
ended  March  31,  1967,  and  March  3 
1968.  The  Council  was  set  up  to  advi 
the  Minister  for  Health.  In  considerii 
the  White  Paper  proposals  for  provi 
ing  a  pharmaceutical  service  for  t 
lower-income   group,  it  says,   it  w 
accepted  that,  in  view  of  the  varie 
of  drugs  on  the  market  and  the  cot  | 
plexity  of  laws  and  regulations  govei!  1 
ing  their  sale,  the  pharmacist  should  j  j 
their  supplier.  To  expect  doctors 
provide    drugs,    as    many  dispensa 
doctors   now   did,   was  unreasonab 
Between  the  Minister  and  the  profi 
sion  a  not  too  costly  scheme  might 
worked  out  that  would  be  more  eff« 
tive  than  present  arrangements.  Ht 
received  from  a  memorandum  by  N 
R.   I.   Power  (a  member  of  Counc 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland) 
acknowledged.  The  Minister  is  reco: 
mended  to  examine  central  purchasi 
with  a  view  to  preparing  a  natioi 
and  costed  formulary  and  so  reduci 
drug  costs,  to  the  community's  bene 
Proposed  free  choice  of  doctor  is  £ 
proved  wherever  possible,  as  are  1 
proposals  for  regionalisation.  The  pi 
lication    (price    Is.   9d.)    is  availal 
from    the    Government  Publicati 
Sales  Office,  G.P.O.  Arcade,  Dublin, 


SCOTTISH  DRUG-TESTING  SCHEME 

Four  adverse  reports  on  749  samples  in  1967-68 
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IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Tickets  for  the  annual  Pharma- 
ceutical Benevolent  Fund  dance, 
Gresham  hotel.  Dublin,  December  3, 
are  now  available,  price  £2  2s.  each 
from  committee  members  Mr.  Walter 
M.  Costello,  Miss  Elizabeth  Smyth, 
Miss  Una  O'Connor  or  Mr.  Kevin 
Banks. 

THE  NORTH 

Prescriptions  dispensed  in  North- 
ern Ireland  during  August  numbered 
681,226  (449,992  forms).  Total  cost  was 
£487,051,  an  average  of  17r59d.  per 
prescription. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

A  NEW  plan  for  the  Covent  Garden 
area  of  London  when  the  market  leaves 
in  1972  envisages  between  i-j  million 
sq.  ft.  of  new  shops  of  all  kinds,  and 
a  purpose-built  conference  centre  for 
up  to  4,000  delegates. 

The  Carcinogenic  Action  of  Mineral 
Oils:  a  Chemical  and  Biological  Study 
by  the  M.R.C.  Carcinogenic  Action  of 
Mineral  Oils  Committee  has  been  pub- 
lished (price  40s.  postage  Is.)  by  H.M. 
Stationery  Office. 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd., 
are  paying  their  55,000  craftsmen  and 
general  workers  wage  increases  of  4-7 
per  cent,  from  November  25,  with 
higher  percentage  increases  for  6,000 
women  in  order  to  help  them  towards 
equal  pay. 

The  Distributive  Industry  Training 
Board  is  advertising  the  post  of  direc- 
tor at  a  salary  of  "not  less  than 
£6,500  per  annum."  It  seeks  a  person 
with  "administrative  experience  and 
ability  of  a  high  order"  who  is  con- 
vinced of  the  economic  value  of  train- 
[ing. 

1  The  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturers 
Association  (New  Zealand),  Inc.,  is  the 
new  title  assumed  by  the  New  Zealand 
Ethical  Pharmaceuticals  Association, 
Inc.  The  address  is  also  changed  to 
Second  Floor,  National  Bank  Cham- 
bers, Courtenay  Place,  Wellington,  New 
Zealand.  P.O.  Box  9416,  Courtenay 
Place. 

At  least  1,500  amphetamine-type 
tablets  and  capsules  were  stolen  dur- 
ing the  night  of  November  8  from  the 
pharmacy  of  Doherty  &  Lancaster, 
672  Halifax  Road,  Bradford,  Yorks. 
The  theft  was  the  second  of  its  kind  in 
the  town  in  a  week,  the  premises  of 
E.  &  M.  Hazlehurst,  88  Toller  Lane, 
having  been  entered  and  1,000  Cabritral 
capsules,  1,000  dexamphetamines  and 
1,(300  Valium  tablets  taken  a  few  days 
earlier. 

Overseas  visitors  to  Interplas — the 
|1969  International   Plastics  Exhibition 
'or  Europe,  at  Olympia,  London,  lune 
|18-27,  1969 — will  have  the  opportunity 
to  take  part  in  specially  organised  con- 
lucted  tours  of  plants  and  factories  of 
the  British  plastics  industry.  Prospective 
isitors  to  the  exhibition  who  wish  to 
:ake  part  in  the  tours  are  being  invited 
■0  apply  to  Independent  Trade  Missions, 
'  td.,  25  Queen  Anne"s  Gate,  London, 
W.l,  indicating  their  spheres  of  in- 
erest. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Extreme  reluctance 

Reports  of  the  meeting  of  Pharmaceutical  Committee  representatives 
on  November  .3  highlight  the  difficulties  of  reaching  agreement  over  the 
terms  for  a  pharmaceutical  service.  The  factors  concerned  with  remunera- 
tion are  extremely  involved,  and  negotiation  demands  the  utmost  patience 
on  both  sides.  I  have  a  large  measure  of  sympathy  for  our  own  negotiating 
body.  The  meeting  has,  albeit  reluctantly,  overwhelmingly  decided  to 
accept  what  has  been  described  by  the  Minister  of  Health  as  a  "package" 
offer.  Despite  the  efforts  of  Mr.  G.  T.  M.  David  (chairman  of  the  Central 
N.H.S.  [Chemist  Contractors]  Committee)  to  explain  and  to  justify  a  recom- 
mendation to  accept  the  terms  offered,  I  was  left  with  some  doubts.  Mr. 
David  stated,  in  his  opening  remarks,  that  the  report  of  the  arbiters  in 
Scotland,  published  in  October  1967.  had  been  a  disappointing  document, 
not  only  for  the  Scottish  chemists  but  for  pharmacy  generally.  In  August 
of  this  year  (ten  months  later),  terms  were  offered  in  England  that  were 
unacceptable  to  our  representatives,  who  then  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
agree  to  arbitration.  Mr.  David  told  the  meeting:  "I  was  surprised  and 
suspicious.  We  had  all  thought  that  we  would  have  to  fight  hard  to  get 
arbitration,  and  this  easy  capitulation  by  the  Ministry  made  us  uneasy. 
We  thought  that  it  could  only  mean  that  the  Ministry  was  sure  of 
success  ....  We  thought  that  any  arbitrator  would  have  to  have  regard  to 
the  Scottish  award."  He  later  remarked  that  his  reasons  for  not  wanting 
arbitration  were  that  he  did  not  want  to  see  established  a  formula  that 
would  be  to  contractors'  disadvantage.  The  decision  may  have  been  the 
right  one,  but  the  reasoning  appears  suspect.  What  had  happened  in 
Scotland  was  known  to  the  negotiating  committee  at  the  time  it  asked  for 
arbitration.  If  the  Ministry  had  been  so  sure  of  success  at  the  hands  of 
an  arbiter,  why  then  did  they  amend  the  unacceptable  figures  of  August  24 
in  our  favour  at  a  later  date? 

Arbitration 

The  decision  not  to  seek  arbitration  may,  as  I  have  said,  have  been  the 
correct  one,  but  Mr.  David's  reasoning  has  not  convinced  me.  His  reasons 
for  not  wanting  arbitration,  he  said,  were  that  he  did  not  want  to  see  estab- 
lished a  formula  that  would  be  to  their  disadvantage.  Why,  then,  was  it 
requested?  And  while,  as  the  speaker  said,  the  ready  acceptance  of  arbitra- 
tion by  the  Ministry  was  regarded  with  suspicion  by  his  committee  on  the 
grounds  that  it  could  only  mean  that  the  Ministry  was  sure  of  success, 
what  impression  must  be  left  on  the  Ministry  by  the  decision  not  to  follow 
up  the  offer?  I  was  interested  in  your  editorial  reference  to  the  situation 
in  Scotland  (p.  441).  I  question  the  wisdom  of  public  comparison  of  two 
entirely  different  sets  of  circumstances,  and  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  doing 
so  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary  of  the  Scottish  body  who,  so  far  as 
the  reports  suggest,  was  given  no  opportunity  for  comment.  One  is  left 
with  the  conclusion,  reluctantly,  that  the  material  case  for  the  contractors 
is  not  yet  complete. 

Intangibles 

The  plea  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Kerr  for  new  arguments  was  sensible.  The  old 
saw  about  the  onlooker  seeing  most  of  the  game  may  not  be  inapplicable 
in  the  case,  for  members  of  committees  can  become  bogged  down  in  a 
mass  of  actuarial  detail.  Mr.  Kerr's  suggestion  that  there  were  arguments 
in  terms  of  responsibility  is  one  for  exploration.  Has  it  been  sufficiently 
argued  that  the  position  of  the  pharmacist  is  one  of  final  responsibility? 
The  prescriber  may,  and  not  infrequently  does,  issue  prescriptions  that 
are  incomplete  or  lacking  in  accuracy  in  the  matter  of  strength,  dosage  or 
presentation.  The  pharmacist  occupies  the  position  of  holding  the  last 
ditch.  From  the  moment  the  medicine  leaves  his  hands,  there  is  no  further 
check  on  the  accuracy  of  the  medicine  or  the  directions  as  to  taking.  The 
doctor  has  come  to  take  it  for  granted  that  between  him  and  the  patient 
there  stands  a  lynx-eyed  professional  man  to  ensure  that  his  intentions, 
however  expressed,  are  carried  out  to  the  letter. 
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Help  in  Selling  Veterinary  Products 

GROUP  SPEAKERS'  OFFER  AT  CAMBRIDGE 


THE  exf)ertise,  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  selling  agricultural  and  veterin- 
ary products  were  available  on  request. 
Members  of  the  Cambridge.  Hunting- 
don and  District  Branch  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  were  given  that 
information  on  November  11.  when 
the  Branch  held  a  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Society's  Agricultural  and 
Veterinary  Group. 

There  were  three  speakers.  Messrs. 
G.  H.  MacDonald  (Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.);  S.  Bootland  (I.C.I,  animal 
health  division)  and  W.  P.  B.  Phillpots, 
who  is  in  retail  practice  at  Stony 
Stratford,  Bucks. 

Mr.  MacDonald  referred  to  the  dis- 
tribution policies  of  manufacturers  of 
veterinary  products.  Of  thirty-three 
manufacturer  members  of  the  animal 
health  division  of  the  Associated 
British  Pharmaceutical  Institute,  none 
restricted  their  products  to  pharmacies, 
twenty-two  supplied  veterinary  sur- 
geons, agricultural  merchants,  corn 
chandlers  and  various  other  outlets.  Of 
eleven  companies  supplying  only  to  the 
veterinary  profession  several  did  so 
because  their  range  was  confined  to 
antibiotics  or  scheduled  sex  hormones. 

Three  of  the  thirty-three  did  not 
make  their  products  available  to  phar- 
macists. Outside  the  A. B.P.I,  there 
were,  perhaps,  twelve  manufacturers 
who  sold  direct  to  farmers,  rarely  to 
veterinary  surgeons  and  occasionally  to 
chemists.  About  2,00()  pharmaceutical 
products  reached  the  British  farmer.  Of 
that  total  1,100  could  be  bought  on  the 
open  market  as  well  as  from  veterinary 
surgeons.  About  900  products  were  re- 
stricted to  the  veterinary  profession 
either  by  law  or  by  the  manufacturers' 
policy. 

Manufacturers  went  beyond  pharma- 
cists for  the  distribution  of  safe  widely 
used  products  because  otherwise  theie 
were  insufficient  distribution  points  in 
the  United  Kingdom  to  enable  the 
farmer  to  have  ready  access  to  them. 
There  were  neither  enough  veterinary 
surgeons  nor  enough  actively  interested 
pharmacists  to  meet  the  current  situa- 
tion. 

Probably  2,500  agricultural  merchants 
were  actively  supplying  the  farmer.  The 
Medicines  Act  would  give  local  author- 
ities the  right  to  inspect  the  premises 
of  merchants  and  that  might  be  to  the 
pharmacists'  advantage. 

Poteutial  Market 

Mr.  BoorLAND  emphasised  the  size 
of  the  market  that  was  available  to 
chemists  if  they  would  take  an  interest 
in  agricultural  and  veterinary  products. 
He  said  the  average  retail  turnover  in 
the  area  represented  at  the  meeting  was 
about  £393  i>er  week.  The  animal  popu- 
lation in  the  U.K.  consisted  of  125 
million  cattle,  33'0  m.  sheep;  12-0  m. 
pigs;  72'5  m.  laying  poultry  and  230  m. 
broilers.  The  East  Anglian  shares  of 
those  figures  were:  cattle  05  million, 
sheep  0-4  m.;  pigs  2'0  m.,  laying  poultry 
120  m.  and  broilers  36  0  m.  The  animal 
health  market  in  the  U.K.  was  worth 
approximately  £28'3  million  at  retail 


prices.  Of  that  figure  East  Anglia's 
proportion  amounted  to  £3  m.  The  U.K. 
domestic  horticulture  market  totalled 
around  £70  m.,  the  East  Anglia  share 
being  £1  m.  The  respective  figures  for 
crop  protection  were,  £20  m.  and 
£25  m.,  whilst  the  domestic  pet-pro- 
duct market  was  £60  m.  (East  Anglia 
share  f  1  m.).  He  doubted  if  there  were 
eighty  retail  pharmacists  in  the  South 
of  England  who  were  really  active  in 
the  agricultural  and  veterinary  mar- 
ket. There  were  a  number  of  questions 
pharmacists  in  retail  practice  should  be 
asking,  the  first  being  "What  is  my 
selling  area?"  The  usual  answer,  so  far 
as  agricultural  and  veterinary  pro- 
ducts were  concerned,  was  a  radius  of 
15  miles  giving  sales  potential  of  at 
least  £60,000  a  year.  Next  question  was 
"Where  is  the  potential  market?"  That 
could  be  ascertained  without  physically 
visiting  every  farm.  One  needed  to  know 
the  number  and  tyf>e  of  livestock  in  the 
area,  the  acreage  and  type  of  crop,  the 
population  and  number  of  houses.  The 
sterling  potential  could  be  based  on 
the  fact  that,  in  an  average  year,  a 
farmer  would  spend  in  agricultural 
and  veterinary  products  IDs.  per  sheep, 
5s.  per  pig,  22s.  per  unit  of  beef  cattle 
and  Is.  on  each  head  of  poultry.  The 
future  potential  of  an  area  also  needed 
to  be  assessed.  Main  areas  of  popula- 
tion would  be  in  London  and  the  North 
Midlands.  That  indicated  an  excellent 
future  for  East  Anglia.  However,  the 
most  important  investment  the  pharma- 
cist  could   make   was   in  knowledge. 

Retailer's  View 

Giving  the  retailer's  point  of  view, 
Mr.  Phillpots  declared  that  entering 
the  agricultural  and  veterinary  field 
was  a  "natural"  method  of  expansion 
by  the  pharmacist  of  his  traditional 
business  and  his  special  knowledge. 

He  advised  those  who  were  consider- 
ing expanding  in  that  way  to  co- 
operate, and  not  compete,  with  the  local 
veterinary  surgeon;  and  to  contact  the 
appropriate  companies  and  their  repre- 
sentatives. It  was  essential  to  find  a 
source  for  the  "one  ofl""  to  avoid  spe- 
cial handling  and  invoice  charges.  Mr. 
Phillpots  stressed  the  need  to  start 
right  with  an  accounting  system  espe- 
cially to  ensure  a  good  method  of 
credit  control.  He  felt  there  was  need 
for  business  management  courses  for 
pharmacists.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
attend  veterinary  courses,  such  as  had 
been  arranged  at  Sunderland  recently, 
and  also  to  think  in  terms  of  a  lower- 
than-usual  gross  profit,  but  he  had 
found  that  news  of  available  know- 
ledge, interest  and  exjjertise  spread 
quickly  among  the  farming  community, 
where  "specialists  usually  sought  spe- 
cialists". He  invited  any  pharmacist 
who  was  seriously  contemplating  ex- 
panding as  he  had  done  to  visit  his 
pharmacy,  see  all  there  was  to  see  and 
ask  questions.  A  pharmacist  who  had 
taken  advantage  of  that  offer  in  May 
had  recently  written  to  him  expressing 
thanks  for  the  help  given  and  report- 
ing that,  with  the  help  of  his  wife,  he 


had,  in  the  few  intervening  months,' 
gained  a  guaranteed  extra  turnover  of 
£10,000  a  year. 

Future  Courses  1 

Asked  about  possible  future  courses! 
Mr.  Bootland  said  the  group  hoped! 
to  institute  a  course  on  crop  protection! 
during  the  summer  of  1969  and  it  was! 
possible  there  would  be  one  oni 
domestic  horticulture. 

Mr.  Phillpots  told  a  questioner  he| 
would  be  happy  now  if  his  gross  profit  i 
worked  out  at  20  5  per  cent.,  though  atj 
the  moment  he  was  "too  big"  to  pro- 1 
vide  a  good  guide  for  the  beginner.  [ 

Mr.  Bootland  suggested  that,  on  a| 
£10,000  annual  turnover,  26-27  5  perl 
cent,  could  be  expected  from  animal] 
health  products,  20-22  5  per  cent,  onj 
crop    products,    and    that    a  "goodi 
mixed"  business  would  yield  25  i>er{ 
cent.  He  told  another  member  that,  if 
the  stock  were  turned  over  five  times  aj 
year  "you  make  no  money."  If,  how-j 
ever,  that  figure  were  increased  eight} 
times,  a  profit  was  achieved.  The  trouble]) 
was  that  few  pharmacists  were  "stock-ji 
control  minded."  When  a  member  said; 
he  had  had  difficulty  in  getting  repre- 
sentatives to  call.  Mr.  Bootland  assur-  ■ 
ed  him  that  the  three  companies  repre-j 
sented  at  the  top  table  would  make; 
sure  he  was  visited  within  the  next! 
fortnight.  There  was  some  discussion j. 
about  cut  prices  offered  by  itinerantr 
salesmen.  Mr.  MacDonald  pointed  out 
that  the  Medicines  Act  might  well  endl 
that  problem,  since  the  itinerant  sales-lj 
man  did  not  generally  have  satisfac- 
tory storage   arrangements  for  medi- 
cines. The  potential  of  the  domestic 
garden   market,   Mr.    Bootland  told 
another  questioner,  totalled  £70  m.  Mr. 
Phillpots  said  that  in  Stony  Stratford 
there  were  a  number  of  outlets  offering 
domestic    garden    products,    and  his 
company,  therefore,  had  not  been  really 
active  in  that  field.  In  another  locality 
they  had  had  "£3.000  of  such  business 
thrust    upon    us."    Mr.  Bootland 
stressed  that  too  much  of  that  business 
was  going  to  the  ironmonger.  It  would 
take  a  pharmacist  only  three  weeks  of 
study  to  get  "all  genned  up."  and  the 
market  was  one  free  of  price  cutting. 

Mr.  Philpotts  said  he  allowed  a 
maximum  of  2j  months'  credit.  He 
again  stressed  the  need  for  good  busi- 
ness management.  Mr.  Keith  Jenkins, 
Bovingdon,  Herts,  declared  that  it 
was  easy  to  achieve  a  turnover  of 
£10,000  in  agriculture  and  veterinary 
products.  Any  pharmacist  with  a 
viable  business  could  start  with  a  small 
stock  "and  grow."  Those  who  were 
interested  should  get  in  touch  with  the 
five  or  six  main  companies  in  the 
industry  and  with  other  members  of 
the  group.  "We  can  help  with  advice, 
basic  buying  and  sources  of  supply." 
The  chemist  coming  into  the  business 
should  concentrate  first  on  the  fiv 
miles  around  him.  "Let  the  farmers 
come  in  and  find  that  you  can  help 
them.  When  the  turnover  reaches 
£10,000  you  will  have  to  pay  foi 
another  man." 
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Signposts  to  the  Future 

PRESIDENT  ADDRESSES  GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  BRANCH 

WHAT  I  want  the  pharmacist  to  be 
IS  a  reasonably  prosperous  professional 
man,  and  recognised  as  such  by  the 
community.  I  reject  entirely  a  future 
which  oHers  the  pharmacist  the  alterna- 
tive of  being  either  a  prosperous  trades- 
man or  an  impecunious  professional 
man."  So  said  the  president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  Albert 
HowELLS)  addressing  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Branch  of  the 
Society,  at  Lochgilphead,  Argyllshire, 
recently.  "I  have  no  doubt,"  he  con- 
tinued, "that  the  vast  majority  of  prac- 
tising pharmacists  demand  with  me 
|a  just  financial  reward  for  professional 
Dractice." 

The  new  Medicines  Act,  said  the 
president,  fairly  reflected  the  tone  ol 
:he  earlier  White  Paper  on  the  Health 
Jervices,  which  had  described  a  phar- 
nacist  as  being  "specially  qualified  to 
jxercise  a  proper  professional  discre- 
ion  over  the  sale  and  supply  of  drugs 

0  the  public."  Pharmacists  must  seek 
|o  persuade  the  public  that  they  were 
ntitled  to  the  pharmacist's  advice  on 
ill  medicines  (including  those  on  the 
teneral  sale  list).  It  was  not  unrea- 
pnable  for  the  public,  "who  after  all 
laid  for  the  pharmacist's  training,"  to 
pok  for  a  return  on  their  investment : 
[Their  dividend  comes  in  the  form 
If  a  professional  service  in  medicines." 

1  was  a  dividend  they  would  be  well 
Idvised  to  insist  upon  —  for  their 
Iwn  safety. 

I  All  pharmacists  must  strive  to  pub- 
cise  the  fact  that  professional  advice 
in  medicines  was  always  available  in 
jie  pharmacy,  and  to  promote  that 
prvice  by  a  clear  demonstration  of 
rofessional  supervision  in  the  phar- 
lacy.  The  pharmacist-patient  relation- 
ip  would  become  all  the  more  im- 
irtant  with  the  advent  of  computerised 
ledical  practice. 

lealth  Centres 

iTurning  to  another  signpost  —  the 
lealth    Services    and    Public  Health 
pt,  the  president  reiterated  the  warn- 
i  of  his  predecessor  (Mr.  Aldington), 
at  any  health-centre  plans  that  did 
It  allow  for  the  continued  economic 
pbility   of    the    nation's  pharmacies 
lis  contrary   to   the   public  interest, 
lose  words  had  attracted  some  sym- 
Ithy  in  Whitehall.  Mr.  Julian  Snow 
larliamentary  Secretary  of  the  [then] 
■nistry  of  Health)  had  said:   "I  do 
It  disagree  with   the  view  that  the 
lerests  of  the  public  can  often  best 
I  served  by  the  traditional  retail  phar- 
Icist.  It  is  an  extremely  fine  form 
I  retail  distribution  which  serves  the 
ibiic    well.    Pharmaceutical  services 
^uld  be  provided  at  a  health  centre 
ly  when  those  needs  are  not  being 
lisfactorily  met  by  conventional  re- 
pharmacists."   There   was   still  a 
I  for  local  pharmacists  to  remain 
plant.  They  must  be  in  at  the  plan- 
Ig  stage.   Exceptionally,   where  the 
11th  centre  might  be  built  far  from 
pting  pharmacies,  one  solution  might 
Ito  have  it  serviced  by  a  consortium 
llocal  pharmacists. 


Mr.  Howells  at  Loch^ilphead.  On  his  riuht  i.s 
his  left  Mr.  J.  Stewart  (Branch  chairman). 

Not  far  removed  from  the  health 
centre  concept  was  that  of  the  doctors' 
group  practice,  now  being  studied  at 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  where  a  sub- 
committee was  looking  at  the  possibility 
of  incorporating  pharmacists  and  den- 
tists in  those  groups.  On  that  question, 
"I  can  assure  you  that  pharmacy's  voice 
will  be  heard." 

On  his  last  signpost,  marked ;  "Com- 
mittee on  a  planned  pharmaceutical 
service,"  the  president  hoped  a  plan 
could  be  produced  for  a  national  net- 
work of  pharmacies  —  an  ambitious 
project,  but  one  that  would  be  re- 
quired in  the  future  and  might  also 
satisfy  pharmacists'  professional  in- 
terest. Any  such  plan  must  he  agreed 
within  the  profession  before  there  was 
any  question  of  submitting  it  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Gordon  Campbell,  who  asked 
what  pharmaceutical  facilities  the  pre- 
sident envisaged  for  rural  areas,  such 
as  Argyllshire,  in  which  communities 
might  be  more  than  twenty  miles  from 
the  nearest  pharmacy,  was  told  that 
part-time  pharmacies  were  the  probable 
solution,  it  was  doubtful,  however,  if 
a  pharmacist  could  run  more  than 
two  such  units  —  spending,  say,  the 
morning  at  one  and  the  afternoon  at 
another.  Whether  general-sale-list 
medicines  should  be  sold  from  such 
pharmacies  in  the  absence  of  the  phar- 
macist would  depend  greatly,  he  told 
Mr.  J.  P.  Bannerman,  upon  how  small 
that  list  turned  out  to  be.  If  the  local 
population  did  not  justify  even  a  half- 
time  pharmacy  —  a  situation  more 
likely  in  Scotland  than  in  England  — 
it  might  be  possible  to  organise  a 
mobile  pharmacy  (providing  both  dis- 
pensing and  sales).  A  subsidy  might 
be  required  either  from  the  State  or 
from  other  contractors. 

To  Mr.  J.  R.  M.  Tough,  Inveraray, 
THE  President  said  that  a  mobile 
pharmacy  would  not  be  a  pharmacy 
without  a  pharmacist,  and  no  objection 
could  then  be  taken  to  the  display  on 
the  van  of  the  name  of  the  pharmacist 


Mr.  .1.  B.  Bannerman  (a  member  of  Council),  on 

in  conjunction  with  a  restricted  title. 
Its  display  on  a  van  used  merely  for 
delivery  purposes  might,  however, 
amount  to  the  advertising  of  profes- 
sional services.  At  collecting  points 
under  services  in  rural  areas,  it  was 
desirable  that  a  pharmacist  should  be 
present  when  dispensed  medicines  were 
handed  over. 

Asked  by  Mr.  Gordon  Campbell 
whether  the  Society  could  offer  greater 
support  to  the  Agricultural  and  Veter- 
inary Pharmacy  Group  he  said  it  was 
up  to  the  group  to  apply  pressure  on 
the  Society  to  obtain  what  it  wanted. 
The  pharmacist  must  not,  in  pursuit  of 
agricultural  business,  neglect  his  phar- 
macy. 

On  behalf  of  a  large  contingent  of 
Argyllshire  pharmacists.  Mr.  O.  J. 
McC.  Marshall,  Dunoon,  presented  the 
president  with  a  plaque  incorporating 
the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Clan  Campbell, 
on  whose  territory  the  meeting  was 
held. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speaker  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  P.  L.  Balcombe 
(chairman  of  the  Ayrshire  Branch)  who 
also  paid  tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr. 
Gordon  Campbell,  Tarbert,  organiser  of 
"this  unique  and  memorable  occasion." 

TETRACYCLINE 
Action  over  patents 

AMERICAN  Cyanamid  Co.,  holders  of 
British  patents  775,115  and  952,820 
(of  which  Cyanamid  of  Great  Britain, 
Ltd.,  Bush  House,  Aldwych,  London, 
W.C.2,  are  licensees  for  the  United 
Kingdom),  have  commenced  proceed- 
ings against  Berk  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  by  the  issue  and  service  of  a 
writ  and  the  service  of  a  statement  of 
claim  and  particulars  of  infringement 
for  alleged  infringements  of  those 
patents  by  the  marketing  of  tetracycline 
hydrochloride  in  the  United  Kingdom 
under  the  trade  mark  Tetrachel. 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Godal- 
ming,  Surrey,  state  that  they  are 
contesting  the  action  for  alleged  patent 
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infringement,  being  satisfied,  after  an 
exhaustive  patent  survey,  that  the  mar- 
keting of  Tetrachel  would  not  entail 
infringement  of  subsisting  American 
Cyanamid  patents  in  the  United  King- 


A  MONOPOLIES  Commission  report 
on  recommended  prices  was  expected  in 
the  next  few  weeks  and  would  be  pub- 
lished so  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  E.  Dell, 
(Minister  of  State.  Board  of  Trade) 
told  Mr.  A.  L.  Buchanan-Smith  in  a 
written  reply  on  November  5. 

Prescription  Charges 

Mr.  a.  Eadie  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services  what  advice 
he  had  given  to  pharmacists  in  Scot- 
land about  claims  for  exempting  the 
mother  of  a  still-born  child  from  pre- 
scription charges.  Mr.  Ross,  in  a  writ- 
ten answer  on  November  5,  indicated 
that  the  answer  was  "none." 

Pesticides 

Mr.  T.  Dalyell  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  November  5 
what  study  he  had  made  of  factors 
underlying  the  increase  in  British 
exports  of  pesticides  to  the  United 
States  from  $1-095  million  in  1965  to 
$1-815  million  in  1966  to  $2-606  million 
in  1967.  In  a  written  answer,  Mr.  Dell 
stated  that  United  Kingdom  exports  of 
pesticides  and  related  products  had 
risen  from  £,^88,613  in  1964  to  .€944,839 
in  196/.  Most  of  the  rise  had  been 
achieved  by  increased  shipments  of 
bipyridyl  herbicides  developed  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  ottered  sub- 
stantial advantages  over  herbicides  pre- 
viously available. 

Declarations  of  Price 

Mr.  B.  Whitaker  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Tiade  whether  where 
goods  were  sold  by  quantity,  he  would 
make  it  obligatory  tor  the  price  per 
unit  to  be  displayed  before  the  intro- 
duction of  metric  measures.  In  a  writ- 
ten answer  on  November  8.  Mrs. 
DuNWOODY  said  she  did  not  think  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  impose  such  an 
obligation  generally,  but  if  in  a  particu- 
lar instance,  no  better  means  could  be 
found  of  enabling  the  shopper  to  com- 
pare prices,  she  would  consider  whether 
such  a  requirement  would  be  practic- 
able. 

Tariff  Cuts 

Mr.  p.  Jenkin  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  November  6 
when  he  expected  to  announce  the  fur- 
ther Kennedy  Round  tariff  cuts  that 
were  conditional  upon  the  United 
States  Government's  eliminating  the 
American  selling  price  system  of  valua- 
tion for  certain  chemicals. 

Mr.  Dell;  No  definite  date  can  be 
given.  The  Kennedy  Round  Supple- 
mentary Agreement,  relating  princip- 
ally to  chemicals,  is  due  to  come  into 
force  on  June  1.  1969,  but  only  if  the 
Director  General  of  G.A.T.T.  has  been 
notified  that  the  United  States  has 
previously  enacted  legislation  eliminat- 
ing the  American  selling-price  system 
of   valuation.   I   understand   that  the 


dom.  Furthermore  they  are  prepared,  on 
request,  to  give  to  all  purchasers  and 
users  of  Tetrachel  a  full  written  in- 
demnity against  any  liability  for  patent 
infringement. 


U.S.  Government  intends  to  seek  an 
extension  of  the  time  allowed  for  that 
action. 

Methedrine 

Captain  Kerby  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services  what  representations 
he  had  had  from  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  regard  to  Methedrine  and  what 
reply  he  had  sent.  Mr.  Hnnals 
(Minister  of  State)  in  a  written  answer 
on  November  11:  None:  the  profes- 
sion in  general  has  collaborated  in  and 
welcomed  the  recent  voluntary  arrange- 
ments to  make  supplies  of  the  drug  in 
its  injectable  form  available  only 
through  hospital  pharmacies. 

Captain  Kerby  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  why  he  had  not  placed 
Methedrine  on  the  Dangerous  Drugs 
Act.  Schedule  1  list.  Mr.  Merlyn  Rees 
(Parliamentary  Under  Secretary)  in  a 
written  answer  on  the  same  day 
replied  that,  under  Section  12  of  the 
Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1965,  a  drug 
might  be  added  to  Part  1  of  the 
Schedule  to  that  Act  only  if  the  Com- 
mission on  Narcotic  Drugs  of  the 
Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the 
United  Nations  or  World  Health 
Organisation  decided  or  appeared 
likely  to  decide  to  add  that  drug  to 
those  listed  in  Schedule  1  of  the 
United  Nations  Single  Convention  on 
Narcotic  Drugs.  1961.  No  such  deci- 
sion had  been  made  or  appeared  likely 
in  regard  to  Methedrine. 

Toxic  Household  Products 

Mr.  B.  C.  G.  Whitaker  asked  the 
Home  Secretary  whether  he  would  take 
steps  to  oblige  manufacturers  of  toxic 
household  products  to  ensure  that  their 
labels  carried  information  on  how  to 
neutralise  the  contents  in  case  of  acci- 
dents, as  proposed  by  the  National 
Federation  of  Consumer  Groups.  Mr. 
Merlyn  Rees,  in  a  written  reply  on 
November  11:  I  understand  that  few 
toxic  products  have  specific  antidotes 
or  neutralisers,  and  it  would  therefore 
not  be  practicable  to  impose  a  require- 
ment of  that  kind.  If  a  toxic  product 
is  swallowed  accidentally,  the  first  and 
safest  course  is  to  call  a  doctor  at 
once. 

Contraceptive  Advice 

Mr.  D.  Dewar  was  told  by  Mr.  B. 
Millan  on  October  23  that  he  was  not 
able  to  make  a  statement  on  when  it 
was  intended  to  empower  local  authori- 
ties to  supply  contraceptive  advice  and 
appliances  on  social  grounds. 

Prices  of  Toilet  Requisites 

Mr.  a.  Shaw  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  had 
considered  referring  increases  in  prices 
of  toilet  requisites  to  the  Incomes 
Board  and  what  decision  he  had 
reached.  —  Mr.  E.  Dell  (Minister  of 
State) :  1  have  not  yet  decided  to  make 
a  reference  on  toilet  requisites. 


COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  fi}>ure>i  in  parentheses 

RIM  MEL  LTD.  —  Turnover  for  f 
six  months  to  September  30,  increas* 
from  £764,000  to  £1,004,000,  and  f 
pre-tax  trading  profit  is  £194,0( 
(£140,000).  Tax  takes  £86,000  (£60,00( 
An  interim  dividend  of  4}  per  cei 
is  declared. 

RECKITT  &  COLMAN  HOL 
INGS,  LTD. —  The  company's  offer 
acquire  the  whole  capital  of  Colem£ 
&  Co.,  Ltd.  (see  C.  &  D..  October  1 
p.  348).  is  now  unconditional,  accep 
ances  having  been  received  for  over  ' 
per  cent.  Ordinary  and  over  87  p 
cent.  Preference.  j 

SANITAS  TRUST,  LTD.  —  Groi' 
sales  for  six  months  to  September 
were  £4-2m.   (against  £3-6m.   in  san 
period  of  1967).  Profit  before  tax  w 
£677,000  (to  £551,000)  and  net,  aft 
tax,    £339.000    (£274,000)    of  whi. 
£280,000  (£252,000)  was  attributable 
parent  company.   Interim  dividend 
unchanged  at  15  per  cent. 

BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  CO.,  LTD. 
World  sales  in  six  months  ended  S 
tember    30    were    £82- Im.  (£75m. 
same  period  of  1967).  Trading  prof 
were  £7,508,000  (£7,307,000);  consolid 
tion    profits,    before    tax,  £7,402,0 
(£7,307,00)   and   after  tax,  £4,034,0 
(£4,006,000).    No   profits   of  Timotl 
Whites   &  Taylors,   Ltd.,  or  its  s 
sidiaries   are   included    in    the  abo 
figures.   Before   tax,  Timothy  Whit 
group    profit   for   six    months  end 
July    13  was  £759,000  (£721.000).  J 
interim  dividend  of  6j  per  cent,  (sarr 
is  declared  by  the  board  of  Boots. 

WILLOWS    FRANCIS,   LTD.— T 
company  are  proposing  to  close  do 
their  East  London  premises  and  transi 
the  work  together  with  the  administ: 
tive  personnel  at  head  office  in  Epso 
to  the  Westhoughton,  Lanes,  premi: 
of    Wigglesworth,    Ltd.,  acquired 
December   1967.   R.   Summer  & 
Ltd.,  Liverpool,  acquired  in  Janua 
had  a  50  per  cent,  holding  in  a  sm 
chain  of  pharmacies.  That  holding  I 
been  sold  for  £11,750.  The  losses 
Messrs.    Sumner    have    been  nea 
eliminated   says   the   group  chairm 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Cornforth),  and  that  si 
sidiary     should     again  become 
"prosperous  concern"  when  it  mo 
to  Westhoughton.  Group  turnover 
year  ended   June    30   was  £1,205, 
(£762,233);  and  trading  profit,  bef 
tax,     £184,710     (£154,075).  Tax 
expected  to  cost  £79,546  (£58,774)  e 
the  total  dividend  proposed  is  171 
cent.  ( 16i  per  cent,  equivalent).  Gr 
exports  were  valued  at  £252,686. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

CERNELLE  (U.K.),  LTD.,  have 
moved  to  45A  Whitemore  Road,  Gu 
ford,  Surrey  (telephone:  0483  6597' 

HOUNSLOW   (CHEMISTS),  L 
have  transferred  their  business  to  r 
premises  at  93  Sitwell  Street,  Spon 
Derby  (from  37  Sitwell  Street). 

JOSEPH  COWPER,  LTD.,  Penr 
Cumberland,  are  closing  down  tl 
Corney  Square  branch  on  Novembe 
and  transferring  the  business  to  tt 
King  Street  pharmacy. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 
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MR.  WM.  F.  PATTERSON,  M.P.S., 
IS  opening  a  pharmacy  at  146  Derby- 
shire Lane,  Sheffield,  S8  8SE,  on  Nov- 
ember 18.  The  premises  housed  a  phar- 
macy up  to  six  years  ago. 

BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS 
AUSTRALASIA)  PTY.,  LTD.,  has 
)een  established  and  will  commence 
lading  at  the  beginning  of  1969  from 
)ffices  in  Sydney.  The  company  will 
ork  in  close  conjunction  with  Knoll 
aboratories  (AustraMa)  Pty.,  Ltd.  (a 
nember  of  the  Cope  Ailman  Group), 
vho  will  act  as  manufacturers  and  dis- 
ributors.  The  South  African  company, 
}CA  Pharmaceuticals  (Pty.)  Ltd. 
C.  &  D.,  November  9,  p.  437)  will 
Ivork  in  close  conjunction  with  Cope 
Miman  (South  Africa),  Ltd. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Board  Changes 

ILFORD,  LTD.,— Mr.  R.  A.  Withers 
as  resigned  from  the  board  and  from 
is  position  as  chief  executive  and 
3int  managing  director.  For  the  time 
eing  Mr.  J.  L.  Porter  will  be  acting 
chief  executive  and  Dr.  A.  J.  O. 
xford  has  been  appointed  managing 
irector  jointly  with  Mr.  Porter. 

Executives  and  Representatives 

DALES  PHARMACEUTICALS, 
LD.,  have  appointed  Mr.  W.  Stronack, 
P.S.,  manager  of  their  factory  at 
eeton,  Keighley,  Yorks. 
PARKE,  DAVIS  &  CO.,  have 
ipointed  Mr.  Roger  S.  Newton  their 
arketing  director.  Prior  to  joining  the 
)mpany  Mr.  Newton  was  general 
dvertising  manager  and  deputy  to 
lanager,  publicity  services,  Glaxo 
aboratories.  Ltd. 

POLAROID  (U.K.),  Ltd.,  have  ap- 
)inted  Mr.  H.  Allen  their  general 
manager.  Mr. 
Allen  (here 
shown)  was 
formerly  secre- 
tary and  con- 
troller. Mr.  H. 
Thayer  (the 
former  general 
manager)  has 
returned  to 
Polaroid  Cor- 
poration head- 
quarters  in 
Cambridge, 
Mass.,  U.S.A., 
to  take  up  a 
as  Corporation 


appomtment 
11  'ftntroUer. 

N.P.U.  MARKETING,  LTD., 
ipointed   Mr.   A.  L.  Cameron 
sales 
Mr. 


have 
their 
manager. 
Cameron, 
a  member  of 
the  Institute  of 
Marketing,  was 
sales  director  of 
Rexall  Drug 
Co..  1959-61; 
managing  direc- 
tor. Moussec, 
1961-63,  and 
freelance  mar- 
keting consult- 
ant on  general 
consumer  pro- 
ducts, 1963-68. 


THERMOS,  LTD.,  have  promoted 
Mr.  W.  T.  Burnett  to  field  sales  man- 
ager and  appointed  Messrs.  B.  R. 
Dowrick  and  J.  Fagan  sales  represen- 
tatives. Mr.  Dowrick  will  service  East 
Anglia  and  Mr.  Fagan.  Northampton, 
Buckingham,  Oxford,  Berkshire.  Bed- 
ford, Huntingdon  and  part  of  Middle- 
sex. 

SANDOZ,  LTD.,  Basle,  Switzerland, 
have  appointed  Mr.  J.  Cooper  consult- 
ant to  their  department  of  pharmacy 
research  and  development  from  January 
1,  1969.  Mr.  Cooper  will  resign  from 
CIBA  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Summit, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  was  director  of 
pharmacy  research  and  development 
for  twenty-one  years  and  more  recently 
director  of  liaison  production  and  de- 
velopment. He  is  a  past-president  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Sciences,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revision  of  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia  and  a  member  of  the 
editorial  advisory  board  of  the  Journal 
of  Plnirmaceulical  Sciences. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  SELWYN  LLOYD  has  been 
elected  a  vice-president  and  nominated 
president  of  the  Incorporated  Society 
of  British  Advertisers. 

PROFESSOR  T.  REICHSTEIN 
(formerly  head  of  the  department  of 
organic  chemistry.  University  of  Basle, 
Switzerland)  has  been  awarded  the 
Copley  medal  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  his  '"distinguished  work  on  the 
chemistry  of  vitamin  C  and  authorita- 
tive studies  of  the  cortico-steroids." 

MR.  W.  K.  OLIVER,  M  PS.,  who 
worked  for  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd., 
for  most  of  his  life,  being  general  sales 
manager  from  1955  until  he  resigned 
in  1962,  retired  from  his  position  as 
merchandise  director  of  W.  H.  Smith 
&  Son,  Ltd.,  on  November  8,  on 
reaching   the   age   of  sixty. 

MR.  R.  D.  DUKE,  Riversley, 
Church  Street,  Banbridge,  co.  Down, 
Northern  Ire- 
land, who  re- 
places Mr.  R. 
M.  Watson  as 
druggists"  repre- 
sentative on  the 
Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Nor- 
thern Ireland 
(see  C.  &  D. 
November  9 
p.  446),  served 
his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr. 
W.  R.  McNabb, 
Lurgan.  After  qualifying  in  1948.  he 
spent  three  years  as  pharmacist  at 
Musgrave  Park  Hospital,  Belfast,  and 
in  1951  became  managing  director  of 
Parke's  Pharmacy,  Banbridge,  and  pro- 
prietor in  1959. 

MR.  H.  A.  PERKIN.  B.Pharm., 
F.P.S.,  senior  lecturer  in  pharmaceutics, 
University  of  Bradford,  retired  on 
October  31.  He  had  been  at  Bradford 
for  about  seven  years,  first  at  the  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  then  at  the 
University,  and  was  senior  tutor  for 
undergraduate  studies  in  the  School 
of  Pharmacy.   Mr.   Perkin   began  his 


career  in  1927  as  a  lecturer  in  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  at  Cardilf  Technical 
C  ollege.  He  moved  to  the  Welsh  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  in  1934,  and  while 
there  he  gained  an  external  B.Pharm. 
from  London  University.  He  became 
head  of  the  Department  of  Pharmacy 
and  Biology  at  Dundee  Technical  Col- 
lege in  1947  moving  from  there  to 
Bradford  in  1961.  Mr.  Perkin  has  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  examiners 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  over 
twenty-one  years.  He  has  engaged  in 
research  work  into  moulds  and  fungi- 
cidal action,  and  into  x-ray  crystallo- 
graphic  examination  of  pharmacologi- 
cal compounds. 

DEATHS 

BYRNE.— Recently.  Mr.  Michael  J. 
Byrne,  38  South  Circular  Road..  Porto- 
bello,  Dublin,  Eire.  Mr.  Byrne  who  was 
registered  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  as  an  assistant  in 
1958,  was  attached  to  the  Henry  Street, 
Dublin,  branch  of  Hayes,  Conyngham 
&  Robinson.  Ltd.,  where  his  brother, 
Mr.  Liam  D.  Byrne,  M.P.S.L.  is 
manager.  He  was  a  native  of  co. 
Kildare. 

FAIRHURST.  —  On  October  24, 
Mr.  Albert  Charles  Fairhurst,  M.P.S., 
61  Blakesware  Gardens,  London,  N.9. 
Mr.  Fairhurst  qualified  in  1920. 

HASLAM.  —  On  October  27.  Mr. 
George  Frederick  Owen  Haslam, 
M.P.S.,  25  Spring  Gardens,  Newark, 
Notts.   Mr.  Haslam  qualified  in  1913. 

SPOWART.  —  On  October  20,  Mr. 
Jack  Pirie  Spowart,  M.P.S.,  9E  Peabody 
Square,  Essex  Road,  London,  N.l.  Mr. 
Spowart  qualified  in  1913. 

SWAINSTON.  —  On  October  22, 
George  Maurice  Swainston,  M.P.S..  3 
Northfield  Gardens,  South  Shields,  co. 
Durham,  aged  fifty-eight.  Mr.  Swainston 
qualified  in  1932. 

WEBSTER.  —  On  October  31,  Mr. 
Victor  Webster,  M.P.S.,  118  Dolphins 
Road,  Folkestone,  Kent.  Mr.  Webster 
qualified  in  1920  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Folkestone  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  1966-67.  He  was  an 
active  methodist  and  Freemason. 


INQUESTS 


Kept  Prescription  for  Two  Years. — 

"I  think  there  should  be  an  alteration 
in  prescription  regulations,"  said  the 
Stoke-on-Trent  coroner  when  recording 
a  verdict  of  "misadventure"  at  an 
inquest  locally  on  November  6,  after 
he  had  reached  the  conclusion  that  an 
oral  contraceptive  had  "undoubtedly 
played  a  part"  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  B. 
Butcher,  Blurton,  Stoke-on-Trent.  A 
doctor  reported  seeing  Mrs.  Butcher 
in  1966,  and  prescribing  one  month's 
supply  of  an  oral  contraceptive  for 
her.  A  month  later  when  she  returned 
her  condition  was  satisfactory  and  he 
gave  her  a  prescription  for  four 
month's  supply.  Mrs.  Butcher  had  kept 
the  prescription  and  only  recently  had 
presented  it  for  dispensing.  He  was 
surprised  to  learn  of  the  two-year  gap 
before  she  started  taking  the  pill  again. 
Under  existing  regulations,  it  was 
pointed  out,  a  prescription  could  be 
kept  for  any  length  of  time  before  being 
taken  to  a  chemist  to  be  dispensed. 
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Agency  Relinquished.  —  Gnome 
Photographic  Products,  Ltd.,  Gnome 
Corner,  Caerphilly  Road,  Cardiff, 
notify  that  they  have  decided  to 
relinquish  the  agency  for  Zeiss  Ikon- 
Voigtlander  cine  and  electronic  flash 
equipment. 

Lift-out  Battery  Compartment. — The 

Feme  402  viewer  for  2  x  2  in.  slides 
introduced  by  Photax  (London),  Ltd., 
70  Charlotte  Street,  London,  W.l,  has 
a  power  compartment  that  lifts  out  of 
the  main  casing,  making  loading  of 
the  four  batteries  easier.  A  mains  trans- 
former unit  is  available  and  the  viewer 
has  an  adjustable  optical  condenser 
system  to  give  optimum  magnifica- 
tion for  all  slide  formats.  A  fold- 
down  flap  facilitates  table  viewing. 

Projector  Lamp  "Dispensers"  Offer. — 
Osram  (G.E.C.),  Ltd.,  East  Lane, 
Wembley,  Middlesex,  have  made  avail- 
able to  retailers  in  the  photographic 
trade  a  choice  of  three  point-of-sale 
"dispensers"  for  Al  projector  lamps. 
The  de  luxe  lamp  dispenser  unit,  with 
polished  wood  sides  and  anodised  brass 
frame,  and  which  can  be  free-standing 
or  wall-mounted,  is  offered  free,  the 
retailer  paying  only  for  the  lamps 
stocking  the  unit.  The  two  other  dis- 
pensers offered  are  smaller.  Each  is 
offered  free  with  every  order  for 
twenty  or  more  Al  projector  lamps. 
One  is  a  revolving  unit,  12  in.  in 
diameter  and  15  in.  high.  The  other  is 
a  three-tier  unit,  free-standing  or  wall- 
mounted,  measuring  18  x  9i  x  5|  in. 
Both  units  hold  twenty  lamps  of  the 
retailer's  choice.  All  three  "dispensers" 
include  a  guide  to  latest  recommended 
list  prices  and  tax  to  be  charged. 

Magnifiers  in  Presentation  Paclts. — 
Four  of  the  most  popular  magnifiers 
of  Combined  Optical  Industries,  Ltd., 
200  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Bucks,  are 
being  made  available  in  Christmas 
presentation  packs.  They  have  been 
given  a  colourful  sleeve  wrapper  bear- 
ing a  Christmas  design  and  space  for 
inscription.  Three  of  them  are  aspheri- 
cal making  them  light  and  distortion- 
free  and  giving  them  a  special  appeal 
to  those  whose  hobby  is  philately, 
model  -  makmg, 
coins  or  scientific 
study.  Elderly 
people  will  find 
the  magnifiers  an 
advantage  for 
reading  since  the 
lenses  are  only 
half  the  weight  of 
glass  ones.  The 
models  available 
are  Cataract  Stand 
(50  mm.  dia- 
meter, power 
20D),  35s.  6d., 
Minor  Aspherical 
(H  by  2i  in. 
power  6|D), 
54s.  6d.  and 
Cataract  Hand 
(53  mm.  power 
20D),  35s.  6d.,  all 
aspherical,  and 
Welterweight  (3j 
by  2i  in.,  power 
4D)  37s.  6d. 


WIRING  THE  NEW   PLUG:   in  the  first  two 
allow  the  cartridge  to  be  removed.  After  wiring 
turned  back  to  its  correct  position. 

Plug-fitting  Simplified. — In  demon- 
strating projectors  and  other  apparatus 
that  has  to  be  connected  to  mains  sup- 
ply, photo  dealers  will  find  it  much 
easier  to  clinch  a  sale  now  that  they 
can  offer  a  new  plug,  the  Simpli-fitt, 
introduced  by  Johnsons  of  Hendon, 
Ltd.,  Hendon  Way,  London,  N.W.4.  Its 
advantage  is  that  it  enables  a  plug  to 
be  fitted  to  a  lead  in  only  10  sec.  No 
screwdriver  is  needed.  The  three  bared 
leads  are  pushed  into  a  removable  cen- 
tral core,  a  locking  ring  tightened  and 
the  core  clicked  back  into  the  plug.  In- 
structions and  a  wiring  diagram  are 
printed  on  the  back  of  the  plug.  A 
13-amp  three-pin  plug  is  4s.  4d.,  15-amp 
three-pin,  4s.  7d.  and  a  5-amp  three-pin 
4s.  (fused). 

Stronger  Developing  Dishes. — Pater- 
son  Products,  Ltd.,  32  Bedford  Row, 
London,  W.C.I,  have  produced  a  new 
version  of  their  range  of  developing 
dishes  with  built-in  thermometer 
holder.  The  new  model  is  injection 
moulded  in  polystyrene  to  ensure  a 
high  surface  finish  with  maximum 
resistance  to  staining  or  contamina- 
tion, and  wall  thickness  has  been  in- 
creased for  greater  strength  and 
rigidity.  British  Standard  requirements 
have  been  observed,  but  small  dimen- 
sional changes  have  been  made  to  cer- 
tain sizes  to  allow  for  Continental 
paper  sizes  in  export  markets.  The 
range  comprises  seven  sizes  from  i- 
plate  to  20  x  15  in.  Single  dishes  are 
available  in  white  and  all  sizes  from 


Four  hand  inagnifiers  by  Combined  Optical  Industries,  Ltd. 


illustrations  the  earth  pin  has  been  turned  t|i 
,  the  cartridge  is  reinserted  and  the  earth  pil! 

j 

i-plate  to  12  X  10  in.  are  availabljl 
packed  in  sets  of  three  colours.  Price) 
are  unchanged.  Distributors  are  Johnli 
sons  of  Hendon,  Ltd.,  Hendon  Way! 
London,  N.W.4.  ! 

Fivepence  Maximum  for  a  Posteij 
Film.  —  Since  the  introduction  by  th 
General  Post  Office  of  the  "two-tier 
postal  system,  Kodak,  Ltd.,  have  mad'i 
a  survey   of  films   received   at  thei 
Hemel  Hempstead  processing  divisior 
The  survey  showed  that  many  sender 
were  paying  too  much  in  postage  whe 
posting  individual  films  for  processin 
in  normal  Kodak  mailing  envelope: 
Correct  postal  rate  for  super-8,  stan! 
dard  8-mm.,  35-mm.,  126  and  828  film; 
is  now  fourpence  for  second-class  ma| 
and  fivepence  for  first-class  mail.  j 
New  Slide  Viewers. — Agfa-Gevaerlfe 
Ltd.,    Great    West    Road,  Brentforcg 
Middlesex,   are   introducing  two  ne\ 
slide  viewers  on  to  the  British  market 
The  Agfascop   10  is  a  small,  hand 
viewer  with  gravity  feed,  accepting  al 
transparencies  up  to  4  x  4  cm.  an 
35-mm.  strips.  Illumination  is  by  stan 
dard  15  watt  lamp  and  the  screen  pic 
ture  is  2y  x  21  in.,  a  double  lens  giv 
ing  2  X  magnification.  The  Agfasco 
20  is  similar  to  the  smaller  model,  bu 
features   a   semi-automatic  change,  i 
also  takes  all  transparencies  up  to  4  x 
cm. 

New  Flashgun  Range.  —  J.  J.  Silbe 
Ltd.,  II  Northburgh  Street,  Londor 
E.C.I,  announce  a  new  range  of  flash 
guns.  The  Mecablitz  502  remains  a 
original  specifications.  The  five  ne\ 
models  include  the  Mecablitz  180,  be 
lieved  to  be  the  smallest  electroni 
flashgun  with  nickel-cadmium  accumi: 
lator  in  the  world,  measuring  only  2 
X  2j  x  H  in.  Despite  its  small  size  th 
gun  has  a  guide  number  between  3 
and  7  for  a  25  ASA  colour  film.  Th 
size  has  been  reduced  by  about  on£ 
third.  Model  181  is  basically  th 
Mecablitz  171  with  a  slightly  ne\ 
appearance  and  flash  factor  for  2 
ASA  colour  film  increased  to  38-4^ 
Model  182  is  technically  the  same  a 
the  previous  162  but  has  been  reduce 
in  both  size  and  price.  Model  18 
although  only  the  approximate  size  o 
the  Mecablitz  163  has  a  flash  factor 
59-65  on  25  ASA  colour  film.  Finafl 
model  185  incorporates  a  sensing  ce 
that  automatically  controls  the  dur£ 
tion  of  the  flash  from  1/1000-sec.  at  1 
ft.  to  1/50,000  second  at  3  ft.  Tb 
aperture  setting  that  should  be  used 
determined  by  the  speed  of  the  fi 
being  used. 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

In  Packs  of  100  and  500— Two  new 

packs  of  SH420  by  Schering  Chemicals, 
Ltd.,  pharmaceuticals  division,  Victoria 
Way,  Burgess  Hill,  Sussex,  hold  100 
and  500  10-mgm.  tablets  respectively. 

Nasal  Drops. — Introduced  by  Sel- 
pharm  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Percival 
House,  Pinner  Road,  Harrow,  Middle- 
sex, Dilanda  nasal  drops  (6s.  9d.)  con- 
tain 1  per  cent,  of  ephedrine  hydro- 
chloride in  aqueous  solution. 

Contrast  Medium. — A  new  speciality, 
Angiografin,  has  been  developed  from 
Urografin  by  Schering  A.G.,  Berlin, 
Germany  for  the  purpose  of  angiolo- 
gical  diagnosis.  It  is  distributed  in  the 
United  Kingdom  by  Schering  Chemi- 
cals, Ltd.,  Victoria  Way,  Burgess  Hill, 
Sussex.  The  product,  a  67  per  cent, 
aqueous  solution  of  pure  methylgluca- 
mine  diatrizoate,  is  distinguished  by  ex- 
ceptional tolerance,  say  the  makers. 
It  is  indicated  for  all  studies  in  the 
angiographical  field.  Packs  are  contain- 
ers of  five  and  twenty  lO-mil  ampoules 
and  of  five  and  twenty  bottles  each 
containing  50  mils. 

BABY  PRODUCTS 

A  New  Food  in  the  Range. — A  new 

1  variety,  egg  custard,  is  offered  in  the 
1  range  of  baby  foods  of  Trufood.  Ltd., 
(London  Road,  Guildford,  Surrey.  It  is 
[intended  for  the  early  stages  of  mixed 
[feeding  and  brings  the  total  number 
[of  Spoonfoods  to  thirty-one.  Lightly 
Iflavoured  with  vanilla  and  sweetened, 
[the  product  is  made  from  milk  and 
[eggs  with  a  little  cornflour  to  stabilise 
|the  product  during  sterilisation. 

^UNDRIES 

J  Small-size  Finger  Nails. — The  finger- 
jnail  range  of  Eylure,  Ltd.,  8  Gros- 
[venor  Street,  London,  W.l.  is  now  com- 
Ibleted  with  a  small  size  in  pink  pearl 


The  bag  allows  ample  room  for  flannel, 
toothbrush  "and  everything  else  the 
travelling  man  packs  away."  A  zip 
on  the  lower  portion  of  the  case  reveals 
a  false  bottom  containing  razor,  blades, 
comb,  scissors,  nail  file  and  bottles  to 
hold  pre-  and  after-shaves. 

Portable  Dry  Cleaner. — A  new  dry 
cleaner  from  Dylon  International,  Ltd., 
Sydenham  Road,  London,  S.E.25, 
Dylon  Spot  (3s.  6d.).  is  described  as  a 
convenient  lightweight  dry  cleaner  in 


a  steam  inhalation  unit  (9s.  lid.)  de- 
signed specially  for  use  by  older  chil- 
dren and  adults.  The  unit  is  6  in.  high 
and  comprises  four  simple  parts,  mak- 
ing cleaning  easy.  The  cylinder  has  a 


the  form  of  a  tubed  jelly.  Its  package 
has  a  unique  metal-sealed  opening 
claimed  to  ensure  perfect  consistency 
up  to  the  time  of  use.  Active  ingredients 
are  understood  first  to  disso've  the 
staining-matter  and  then  to  lift  it  to 
the  surface  of  the  material. 

Steam  Inhalation  Unit.  —  Vick  Inter- 
national, Ltd.,  10  New  Burlinglon 
Street,  London,  W.l,  have  introduced 


plastic  triangle  to  confine  the  inhalant 
ointment  to  a  small  central  area,  con- 
centrating the  medicated  steam  vapours 
so  that  no  towel  or  other  heid 
covering  is  necessary.  Made  from  an' 
insulated  plastic,  it  maintains  its  heat 
for  long  periods,  while  the  exterior  is 
cool  enough  to  hold.  There  is  a  tight- 
fitting  lid,  fo  that  the  unit  can  be  car- 
ried around  safely  with  little  bother; 
and  minimal  chance  of  spilling  or  tip- 
ping. 

Vinyl  Toys. — Maws  Pharmacy  Sup- 
plies, Ltd.,  Aldersgate  House,  New  Bar- 
net,  Herts,  have  acquired  sole  rights 
of  distribution  to  chemists  in  a  range 
of  vinyl  "squeak"  toys  manufactured  by: 
Mayco,  co.  Mayo,  Eire.  A  tesl  laun-, 
ched  in  four  Maws  areas  (10  per  cent.' 
of  the  whole  country)  aroused  such 
an  immediate  interest  amongst  chem- 
ists, say  Messrs.  Maw,  that  a  national 
launch  followed.  The  toys  are  expected 
to  be  greatly  in  demand  during  the 
Christmas  season.  The  characters  have, 
well  defined  features  and  the  material 
from  which  they  are  made  is  hygienic. 
Prices  range  from  2s.  9d.  for  a  teething 
ring  figure  to  10s.  6d.  for  larger  models. 


ABEL  CLUE  TO  IMPROVED  PRODUCT. 
cS  D.,  November  9,  p.  439).  the  protein-enri 
t  Shampoo  of  F.  W.  Hampshire  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

ade  issued  eighteen  to  a  pack 
tandard  13s.  6d;  self-adhesive  17s. 
.) 

Gift  Set  for  Men.  —  Gillette  Safety 
azor  Co.,  Great  West  Road.  Isle- 
orth,  Middlesex,  have  introduced  for 
en  p.  "V.I. P."  toilet-bag  gift  set  in 
ack  leather  with  spring-top  opening. 


Recently   reformulated  (see 
ched  revised-formula  Super- 
Sunnydale,  Derby,  is  clearly 
labelled    to  distinguish 
it    from    the  prevKuis 
product. 

At  ritjht:  VINYL 
TOYS  RANGE:  Series 
of  nursery  toys  made 
by  Mayco,  co.  Mayo, 
Eire,  and  distributed  to 
chemists  by  Maws 
Pharmacy  Supplies. 
L  d.,  Aldersuate  House, 
Barnet.  Herts. 
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TRADE  NOTES 


Nat  the  Distributors. — Eylure,  Ltd., 
8  Grosvenor  Street,  London,  W.l,  state 
that,  owing  to  circumstances  beyond 
their  control,  they  will  not  in  fact  be 
distributing  Mirror  go  Lightly  as  pre- 
viously announced. 

Address  for  Orders. — E.  R.  Squibb 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  Regal  House,  Twicken- 
ham, Middlesex,  remind  customers  that 
all  orders  for  the  company's  products 
should  be  sent  to  Reeds  Lane, 
Moreton,    Wirral,    Ches.    L46  IQW. 

Correction.  —  Bactrim  Drapsules 
(makers  Roche  Products,  Ltd.,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts)  are  issued  in  con- 
tainers of  thirty,  100  and  500.  The 
Guide  to  New  Medicaments  monograph 
(November  2,  p.  426)  should  be 
amended  accordingly. 

Now  ill  Lightweight  Tube.  — 
Matthews  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Berriew, 
Welshpool,  Montgomerys,  are  now 
packing  Nostroline  in  an  aluminium 
tube  that  has  made  possible,  they  say, 
a  noticeable  reduction  in  weight  of  the 
filled  tube. 

Change  of  Container. — A.  Wander, 
Ltd.,  Kings  Langley,  Herts,  DW4  8LJ, 
state  that  their  Novesine  solution  (0.4 
per  cent  sterile  solution  of  oxybupro- 
caine  hydrochloride)  are  now  being 
supplied  in  10-mil  bottle  with  cap  and 
pipette  assembly. 

Thermometer-marking  Change.  — 
In  order  to  comply  with  the  Trade 
Descriptions  Act,  1968,  G.  H.  Zeal, 
Ltd.,  Lombard  Road,  London,  S.W.19, 
are  discontinuing  from  December  1  the 
practice  of  giving  time  designations 
("y-min.,"  "1-min.")  on  their  clinical 
thermometers. 

An  Additional  Pack.— A  250-mil 
Octaflex  aerosol  (25s.)  is  now  available 
from  Ward  Blenkinsop  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Fulton  House,  Empire  Way,  Wembley, 


Middlesex.  The  company's  Mydrilate 
eye  drops  0  5  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent, 
are  now  available  only  in  units  of 
1  doz.  5-mil  bottles. 

Vaccine  Supplies  Delayed. — Beecham 
Research  Laboratories,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  announce 
that  the  demand  for  their  new  influenza 
virus  vaccine  Flugen  HK  has  been 
unprecedented  and  that  orders  are  now 
subject  to  delay.  Special  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  continue  full-scale 
production  until  early  in  the  New 
Year,  and  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  produce  enough  supplies  to  meet 
the  demand. 

Formulation  Change. — From  Decem- 
ber 2  a  new  formula  Feospan  be- 
comes available  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession from  Smith  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts.  The  product  no  longer 
contains  vitamin  Bl  and  for  that  rea- 
son the  capsule  is  slightly  smaller  in 
size.  The  dosage  of  150  mgm.  of  ex- 
siccated ferrous  sulphate  in  each  cap- 
sule is  unchanged  and  the  packs  con- 
tinue to  hold  thirty  and  250  capsules 
respectively. 

Competitions 

Smith  &  Nephew.  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts.  Winners  of  P.  &  O.  Sunshiine 
cruises  in  Airstrip  display  competition  were. 
Miss  C.  Russell,  Falkirk,  Stirlings,  Scotland; 
Mr.  D,  A.  Ware.  Heavitree,  Exeter,  Devon;  and 
Miss  H.  Pritchard,  London,  S.E.23. 

Mallory  Batteries,  Ltd.,  Gatwick  Road, 
Crawley,  Sussex.  Hearing-aid  batteries.  Prizes 
for  the  hard-of-hearing  in  a  Christmas  com- 
petition in  which  entrants  are  asked  to  match 
six  television  characters  with  their  correct 
programmes.  Four  first  prizes  are  £50  grants 
towards  new  hearing  aids;  fifty  second  prizes 
are  vouchers  worth  £2  10s,  each  for  hearing 
aid  batteries.  Entrants  must  enclose  four  slides 
or  boxes  from  Mallory  hearing-aid  batteries  of 
any  type.   Open  until  March  31,  1969. 


MANUFACTURERS'  ACTIVITIES 


Medical  Memories  of  1914-18. — An 

exhibition  to  commemorate  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  first  Armistice  Day 
(November  II,  1918)  and  illustrating 
medicine  and  surgery  of  the  Great  War 
opened  in  London  at  the  Wellcome 
Institute  of  the  History  of  Medicine  on 
November  11.  Under  the  pressure  of 
unprecedented  demand  in  those  years, 
the  medical  services  were  transformed. 
Over  23  million  doses  of  vaccine  against 
typhoidal  infections,  more  than  7  mil- 


lion for  cholera,  over  1 1  million  doses 
of  anti-tetanic  serum  and  250,000 
against  diphtheria,  were  supplied.  Non- 
battle  casualties  were  more  than  twenty 
times  as  many  as  those  killed  or  woun- 
ded. Some  of  the  actual  drugs  pro- 
duced at  the  time  for  both  the  allied 
forces  and  the  German  army,  are  on 
show.  Among  books,  illustrations,  gas 
masks,  medical  and  surgical  equipment. 
The  exhibition  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  on  weekdays. 


(hiiihi. 
hydroclii. 
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MARKETING  MAN  OF  THE  YEAR:  mI 
Henry  Lazell  (pre^ident  of  Beeiham  Croul 
IS  presented  with  the  Insti  ule  of  Marketin^l 
niarketinc  award  b.v  Lord  Kings  Nort<[ 
(National  President  of  the  Institute).  Til 
award,  made  to  the  leader  of  the  nianageme| 
team  that  is  judtied  to  have  done  most 
increase  and  expand  markets  for  BritiJ 
products,  was  presented  at  the  Institute's  annul 
dinner  on  November  6. 

CORRESPONDENCE 


AR.MY  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES  OF  THE  1914-18  WAR:  Left  to  rifiht:  Quinine  tablets  for  the 
German  army;  for  the  British  forces  by  Standard  Tablet  Co.  and  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
respectively;  and  tetanus  antitoxins  of  German  manufacture. 


Sir, — We  would  like  to  bring  yoil 
attention  to  a  new  abbreviation  (show! 
above,  which  we  are  currently  usinl 
when  making  prescription  charge  rl 
funds  from  the  till.  Substituting  a  ligJ 
ture  of  R  and  f  for  the  usual  "Recipcl 
sign,  it  signifies  "Refunds  on  paid  prJ 
scriptions  for  exempt  persons."  I 
D.  L.  Thompson,  | 
London,  N.W.2  I 

Two-tier  Dispensing?  I 

Sir, — How  would  the  great  Britis| 
public  and  the  authorities  react 
pharmacy  decided  on  a  two-tier  pre! 
cription  service?  —  say  first-class  (swil 
and  priority  service)  for  private,  paici 
for  scripts,  but  second-class  for  EClOl 
and  a  request  to  call  back  when  tfl 
private  ones  are  done  —  in  an  hoil 
or  so.  After  all,  EC  10  items  only  n\ 
us  about  5d.  when  all  paid  up  after  | 
delay  of  two  months  or  so!  I 
Thirty  Years  a  Pharmacist  | 

Not  "National"  I 

Sir, — Regarding  the  scheme  launchel 
recently     by     Infamark,     Ltd.,  anl 
currently  mentioned  and  advertised,  w| 
have    the    following    observations  l| 
make.   For  the  company  to  talk  ( 
"going  national"  is  not  quite  correct- 
Northern   Ireland    is   very   much  a 
integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdon] 
and  everything  available  in  other  pari 
of   Britain    is   normally  also  obtaiiF 
able  here,  and  at  the  same  letail  pricel 
A   courteous   letter  recently  receive] 
from  Messrs.  Infamark  in  response 
a  query  from  ourselves  invoked  tM 
information  that  we  were  not  yet 
be  embraced  in  the  scheme  of  thind 
Infamark!    However,  in  view  of  thl 
valid  points  made  by  Mr.  J.  WilliamI 
Aylesbury,  Bucks  (C.  &  D.,  NovembJ 
9,  p.  440)  it  would  appear  that  in  thl 
case  being  ignored  is  to  our  advantagi 
J.  H.  Smiley. 
Bangor,  co.  Down| 

Poser  Solution 

Answer  to  last  week's  "poser"  i; 
"Endrine  Mild.  Mitte  ioz." 
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Country-dwellers'  Medicines 

:ently  the  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  Scotland  addressing  an  audience  of  pharma- 
s.  Though  the  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  Society's 
Mean  City  branch,  its  locale  was  truly  rural.  Loch- 
head  ranks  as  a  Scottish  burgh  but  has  a  popula- 
1  of  1,300  or  thereabouts  and  a  single  pharmacy.  In 
Blue  Guide  it  rates  the  brief  mention  "The  road 
'etty  road  in  an  earlier  edition,  we  hope  without 
implication  of  deterioration)  rounds  Loch  Gilp 
(2  m.)  Lochgilphead." 

was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  some  of  the 
stions  put  to  the  president  after  his  address  would 
e  to  do  with  rural  pharmacy,  and  so  it  proved 
p.  456).  Mr.  Howells  held  out  for  his  questioners 
alluring  prospect;  of  turnover  perhaps  doubled 
operating  a  morning  pharmacy  in  one  place,  an 
rnoon  pharmacy  in  another;  or  of  calling  at  many 
a  mobile  pharmacy  bearing  (provided  there  was 
harmacist  aboard)  the  name  of  the  proprietor  with- 
ofTending  against  the  "no  advertising"  paragraph 
he  Statement  Upon  Matters  of  Professional  Con- 
;  or  even  of  subsidies  by  the  State  or  other  con- 
tors.  But  that  would  all  be  as  part  of  a  national 
for  comprehensive  pharmaceutical  services  to  the 
»le  population.  It  would  require  legislation,  which 
Id  entail  Parliamentary  time  and  Government 
oval,  and  must  be  regarded  as  well  in  the  future, 
few  days  later  the  president  was  in  London  attend- 
the  conference  of  representatives  of  Pharmaceutical 
rimittees,  England  and  Wales.  There,  the  subject 
ural  pharmacies  again  came  up  (see  p.  472).  Mr. 
ells  heard  a  very  different  actual  situation  described 
discussed.  Though,  when  Health  had  its  own 
on  istry,  the  principle  was  explicitly  conceded  by  the 
ister  that  those  who  live  in  the  country  should 
y  the  same  rights  of  having  their  medicines  dis- 
ed  by  pharmacists  as  those  who  lived  in  towns, 
lys  provided  a  pharmacy  was  reasonably  accessible, 
3site  influences  have  in  fact  been  at  work,  worsen- 
the  situation  even  from  what  it  was.  Rural  doctors 
;  been  extending  their  areas  of  dispensing,  often 
iring  their  patients  to  pass  pharmacies  on  their  way 
he  surgery,  sometimes  even  bringing  them  into 
1  m  areas.  Meanwhile  rural  pharmacies  have  been 
inishing  at  a  disquieting  rate. 

itween  the  actual  and  the  ideal  there  is  thus  a  wide 
Some  part  of  it,  that  which  depends  on  a  national 
,  must  bide  its  time.  But  that  part  of  it  which  is 
g  caused  by  action  of  the  doctors  or  inaction  of  the 


Government  Department  must  be  narrowed.  The  time 
has  come  for  the  reply  given  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson 
to  the  Member  for  Tiverton  in  August  1967,  namely  that 
"in  principle,  patients'  interests  would  be  better  served 
if  their  dispensing  was  done  by  a  competent  and  well 
stocked  pharmacist  rather  than  by  an  over-worked 
doctor"  (C.  &  D..  September  2,  p.  201)  to  be  given 
effect.  Further  delays  are  against  the  rural  patients' 
interests  and  are  not  to  be  tolerated. 


One  Body  or  How  Many? 

Division  of  responsibilities  between  the  various  phar- 
maceutical organisations  in  Britain  leads  some  who 
seek  unity  within  the  profession  to  campaign  for  a 
form  of  "umbrella"  organisation  able  to  speak  for  all 
pharmacists. 

Though  that  concept  never  seems  to  have  made  much 
headway  in  Britain  (and  indeed  in  the  neighbouring 
Republic  of  Ireland,  where  it  reached  a  much  more 
advanced  stage  than  here,  the  "umbrella"  Irish  Phar- 
maceutical Association  is  by  no  means  yet  providing 
full  and  adequate  cover)  the  number  of  bodies  that 
might  take  shelter  under  it  is  relatively  small. 

In  California,  U.S.A.,  they  have  a  much  bigger 
problem.  There,  so  many  organisations  operate  that 
the  University  of  California  school  of  pharmacy  car- 
ried out  a  survey  aimed  at  rationalising  the  situation. 
The  results  of  the  survey  are  given  in  a  91 -p.  report 
recently  issued.  It  reveals  that  some  of  the  State's 
12,318  pharmacists  could  well  belong  to  as  many  as 
five  organisations.  At  the  head  of  the  list  are  two 
national  bodies  —  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association  (claiming  about  one-third  of  the  potential 
membership)  and  the  National  Association  of  Retail 
Druggists.  Next  come  two  State  associations,  the  Cali- 
fornia Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  California  (said  to  have  been 
"spawned  by  discontent").  Below  those  come  Northern 
and  Southern  California  regional  associations,  not  affi- 
liated to  the  State  body  yet  said  to  have  a  long  history 
of  "tail  wagging  dog."  Hospital  pharmacists,  their 
needs  not  met  within  any  of  those  structures,  have 
three  separate  organisations,  which  collectively  are 
called  the  California  Council  of  Hospital  Pharmacists. 
Another  "special"  group,  the  Peninsula  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  was  formed  to  concern  itself  with  continuing 
education,  and  still  another,  the  American  College  of 
Pharmacists,  to  serve  the  needs  of  employee  pharma- 
cists. At  the  "grass  roots"  level,  thirty-eight  county 
associations  were  found  to  be  "spotty  in  memberships 
and  activities."  Small  wonder  that  instances  were  cited 
in  which  a  pharmacist  could  not  remember  the  associa- 
tions of  which  he  was  a  member. 

The  report  recommends  county  associations  to  im- 
prove their  services,  regional  associations  to  dissolve, 
and  specialist  organisations  to  become  associated  with 
an  improved  California  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
That  association  in  turn  is  urged  to  resolve  its  differ- 
ences with,  or  else  to  "neutralise."  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  California. 

The  moral  is,  perhaps,  that  if  the  larger  bodies  fail 
to  take  care  of  minority  interests  within  their  mem- 
berships, the  outcome  is  a  proliferation  of  splinter 
or  special-interest  groups.  Yet  a  pharmacist  is  a  rela- 
tively complicated  animal,  within  whom  professional 
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responsibilities  exist  side  by  side  with  economic  needs. 
Those  would  appear  inherently  difficult  to  reconcile 
within  a  single  organisation,  especially  when  the  pro- 
fessional body  is,  as  in  Britain,  schizophrenic  in  the 
sense  of  having  both  to  prosecute  and  to  protect  its 


members.  So  what  is  the  right  number?   One,  tv 
or  several?  At  present  the  trend  in  Britain  seems 
be  towards  multiplicity.  It  should  not  be  allowed 
go  too  far.  The  remedy  lies  with  the  established  pr 
fessional  and  trade  bodies. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

COURSES  FOR  OVERSEAS  STUDENTS 

Changes  in  system  of  grants  to  representatives  and  branches 


BRIGHTON  College  of  Technology  and  Sunderland 
Technical  College  have  agreed  to  provide  study 
courses  leading  to  an  examination  suitable  for  over- 
seas pharmacists  seeking  registration,  and  papers  are  being 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  regional  advisory  councils 
and  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science  for  approval. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  sent  supporting  letters  to 
the  regional  advisory  councils  concerned.  That  was  reported 
at  a  meeting  of  Council  on  November  5  and  6. 

Last-ever  Part  I  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  Qualify- 
ing examination  took  place  in  September.  Two  candidates, 
both  in  Scotland,  passed  their  outstanding  subject.  No 
correspondence,  said  the  Education  Committee's  chairman 
(Professor  A.  H.  Beckett)  had  been  received  from  any 
student  who  might  be  affected  by  the  termination  of  the 
Part  I  examination. 

Minutes  of  the  subcommittee  appointed  to  consider 
applications  for  research  awards  were  also  received  by  the 
Council,  and  the  president  gave  authority  for  the  successful 
applicants  to  be  informed. 

Representatives  per  Branch 

Adopting  the  recommendations  of  the  Organisation  Com- 
mittee, which  were  presented  by  its  chairman  (Mr.  J.  C. 
Bloomfield),  the  Council  decided  that  its  own  formula 
for  "rationing"  attendance  at  Branch  Representatives' 
meetings  was  better  than  that  recommended  by  seventy- 
four  branch  secretaries  present  on  October  9  (against  sixty- 
five  in  1967)  at  the  annual  meeting  of  branch  secretaries. 
The  secretaries  had  suggested  a  limit  of  two  representatives 
from  each  branch.  The  Council  formula  was  that  most  bran- 
ches should  be  limited  to  two,  but  that  the  larger  bran- 
ches should  have  more.  That  formula,  the  Committee 
thought,  should  also  apply  to  representatives  attending  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
A  suggestion  that  branches  should  be  allowed  to  subsidise 
from  their  general  funds  the  attendance  of  additional 
representatives  to  the  Conference  was  considered  but  turned 
down  on  the  ground  that  it  might  lead  to  curtailment  of 
other  branch  activities. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  formula  for  the 
number  of  representatives  attending  Branch  Representatives' 
meetings  and  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  should 
be,  from  January  1,  1969,  two  for  branches  with  1-250 
members;  three  for  those  with  251-500;  four  for  those 
with  501-750;  and  five  for  those  with  over  750  members. 

The  branch  secretaries  had  further  recommended  that 
banquet  tickets  should  not  be  provided  by  the  Society 
for  representatives  attending  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  and  that  any  money  made  available  by  re- 
distribution of  expenditure  should  be  used  to  increase 
branch  grants,  with  more  for  the  smaller  branches  but 
no  increases  for  branches  with  more  than  350  members. 
The  Committee  also  recommended  discontinuing  the  ban- 
quet ticket  for  representatives,  but  proposed  (and  the 
Council  agreed)  that  any  money  made  available  by  the 
redistribution  of  organisation  expenditure  should  be  used 
to  increase  branch  grants  in  the  form  of  three  differential 
increases  for  branches  with  (a)  less  than  250  members, 
(b)  between  251  and  350  members  and  (c)  more  than  350 
members,  the  increases  being  weighted  in  favour  of  the 


smaller  branches.  A  paper  would  be  prepared  illustrati 
the  amount  to  be  redistributed. 

A  card  vote,  also  discussed  at  the  branch  secretari' 
meeting,  was  held  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  Branch  Repi 
sentatives'  meeting. 

Prescription  Charges  Exemption  Scheme  [ 

The  Minister  of  Health  having  given  the  Society  tj 
opportunity  of  commenting  upon  the  draft  notices  dealii] 
with  the  "season  ticket"  arrangements  for  exemption  froi 
prescription  charges,  that  matter  was  considered  by  t| 
Practice  Committee.  A  reply  had  been  sent  stating  XY\ 
the    Society    remained   opposed    to    prescription  chargijjj 
believing  that  no  scheme  for  alleviating  hardship  com 
guarantee  relief  for  all  whose  circumstances  demanded 
The  Government  might  consider  that,   in  the  econon 
plight  of  the  country,  it  had  no  alternative  but  to  reintrodu 
prescription  charges,  and  the  exemption  scheme  had  be 
designed   to   help  the  classes  of  people  detailed  in  t 
Society's  letter  of  January   10.  It  was  accepted  that  t 
proposed  "season  ticket"  arrangements  were  intended  fi 
ther  to   alleviate   hardship  for  those  who  required  fi 
quent  prescriptions  but,  said  the  Society  in  its  reply: 
The  Society  considers  .  .  .  that  the  proposed  arrangement  v 
not  in  practice  help  the  very  people  who  need  frequent  pr 
criptions  and  who  most  need  assistance.  The  person  who 
not  covered  by  one  of  the  existing  arrangements  for  exemptic 
and  who  finds  it  difficult  to  meet  the  cost  of  regular  prescr 
tions  will,  in  our  view,  find  it  impossible  to  pay  £1  10s 
£2  15s.  in  advance  in  order  to  exempt  him  from  the  norn 
prescription  charges  during  the  currency  of  a  prepayment  c 
tihcate.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who  need  frequent  prescr 
tions  and  are  not  in  such  financial  difficulties  will  find 
reasonably  easy  to  pay  out  in  advance  to  avoid  the  s\ 
required.  We  hope  that,  even  at  this  late  stage,  a  change  c 
be  made  in  the  proposed  arrangements  to  assist  those 
have  in  mind. 

The  Minister  of  Health  had  included,  in  his  statemt 
about  the  "season  ticket"  arrangements,  the  words: 
People  are  advised  to  check  whether  they  are  eligible 
complete  exemption  from  prescription  charges  or  whether  d 
qualify  for  help  in  paying  them.  Those  whose  income  is  bel 
or  about  the  supplementary  benefit  level  may  claim  eithei 
refund   of   prescription   charges  or  an  exemption  certific 
enabling  them  to  get  their  prescriptions  free.  People  in  w< 
can   claim   as  well  as  those   not   working.   Scale  rates 
supplementary  benefits  were  increased  from  October  7  anc 
revised  form — ECU  (coloured  maroon) — which  deals  with 
assessment  of  hardship,  is  now  available  at  all  post  offices 
local  offices  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security. 
Other  matters  dealt  with  in  the  minutes  of  the  meedi 
of  the  Practice  Committee  and  of  the  subcommittees 
hospital  and  general  practice,  presented  by  the  chair 
(Mr.  J.  P.  Kerr),  included  a  report  upon  a  meeting  d 
had  been  held  with  the  secretariat  of  the  British  Veterin; 
Association,   Royal   College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons 
Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry.  T 
meeting  had  clarified  practical  problems  inherent  in  i 
plementing  proposals  as  to  the  use  of  antibiotics  in  anin 
husbandry  and  veterinary  medicine,  and  the  Council  v 
recommended  to  send  a  letter  setting  out  the  Committ 
views  to  the  joint  committee  that  was  dealing  with  X\ 
subject. 

In  response  to  a  letter  sent  from  rural  pharmacists  p 


ovember    1  6,    1  96  8  THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


465 


lent  at  a  meeting  in  London  on  September  29,  at  which 
t  had  been  resolved  to  make  an  approach  to  the  Society 
o  discuss  forming  a  rural  pharmacists'  group  in  accordance 
vith  section  17  of  the  by-laws,  the  Council  decided  to 
irrange  a  meeting  between  representatives  of  the  Council 
md  of  the  rural  pharmacists  concerned. 

Comments  were  made  on   the  unsuitable  siting  of  a 
proposed  pharmacy  in  a  health  centre  at  Horsham,  Sussex, 
hat  was  to  be  operated  by  a  consortium  of  local  contrac- 
tors. It  was  held  strongly  that  the  pharmacy  should  be 
ited  on  the  route  patients  would  take  as  they  proceeded  to- 
vards  the  main  exit.  A  letter  supporting  the  local  con- 
ractors'  views  had  been  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
A  letter  had  been  sent  to  the  Department  of  Health  and 
ocial  Security   expressing  concern   that  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Services   (Provision   of   Instruction)  Regulations, 
968  (which  enable  a  Minister  of  Health  to  provide  in- 
tructions  for  certain  classes  of  persons  employed  or  con- 
;mplating  employment  under  hospital   authorities  or  in 
ertain  other  health  or  welfare  services)  did  not  include 
2gistered   pharmaceutical  chemists  among   the  "specified 
lasses"  of  persons  for  whom  the  Minister  was  enabled 
0  provide  instructions. 
The  views  of  the  general  practice  subcommittee  on  the 
ireen  Paper  on  administrative  structure  of  the  medical  and 
:lated  services  in  England  and  Wales,  as  presented  in  a 
ocument,  were  discussed.  It  was  recommended  that  the 
jcument,  as  amended   after  the  discussions,  should  be 
resented   to   the  Council   as   the   subcommittee's  views, 
^d  the  Council  adopted  it  as  a  draft  for  discussion  with 
ther  professional  bodies. 

ormulary  Guidance  on  Labelling 

Approval  was  received  from  the  council  of  the  British 
edical  Association  of  wording  suggested  by  the  Society 
appear  in  the  1968  British  National  Formulary  in  con- 
iction  with  the  labelling  of  containers  of  dispensed  medi- 
ae with  the  name  of  the  preparation.  The  wording  is : 
Agreement  has  been  reached  between  the  Councils  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  and  Pharmaceutical  Society  that 
the  name  of  the  preparation  should  appear  on  the  label  unless 
the  prescriber  indicates  otherwise.  At  the  time  of  going  to 
ress  the  procedures  by  which  this  agreement  should  be 
implemented  were  still  under  discussion.  As  soon  as  agree- 
ment has  been  reached  on  the  procedures,  full  information 
will  be  given.  Until  then  the  prescriber  should  continue  to 
rite  the  letters  "N.P."  against  each  item  on  the  prescription 
orm  which  he  wishes  to  have  named  on  the  label. 
iVording  of  the  Society's  submission  to  the  Noel  Hall 
rking  party  on  hospital  pharmaceutical  services  was 
eed.  The  final  submission  is  being  prepared  and  for- 
rded  to  the  working  party. 

he  Committee  recommended  that  Birdsgrove  House 
uld  be  closed  to  guests  from  November  17  until  a 
.e  to  be  announced  in  the  New  Year,  both  to  enable 
Iding  operations  to  be  carried  out,  and  for  the  Christmas 
iod.  Grants  had  been  made  or  were  being  recommended 
six  members,  six  widows  of  members,  and  one  widower, 
in  respect  of  two  orphans. 

he  Publications  Committee  recommended  extending  to 
rred  students  undergoing  a  fourth  undergraduate  year, 
!  to  post-graduate  students  taking  a  two-year  or  three-year 
rse  for  a  higher  degree,  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
/ilege  subscription  rate  allowed  to  members  of  the  British 
rmaceutical  Students'  Association. 

he    Privy    Council    has    approved    by-law  alterations 
will  maintain  premises  fees  at  their  existing  level  for 
rther  year. 

uring  September  the  premises  ol'  958  authorised  sellers 
124  traders  were  visited  by  the  Society's  inspectors,  and 
63  traders  by  the  Society's  agents. 

urteen  alleged  infringements  of  the  law  relating  to 
macy  were  considered  by  the  Law  Committee,  and 
n  recommended  in  each.  Eight  authorised  sellers  and 
t  traders  had  been  sent  warning  letters  in  respect  of 


minor  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933, 
Pharmacy  Act,  1954,  and  Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1964; 
and  to  seven  market  traders  in  respect  of  the  sales  of 
medicines  contrary  to  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act. 
1941. 

Following  discussions  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  about 
the  manufacturers'  voluntary  agreement,  without  prior  warn- 
ing to  the  Society,  to  terminate  supplies  of  injectable  methyl- 
amphetamine,  confining  those  supplies  to  hospital  pharma- 
cies, the  Committee  expressed  grave  concern  at  the  probable 
effects  of  such  action  on  the  profession  of  pharmacy. 
It  recommended  that  the  secretary  and  registrar  should 
prepare  a  draft  letter  to  the  Ministry,  and  that  bodies  that 
would  support  the  Society's  stand  on  the  matter  should  be 
consulted. 

Trading  Stamps  at  Co-ops 

The  Ethical  Committee  considered  the  issue  of  trading 
stamps  by  pharmacies  operated  by  certain  Co-operative 
societies.  A  letter  from  a  superintendent  pharmacist  con- 
cerned had  indicated  that  the  view  was  taken  that  the 
stamps  being  issued  were  not  trading  stamps  but  another 
method  of  distributing  profits.  The  Committee  recommen- 
ded that  the  distribution  of  stamps  to  non-members  as 
well  as  to  members  of  such  societies  should  be  taken  up 
with  the  superintendent  pharmacist. 

A  member  concerned  with  an  advertisement  about  his 
pharmacy  that  gave  an  illustration  of  the  premises  and 
the  wording  "progress  in  pharmacy"  and  "we  have  the 
latest  equipped  dispensary  and  the  most  up-to-date  display 
of  cosmetics  and  baby  products,  etc.."  was  being  informed 
that  the  Council  deplored  such  advertising. 

Since  the  Committee's  October  meeting  a  company  that 
had  used  for  a  cough  medicine  a  display  outer  suggesting 
that  three  nurses,  whose  names  and  portraits  were  shown 
on  it,  recommended  the  medicine,  had  been  informed  of 
the  Council's  disapproval.  The  company  had  replied  stat- 
ing that,  although  the  use  of  the  advertising  material 
conformed  to  the  various  advertising  codes,  they  had  de- 
cided to  cease  issuing  it  and  to  have  it  removed  wherever 
reasonably  pxjssible.  The  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  was  seeking  an  assurance  that  the 
advertisement  had  been  withdrawn  or  would  not  be 
repeated.  It  was  recommended  that  no  further  action 
should  be  taken. 

The  Committee  recommended  informing  the  makers  of 
"Mary  Quant  skin  saver,  multi-vitamiser,  maxi-moisturiser," 
to  which  was  banded  a  box  of  Mary  Quant  maxi-vitamin 
pills,  of  the  undesirability  of  distributing  a  medicine  by  that 
method,  and  Vick  International.  Ltd.,  that  the  Council 
disapproved  the  promotion  of  Vick  Formula  44  cough 
mixture  by  letter,  addressed  to  adults  only,  advertising  a 
free  offer  of  a  trial  size. 

The  Committee  on  a  Planned  Pharmaceutical  Service, 
presented  by  the  President,  recorded  that  the  Committee 
had  given  preliminary  consideration  to  the  question  of 
mobile  pharmacies  and  had  recommended  that  a  paper 
on  the  subject  should  be  prepared  for  its  next  meeting.  The 
part  "collecting  points"  might  play  in  a  medicines  collec- 
tion and  delivery  service  would  be  considered  at  the  Com- 
mittee's next  meeting. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Society  might  undertake  a 
survey  to  determine  the  attitudes  of  members  of  the  public 
to  the  general-practice  pharmacist  and  the  service  he 
provided. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Who  is  Who  in  (he  German  Pharmaceutical  Industry 

DR.  WALTER  KAiN.  7570  Baden-Baden.  Wetzelstrasse  13. 

Germany,  lly  x  84in.  Paper  back.  DM.  45. 
The  book  gives  a  summary  of  145  pharmaceutical  com- 
panies in  Germany,  the  larger  and  middle-sized  being  dealt 
with  in  some  detail.  The  preface  mentions  that  all  informa- 
tion openly  accessible  up  to  August  this  year  has  been 
used  in  compiling  the  work.  The  author  introduces  the 
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text  with  a  two-page  summary  of  the  German  pharma- 
ceutical industry,  giving  such  useful  information  as  values 
of  production,  exports,  imports  and  money  spent  on 
advertising  certain  products.  The  information  given  under 
the  companies  is  concerned  with  capital,  ownership  names 
of  products  for  which  the  company  is  known  and  names 
of  subsidiaries,  etc. 

Recruitment  Advertising 

FRANK  coss.  American  Management  Association.  Agents: 
Bailey  Bros.  &  Swinfen,  Ltd.,  Warner  House,  Folkestone, 
Kent.'  9\  x  6\  in.  Pp.  206.  100s. 
Written  by  the  vice-president  of  research  of  an  advertising 
agency  specialising  in  manpower  and  in-the-field  recruiting, 
every  aspect  of  staff  advertising  is  covered.  Because  em- 
phasis is  laid  on  the  recruitment  of  qualified  manpower,  it 
has  particular  relevance  for  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
and  any  personnel  manager  prepared  to  pay  the  rather  high 


price  would  find  much  valuable  information.  This  fo 
of  publicity  can  often  be  a  considerable  item  in  ma 
advertising  budgets  and  the  emphasis  which  this  book  1; 
on  basic  advertising  principles  overcomes  the  disadvanta; 
for  British  readers  of  its  transatlantic  approach  to 
subject. 

Jordan's  Income  Tax  Guide  1968-69 

NORMAN  T.  CLARKE,  F.A.C.C.A.,  F.T.I. I.  Jordan  &  Sons,  L 
7  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.4.  71  x  4|  in.  Pp.  58.  3s. 
(paper  back). 

The  thirty-seventh  edition  guide  follows  the  pattern  of  \ 
vious  editions.  Part  I  outlines  the  various  schedules  un 
which  the  tax  is  assessed:  Part  II  gives  the  current  r< 
and  allowances,  while  Part  III  deals  with  "Pay  as  ] 
Earn."'  Examples  of  cases  occupy  the  next  16  pages.  I 
tables  of  income  tax  and  sur-tax  are  also  given  in 
book. 


BE  CAREFUL  WHAT  YOU  SAY 

The  new  trading  law  explained 


By  JOHN 

THE  Trade  Descriptions  Act,  1968,  has  now  passed 
through  Parliament  and  is  starting  to  operate  at  the 
end  of  November.  The  Act  affects  everyone  who  sells 
goods  or  who  offers  services  of  any  kind.  Fines  of  up  to 
£400  and  imprisonment  of  up  to  two  years  can  be  imposed 
on  traders  and  those  in  business  who  falsely  describe  the 
goods  they  sell  or  who  make  false  statements  about  the 
provision  of  a  service. 

Articles  for  Sale 

From  anyone  selling  an  article — and  this  applies  to  whole- 
salers, retailers  and  manufacturers  alike — the  law  now  ex- 
pects extreme  care  in  the  making  of  any  statement  about 
the  article  in  question. 

To  claim  that  a  certain  method  of  manufacture  has  been 
used  to  produce  the  article  when  that  is  not  so  is  to  have 
committed  an  offence.  A  claim  that  the  article  has  been 
tested  in  a  certain  way  when  it  has  not  will  also  land  the 
trader  in  trouble. 

False  statements  about  size  or  quantity  or  quality  are 
likewise  caught  up  in  the  net,  as  are  assurances  about  the 
place  or  date  of  manufacture.  If  you  assure  someone  that 
the  article  is  fit  for  a  certain  purpose  or  has  certain  char- 
acteristics— and  it  has  not — then  you  have  broken  the  law. 

In  fact,  practically  everything  false  or  misleading  that 
can  be  said  about  an  article  constitutes  a  breach  of  the  Act 
if  said  recklessly  or  deliberately. 

Price 

Stringent  laws  have  been  brought  into  being  concerning 
the  price  of  goods  offered  for  sale.  They  apply  most  parti- 
cularly when  articles  are  marked  down  in  price.  If  you 
falsely  mark  an  article  down  and  show  what  is  supposed 
to  be  a  reduced  price  when  it  is  no  such  thing,  you  will 
be  guilty  of  an  offence. 

If,  on  a  price  ticket,  you  cross  out  an  original  price  and 
insert  a  lower  one,  you  will  be  assumed  to  have  offered 
the  article  for  sale  at  the  original  price  for  at  least  twenty- 
eight  days  in  the  previous  six  months.  If  not,  you  are 
liable  to  be  fined. 

What  applies  to  an  original  price  at  sale  time  also  applies 
to  a  recommended  price.  In  other  words,  to  claim  that  you 
are  offering  an  article  at  less  than  a  recommended  price 
when  no  such  thing  exists  can  land  you  in  the  magistrates' 
court. 

Services 

What  is  true  for  articles  offered  for  sale  goes  for  any 
service  offered  in  the  course  of  trade  or  business.  A  state- 
ment that  a  full  after-sales  service  is  available  when  it  is 


HADLEY 

not  can  mean  a  heavy  fine.  The  promise  of  a  24-hour 
vice  when  the  possibility  doesn't  even  exist  means  tha 
offence  has  occurred. 

The  offer  of  a  service  by  a  skilled  person  when  sue' 
individual  is  not  available,  or  a  statement  that  a  ser 
can  be  obtained  in  a  certain  place  when  no  facilities  e} 
means  that  whoever  makes  the  promise  or  statement  i 
be  prosecuted. 

False  Description 

For  an  offence  to  be  committed,  the  false  statement 
not  necessarily  have  to  be  in  writing.  An  oral  staten 
about  goods  or  services  which  is  not  true  is  sufficient 

The  Act  also  gathers  in  misleading  advertiseme 
whether  placed  in  the  Press,  on  television,  or  even  i 
locally  distributed  circular.  It  is  not  only  the  deliberate 
that  is  covered.  A  grossly  misleading  statement  is  com 
as  a  false  trade  description  and  can  lead  to  fines. 

Where  a  company  is  concerned  a  manager  and  direi 
may  be  charged  as  an  accessory  if  he  or  she  was  resf 
sible  for  the  false  trade  description. 

On  the  whole,  the  new  law  covers  those  who  are  ei 
uttering  falsehoods  about  goods  or  services  or  those 
are  reckless  and  couldn't  care  less  about  what  they  say 

A  good  defence  is  to  show  that  the  statement  was 
or  the  false  description  applied  through  a  genuine  misi 
or  accident.  If  wrong  information  is  given  to  you  and 
pass  it  on  in  good  faith  you  will  not  be  guilty.  It  is 
a  defence  under  the  law  to  show  that  you  took  reason, 
precautions  to  ensure  that  anyone  under  your  control 
not  apply  a  false  trade  description  to  articles  or  gave  wi 
information  about  services. 

If  you  put  up  this  latter  defence  you  must,  if  you 
charged,  say  so  in  writing  seven  days  before  the  hea 
of  the  charge  so  that  a  check  can  be  made  to  see  whe 
anyone  else  was  responsible  for  the  breach  of  the  law. 

Precautions 

As  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  article,  the 
Act  comes  into  force  on  November  30.  In  the  meant 
all  procedures  should  be  checked  to  see  to  it  that,  w 
the  time  comes,  you  are  not  in  danger  of  committin 
offence.  If  you  have  staff  who  help  to  sell  your  good 
services,  tell  them  about  the  new  Act  so  that  it  ca 
shown  that  you  have  acted  reasonably. 

The  local  inspectors  who  will  enforce  the  new  laws 
wide  powers  to  seize  and  inspect  not  only  goods  but 
the  documents  and  books  of  your  business. 

Make  sure  that  you  are  not  caught  out — the  pena 
can  be  heavy. 
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200  Years  Old  and  Still  Showing  the  Way 

A  FAMOUS  TYNESIDE  BUSINESS  CELEBRATES  ITS  BICENTENARY 


NOT  many  businesses  founded  2()U 
years  ago  can  claim  to  be  the  pioneers 
of  new  developments  in  the  twentieth 
century.  In  the  pharmaceutical  field 
there  is  one  that  can.  The  business  of 
Mawson  &  Proctor  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  traces  its 
origin  back  to  1768,  during  the  reign 
of  George  III. 

John  Proctor,  its  founder,  was  born 
in  1744.  moved  to  London,  where  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  with  a  drug- 
gist in  the  city,  and  in  1768  settled  in 
Newcastle.  In  the  late  autumn  of  that 
year  he  opened  shop  as  a  chemist  and 
apothecary  at  the  head  of  the  Side, 
a  narrow  steep  street  leading  from  the 
Cathedral  to  the  bridge  over  the  Tyne. 
Proctor's  business  prospered,  and  he 
transferred  it  to  Grey  Street,  taking  on 
his  son  Thomas,  first  as  an  assistant, 
then  as  a  partner. 

Scientist,  Council  Member,  Examiner 

The  founder's  grandson,  Barnard 
Simpson  Proctor,  born  in  1829,  from 
boyhood  displayed  great  interest  in 
science.  Given  a  rigorous  training  in 
his  father's  shop,  in  1853  he  sat  and 
passed  his  examinations  in  London, 
going  on  to  achieve  distinction  in  the 
profession.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Society's  Council,  1863-64,  and  of  its 
board  of  examiners,  1867-69.  Barnard 
Proctor  published  in  the  various  tech- 
nical journals  a  number  of  papers  on 
the  scientific  asp>ects  of  pharmacy,  and 
was  one  of  the  small  body  of  men  who 
founded  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  in  1863.  The  conference 
held  its  first  meeting  in  Newcastle, 
and  Proctor's  paper  on  "Weights  and 
Measures  "  was  the  first  to  be  read. 
Some  of  his  other  literary  contribu- 
tions were  more  controversial;  one,  en- 
titled "Pharmaceutical  Remuneration  in 
Relation  to  Pharmaceutical  Progress," 
was  declined  by  the  York  Conference, 
though  it  was  published  elsewhere. 

In  1869  he  was  appointed  lecturer 
at  the  Medical  School,  Durham  Uni- 
versity, and  in  1885,  with  N.  H.  Mar- 
tin and  others,  he  founded  the  North 
of  England  School  of  Pharmacy.  A 
work  on  "Practical  Pharmacy,"  of 
which  he  was  the  author,  ran  into 
several  editions  and  became  a  standard 
work,  as  did  his  second  book,  pub- 
lished   in   the   Chemist  and  Druggist 


Site  of  Proctor's  hrst  bu.siness — as  of  Mawson's. 

series,  "Manual  of  Pharmaceutical  Test- 
ing." Proctor  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1898  and  moved  to  Bradford- 
on-Avon,  Wilts,  and  thence  to  West- 
bury-on-Trym,  near  Bristol,  where  he 
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died  in  September  1903.  In  the  busi- 
ness he  was  succeeded  upon  his  retire- 
ment by  Thomas  Maltby  C  lague.  Ph.C, 
A.M.I.E.E.  whom  he  had  taken  on  to 
help  him  in  1885. 

Born  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  Mr.  Clague 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  London 
with  Allen  &  Hanburys  before  going 
to  Newcastle,  first  as  an  assistant,  then 
as  Proctor's  partner.  He  was  several 
times  president  of  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  and  twice  took 
a  principal  part  in  making  the  local 
arrangements  for  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference.  Keenly  interested 
in  pharmaceutical  politics,  he  twice 
stood  for  Council.  His  researches  (with 
Sir  Thomas  Oliver,  M.D.)  into  the 
causes  of  lead  poisoning  and  "phossy 
jaw"  were  in  large  measure  responsible 
for  the  eradication  of  those  industrial 
diseases. 

John  Mawson,  born  in  Penrith  in 
1802,  was  raised  as  a  chemist  in  Sun- 
derland, moving  to  Newcastle  in  1828. 
There  he  established  himself  as  a  drug- 
gist on  the  Side  not  far  from  the  ori- 
ginal Proctor  business.  A  man  of  out- 
standing business  ability  and  of  sterling 
integrity,  he  was  keenly  interested  in 
politics  and  eventually  became  Sheriff 
of  the  City.  In  1846  he  was  joined  by 
Joseph  Wilson  Swan,  whom  he  took  on 
as  partner,  the  firm  becoming  known 
as  Mawson  &  Swan.  From  the  Side  the 
pharmacy  moved  to  new  and  larger 
premises  in  Mosley  Street.  Soon  per- 
ceiving the  genius  of  his  young  part- 
ner, Mawson  provided  him  with  the 
time  and  apparatus  to  pursue  his  scien- 
tific activities. 

A  Venture  Into  Yeast 

Mawson  was  also  one  of  the  first 
men  to  realise  the  possibilities  of  the 
German  yeast  business,  building  up  a 
vast  importing  concern  that,  as  Maw- 
son, Swan  &  Carter,  became  known 
throughout  the  kingdom.  To  run  it  he 
acquired  separate  premises  and  engaged 
a  staff  and  manager.  Mawson's  interests 
in  mineral  oils  spurred  him  into  that 
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market  and  again  he  founded  a  separ- 
ate company  to  exploit  the  products. 
He  had  also  a  keen  appreciation  of 
literature  and  art,  and  his  interests  in 
those  fields  led  him  to  purchase  an  art 
and  bookseller's  shop,  which  he  ex- 
tended to  include  an  art  gallery  (New- 
castle had  then  no  premises  of  that 
kind).  In  charge  of  the  department  was 
Mr.  Thomas  Morgan,  and  the  business, 
later  known  as  Mawson,  Swan  &  Mor- 
gan, still  flourishes  in  the  city. 

In  December  1867,  whilst  Sheriff  of 
the  City,  Mawson  was  asked  to  dispose 
of  nine  28-lb.  canisters  of  nitroglycerin, 
which  had  been  found  in  a  cellar  in 
the  city  centre.  After  much  contro- 
versy the  decision  was  taken  to  bury 
it  on  the  Town  Moor  but,  whilst  un- 
loading was  in  progress,  there  was  a 
violent  explosion  in  which  five  persons 
were  killed  outright,  including  Mr. 
Mawson  and  Mr.  Bryson,  the  town 
surveyor,  who  died  in  the  infirmary 
on  the  following  day. 

Photographic  Inventions 

For  a  time,  until  he  was  joined  by 
George  Weddell,  Joseph  Swan  carried 
on  both  the  pharmacy  and  the  firm's 
scientific  section.  He  was  also  engaged 
at  the  time  in  improving  the  various 
photographic  processes  then  in  use.  His 
successes  included  perfecting  the  car- 
bon process,  by  which  permanent  prints 
were  produced  from  negatives  (surviv- 
ing prints  by  the  process  appear  to  be 
as  fresh  and  as  delicate  today  as  when 
first  made).  Swan  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  stable  dry  plates,  standardised 
to  a  fixed  speed,  and  invented  bromide 
paper.  He  set  up  a  photographic  works 


in  Gateshead,  built  in  several  small 
units  to  minimise  the  risk  of  fire,  and 
which  was  under  the  direction  of  J. 
B.  Payne.  It  had  a  staff  of  nearly  100, 
with  offices  in  Newcastle  and  in  Soho 
Square,  London.  J.  B.  Payne  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Arthur,  who  in 
turn  was  followed  by  his  own  son 
Burton  Payne  in  1939. 

First  With  Electric  Lighting 

As  a  young  man  Swan  had  displayed 
an  interest  in  electricity,  and  as  early 
as  I860  passed  electric  currents  through 
strips  of  carbonised  paper  in  an  evacu- 
ated bell  jar.  The  strips  soon  burned 
out  and  Swan,  realising  that  the  vacuum 
was  imperfect,  abandoned  the  work  for 
a  number  of  years.  Upon  the  invention 
of  the  Sprengel  pump,  and  improve- 
ments in  carbonised  cellulose  filaments, 
he  resumed  his  work,  which  led  to  his 
exhibiting  in  1878  in  Newcastle  the 
first  incandescent  light.  Commencing 
manufacture  of  the  lamps  he  regis- 
tered his  firm  as  the  Swan  Electric 
Light  Co.  and  his  premises  in  Mosley 
Street  became  the  first  in  the  world  to 
be  lit  by  electricity.  To  forestall  legal 
complications  he  joined  with  Edison  in 
1882  to  form  the  Edison  &  Swan  Co. 

In  1881  Swan  was  made  a  Chevalier 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour  in  Paris.  In 
1894  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  and  in  1904,  in  which 
year  he  was  knighted,  an  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  died  in  1914,  aged  eighty-four,  and 
in  1960  his  son.  Sir  Kenneth  Swan 
Q.C.,  was  guest  of  honour  at  the  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  banquet  in  New- 
castle. Sir  Kenneth  is  at  present  en- 


gaged in  revising  a  biography  of  his 
famous  father,  to  be  published  shortly. 

George  Weddell,  born  in  Kelso  in 
1855,  served  his  apprenticeship  with  a 
pharmacist  in  that  town  and  qualified 
in  1876.  He  joined  Joseph  Swan  in 
1877  but  left  for  a  continental  train- 
ing and  later  became  the  representative 
in  Europe  for  Burgoyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co.  In  1881  Swan  brought  him  back 
to  the  Newcastle  firm,  of  which  he  took 
control,  opening  new  premises  in 
Grainger  Street.  Weddell  devised  a 
form  of  table  salt  that  was  non-deli- 
quescent, and  which  he  manufactured 
under  the  name  of  Cerebos,  floating 
Cerebos  as  an  independent  company 
with  headquarters  in  Greatham,  co. 
Durham.  In  that  new  and  expanding 
venture  his  duties  became  so  numerous 


"Ethicals"  liciiartniiiil  of  Mawson  &  Proctor  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Low  Friar  Lane 
the  first  such  dciiartiiicnt  in  Britain. 


-possil>lv 


New  shopfront  installed  at  the  Grainger  Street 
premises  in  1965. 

that  it  was  decided  to  amalgamate  the 
firm  with  Proctor  Son  &  Clague,  an 
amalgamation  completed  in  1912,  with 
T.  K.  Clague  as  the  first  managing 
director.  The  new  company  took  the 
style  Mawson  &  Proctor,  Ltd. 

Meanwhile  the  retail  premises  in 
Grainger  Street  continued  to  supply  a 
large  number  of  doctors,  hospitals  and 
pharmacists  with  their  requirements. 
When  Mr.  Clague  retired  in  1928  his 
place  was  taken  by  Mr.  Alfred  E. 
Harris,  who  left  in  1940  and  who  died 
in  October.  1968.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  A.  McGuckin,  the  present  manag- 
ing director. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  com- 
pany many  hundreds  of  apprentices 
have  been  trained  in  its  various  depart- 
ments. They  are  to  be  found  in  all 
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sections  of  pharmacy  and  in  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

In  1948  the  wholesale  activities  had 
become  so  great  that  new  premises 
were  acquired  in  Low  Friar  Lane,  and 
it  was  there  that  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  "ethical"  wholesale  depart- 
ment in  the  country  was  built.  The 
concern  is  still  a  family  business,  by 


far  the  greatest  interest  in  it  being  held 
by  the  descendants  of  George  Weddell. 
Mrs.  Shirley  Nuttall,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Weddcil,  was  a  director  of  the 
company  until  she  retired  in  1966.  Her 
son-in-law,  Mr.  J.  L.  Gillibrand,  is  the 
present  chairman  of  the  board.  Mrs, 
Ruby  Penman,  another  daughter  of  Mr. 
Weddell  and  a  member  of  the  company. 


lives  in  retirement  near  Brighton. 

In  1965,  with  the  help  of  about  forty- 
five  retail  pharmacists,  a  late-night  ser- 
vice was  started  at  the  Grainger  Street 
pharmacy.  It  was  registered  under  the 
name  Mawson  Proctor  (Group  Phar- 
macy), Ltd.,  thus  preserving  the  name 
of  some  of  the  illustrious  founders  of 
an  outstanding  enterprise. 


First  Shopping-centre  Branch 

A  STEP  IN  SAVORY  &  MOORE'S  'RATIONALISATION' 


WHEN  Sir  Hugh  Linstead  (chairman 
of  ihe  Macarthys  Group)  turned  the 
key  in  the  door  of  a  new  Savory  & 
Moore  pharmacy  in  Brighton  on 
November  8,  he  opened  also,  perhaps, 
a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of 
that  old-established  retail  group. 

Separately  Organised 

Since  Macarthys  took  over  the 
Savory  &  Moore  company  in  July  1967 
the  retail  side  of  the  business  has  been 
divorced  from  the  Group's  other 
trading  activities.  Under  its  own  board 
of  directors  the  retail  company  has 
been  committed  since  that  time  to  a 
rationalisation  of  its  retailing  activities. 
About  twelve  branches  have  either  been 
sold  or  closed  and  several  others  have 
been  resited  in  more  suitable  trading 
positions. 

A  new  branch  was  opened  at  Will- 
ingdon,  nr.  Eastbourne,  earlier  this  year 
but  in  accordance  with  arrangements 
made  by  the  previous  management:  the 
pharmacy  in  Churchill  Square,  Brigh- 
ton, is  the  first  completely  new  business 
negotiated  by  the  present  company.  The 
pattern  of  retail  pharmacy  in  the  I97()"s 
is  held  to  be  oriented  towards  larger 
units  capable  of  supporting  two 
pharmacists  and  sited  in  premier  shop- 
ping centres. 

At  Brighton  Savory  &  Moore  had 
traded  until  January  in  East  Street. 
The  business  there  was  closed  when  the 
lease  terminated  and  was  not  renewed. 
The  C  hurchill  Square  installation 
allows  the  company  to  renew  its  trading 
activities  in  the  locality  and,  because 
the  company's  head  office  is  also  situ- 
ated in  Brighton,  it  permits  the  direc- 
tors to  measure  the  performance  of  the 
new  type  of  branch.  Brighton's 
Churchill  Square  Development  is  a 
£l()-mi!lion  scheme  incorporating 
offices,  shops,  stores  and  flats  together 
with  parking  space  for  over  1,(1)0  cars 


Interior  of  the  new  premises  at  Western  Road  le\el. 

in  a  traffic-free  area  between  the  main 
shopping  thoroughfare  (Western  Road) 
and  the  seafront.  From  parts  of  the 
circulation  areas  there  is  a  view  of  the 
sea. 

Three  Phases 

Phase  I — an  entertainments  centre 
and  multi-story  car  park  near  the  sea- 
front — opened  in  1967.  Phase  II,  con- 
sisting of  offices,  shops  and  car  parks 
adjacent  to  Western  Road,  is  now  al- 
most complete  and  the  premises  began 
to  be  occupied  by  tenants,  including 
Savory  &  Moore,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  present  year.  Tesco,  W.  H.  Smith 
and  MacFisheries  are  already  open  and 
in  the  new  year  they  will  be  joined  by 
British  Home  Stores  and  Sainsburys. 
The  Savory  &  Moore  shop  which,  like 
all  others  on  the  site,  is  serviced  at 
basement    level,   trades   from  ground 


An  exterior  view  of  the  pharmac.v  showing  corner  position  al  Western  Road  level. 


floor  and  has  a  lower-ground-flooi" 
showroom.  It  is  a  corner  unit  with  a 
2()-ft.  frontage  on  to  the  Square  and  an 
80  ft.  frontage  to  the  wide  pedestrian 
route  to  Western  Road  (total  over 
1,500  sq  ft.  at  that  level). 

The  installation,  carried  out  by  E. 
Pollard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C.I,  is 
essentially  of  the  self-selection  open- 
plan  type,  with  open  wall  shelving  and 
numerous  gondolas,  counter  units  being 
used  only  for  the  medicinal,  photo- 
graphic and  cosmetic  departments. 
Window  displays  are  provided  to  a 
level  of  only  4  ft.  by  means  of  shelves 
backed  to  gondola-type  units,  giving  a 
view  to  potential  customers  of  the 
whole  shop  throughout  its  long  front- 
age. Merchandise  on  the  ground  floor 
is  basically  that  associated  tradition- 
ally with  the  chemist. 

A  Showroom  Below 

In  the  lovver-ground-floor  showroom, 
almost  9(M)  sq.  ft.  in  area,  and  entered 
by  a  stairway  adjacent  to  part  of  the 
long  side  pedestrian  way,  open  shelv- 
ing and  gondolas  display  a  variety  of 
goods  appealing  to  the  "gift  market," 
including  traditional  cofFrets  and  electri- 
cal goods  associated  with  pharmacy, 
together  with  records,  goods  in  stain- 
less steel,  pottery  and  leather,  and  table 
ware.  Those  lines  are  expected  to 
attract  the  town's  many  visitors  not 
only  at  Christmas  but  during  the 
summer  season.  The  unit  is  the 
Group's  third  largest  in  terms  of  space 
but  early  trading  indications  suggest 
that  even  bigger  units  will  be  required 
to  meet  future  needs.  ' 
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HOSPITAL  PHARMACY  IN  NEXT  DECADE 

New  developments  envisaged  by  a  medical  specialist 


THERE  were  numerous  occasions  when 
it  would  be  advantageous  for  the  phar- 
macist to  be  more  closely  involved  with 
the  clinician,  said  Dr.  M.  Eastwood, 
Department  of  Therapeutics,  Edin- 
burgh Royal  Infirmary,  during  a  staff 
training  course  for  hospital  pharmacists 
arranged  by  the  South-east  of  Scotland 
Regional  Hospital  Board  in  conjunction 
with  the  Regional  Pharmaceutical  Ad- 
visory Committee  and  held  recently  in 
Edinburgh.  Dr.  Eastwood  pointed  out 
that  bacteriologists,  pathologists  and 
almoners  had  close  ties  with  the  clini- 
cian. Why  should  not  the  pharmacist 
be  associated  directly  with  that  team? 

At  the  present  time  drugs  of  small 
molecular  weight  were  used  to  affect 
systems  about  which  knowledge  was 
limited.  Inevitably  more  complex  sys- 
tems would  come  to  be  used  in  therapy, 
causing  repercussions  upon  the  phar- 
macist. The  oldest  complex  therapeutic 
system,  blood  transfusion,  did  not  in- 
volve the  pharmacist.  It  was  ironical 
that  the  pharmacist  should  not  partici- 
pate in  the  developing  use  of  plasma, 
fibrin,  gammaglobulin  and  antihaemo- 
philic  globulin.  The  next  field  in  which 
such  biological  therapeutic  agents 
would  be  of  importance  might  be  in 
"failures  of  the  clotting  mechanisms." 

Surgeons  were  currently  obsessed  by 
two  possible  developments :  the  intro- 
duction of  antibiotics  that  would  alTect 
a  wider  range  of  bacteria;  and  the  treat- 
ment of  cancer.  Trimethoprim  presen- 
ted a  novel  approach,  and  if  future 
chemotherapy  was  to  be  based  on  dif- 
ferences in  enzyme  function,  then  the 
pharmacist  would  be  involved.  If,  how- 
ever, malignant  proliferation  by  cells 
was  proved  to  be  due  to  a  breakdown 
of  immunological  mechanisms,  then  it 
was  possible  that  a  more  biological  ap- 
proach would  be  devised,  and  that  such 
preparations  would  be  developed  by 
the    blood    transfusion    service.  Then 


the  pharmacist  might,  in  conjunction 
with  the  clinician  and  the  chemist,  con- 
sider the  pathologists'  and  biochemists' 
reports  and  assess  enzyme  properties 
within  tumours  in  order  to  devise  a 
"cocktail  of  enzyme  inhibitors."' 

A  major  change  in  current  hospital 
planning  was  the  development  of  the 
intensive  care  area.  There  might 
emerge  a  new  speciality — that  of  inten- 
sive-care physicians.  An  important  con- 
tribution the  pharmacist  might  make 
was  in  preparing  prefilled  syringes 
loaded  with  commonly  used  dosages. 
It  would  frequently  help  if  the  phar- 
macist were  available  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  cutting  down  the  number 
of  tablets  prescribed  in  treating  the 
elderly.  "One  appreciates  being  always 
welcome  in  the  pharmacy  and  that  ad- 
vice is  immediately  and  readily  given; 
but  one  is  reluctant  to  go  down  and 


discuss  every  treatment  chart  with  ex- 
tremely busy  people." 

Dr.  Eastwood  looked  to  the  pharma- 
cist for  two  expanded  services :  first, 
constant  appraisal  of  the  efficiency  of 
treatment  and  second  the  detection  of 
adverse  reactions.  Many  felt  that  the 
pharmacist  was  the  person  who  should 
keep  a  local  register  of  drug  reactions. 
He  was  ideally  trained  to  do  that. 
While  the  decision  whether  a  drug  re- 
action had  occurred  would  still  be  a 
medical  decision  requiring  a  judgment 
by  the  clinician,  the  pharmacist  would 
become  responsible  for  administrative 
aspects  of  the  drug-reaction  reports.  A 
register  would  make  it  possible  to 
evaluate  the  circumstances  in  which 
drug  reactions  might  appear.  There 
were  also  reactions  resulting  from  con- 
taminants. So  far  as  he  knew,  no 
record  was  kept  of  batches  or  of  the 
incidence  of  reactions  within  batches. 
Reaction  registration  and  analytical 
techniques  would  become,  in  fact,  a 
consumer  quality  control  system. 


BRITISH  NATIONAL  FORMULARY,  1968 

Changes  outlined  to  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Harrow  Branch 


MOST  significant  change  in  the  British 
National  Formulary,  1968  (publication 
date  December  13;  official  from 
March  3,  1969)  was  the  replacement  for 
dispensing  purposes  of  the  apothecary 
system  of  weights  and  measures  by  the 
metric  system,  said  Mr.  A.  D.  Thorn- 
TON-IONES  (loint  Secretary,  Joint  For- 
mulary Committee),  when  he  addressed 
the  Harrow  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  on  November  4.  One  of  the 
advantages  of  the  switch  would  be  a  re- 
duction in  the  variety  of  container  sizes 
needed  in  the  pharmacy  to  seven  (25, 
50,  100,  150,  200,  300  and  500  mils). 
When  the  new  B.N.F.  became  official, 
the  metric  system  would  be  obligatory 
for  all  National  Health  Service  pres- 
criptions. The  "Notes  for  Prescribers" 
were  of  great  value  to  general  practi- 
tioners, doctors  in  hospitals  and  medi- 
cal students,  as  well  as  to  pharmacists. 


DISPENSING  RADIOPHARMACEUTICALS 

Guild  Council  stresses  need  for  control  by  pharmacists 


REPRESENTATIONS  are  being  made 
to  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  by  the  council  of  the 
Guild  of  Public  Pharmacists  that  the 
dispensing  and  supply  of  radiophar- 
maceuticals in  hospitals  should  be  by 
or  under  the  supervision  of  pharma- 
cists. At  its  meeting  in  London  on 
November  9  the  council  considered 
such  supervision  essential,  so  that 
adequate  precautions  could  be  taken  to 
ensure  sterility  and  freedom  from 
pyrogens  when  injectable  forms  were 
prepared  extemporaneously. 

Concern  was  expressed  about  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  the  supply  through  the  hos- 
pital service  of  injection  of  methyl- 
amphetamine  to  general  practitioners 
and  dentists.  The  arrangements  were 
considered  inadequate  to  prevent  the 
preparation  from  being  obtained  for 
the  use  of  persons  dependent  upon  it, 
and  representations  had  already  been 
made  to  the  Ministry  that  they  should 
be  tightened.  The  secretary  was  re- 
quested to  ask  branch  secretaries  to 


advise  their  members  about  ways  in 
which  the  arrangements  could  easily  be 
circumvented  and  urging  vigilance  and 
the  institution  of  local  arrangements 
aimed  at  prevention. 

Evidence  to  be  submitted  to  the  Noel 
Hall  Working  Party  was  further  con- 
sidered and  the  president  and  secretary 
were  authorised  to  finalise  the  memor- 
andum and  submit  it.  A  draft  paper 
giving  the  Guild's  comments  on  the 
Green  Paper  on  the  Administrative 
Structure  of  the  Medical  and  Related 
Services  was  referred  to  the  executive 
committee.  Grave  concern  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  delay  in  negotiations  on 
the  salary  claim  submitted  in  July  and 
the  staft'  side  secretary  was  urged  to 
press  for  a  meeting  of  the  Whitley 
Council  Committee  so  soon  as  pos- 
sible and  at  the  latest  in  December. 
It  was  agreed  that  members  attending 
the  branch  delegates'  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary 1969  should  receive  an  allowance 
towards  their  expenses  if  they  needed 
to  stay  overnight  in  Birmingham  in 
order  to  be  present  at  the  meeting. 


Layout  was  unchanged  from  previous 
editions  and  the  proprietary  products 
section,  though  it  went  quickly  out  of 
date,  had  been  retained.  Seventy-nine 
new  monographs  replaced  an  equal 
number  of  monographs  in  the  B.N.F., 
1963,  but  the  book  had  grown  by  twenty 
pages. 

In  the  "general  information"  section, 
the  instructions  for  diluting  doses  that 
were  fractions  of  5  mils  had  been  clari- 
fied. The  Joint  Committee  favoured 
routine  labelling  of  the  container  with 
the  name  of  the  preparation,  but  the 
means  whereby  a  doctor  could  indicate 
that  he  did  not  wish  the  preparation  to 
be  named  had  not  been  worked  out.  In 
consequence  that  proposal  was  not 
being  immediately  implemented  [see 
p.  465 — Editor]. 

In  the  paediatric  section  the 
"Catzel"  scheme  for  calculating  doses 
for  children  had  been  approved.  Under 
it  the  doses  for  children  aged  12,  7,  3 
or  1  year  are  respectively  J,  j,  I  or  i 
of  the  adult  dose.  The  section  on  de- 
pendence of  drugs  had  been  enlarged, 
and  details  of  recent  legislation  inclu- 
ded. The  section  on  adverse  reactions  to 
drugs  had  also  been  considerably  ex- 
panded. In  "Notes  for  Prescribers" 
about  forty  new  drugs  were  discussed. 
In  the  section  on  the  alimentary  system, 
in  which  little  change  had  been  made, 
the  inclusion  of  drugs  for  eliminating 
intestinal  parasites  was  often  ques- 
tioned, as  was  the  section  on  tropical 
diseases.  Both  were  included  because 
the  B.N.F.  was  used  by  British  Armed 
Forces  all  over  the  world  as  well  as  by 
the  medical  professions  of  other  coun- 
tries. Propranolol  tablets  and  injection 
had  been  included  under  "heart  and 
diuretic"  drugs  as  alternatives  to  glyceryl 
trinitrate,  and  ethacrynic  acid  and 
frusemide  as  rapid-action  diuretics. 
Two  more  cough  mixtures  containing 
ipecacuanha  had  been  deleted  and  of 
the  ipecacuanha-containing  prepara- 
tions only  ammonia  and  ipecacuanha 
mixture,  ipecacuanha  and  morphine 
mixture  and  ipecacuanha  and  squill  linc- 
tus  survived. 
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A  new  section  on  pressurised  aerosols 
sted  twenty-three  preparations,  with 
nformation  on,  and  precautions  to  be 
iken  during,  their  use.  A  new  section 
ealt  with  oxygen  administration. 
In  the  section  on  analgesics  another 
ttempt  had  been  made  to  get  rid  of 
henacetin.  Phenacetin  tablets  and 
spirin  and  phenacetin  tablets  had  been 
eleted.  Though  compound  codeine 
iblets  and  the  soluble  form  remained, 
ose  preparations  had  been  renamed 
spirin  phenacetin  and  codeine  tablets 
nd  aspirin,  phenacetin  and  codeine 
)luble  tablets  respectively.  The  see- 
on  dealing  with  monoaminoxidase 
hibitors  had  been  expanded  so  as  to 
idicate  the  dangers  of  their  use;  two 
id  been  deleted. 

In  the  section  on  the  "genito-urinary 
act"  a  table  containing  a  list  (up  to 
ate  at  the  time  of  going  to  press)  of 
mailable  oral  contraceptives  gave  de- 
ils  of  their  composition. 
Methicillin  injection  was  restored  to 
e  section  on  injections,  and  phenoxy- 
ethylpenicillin  was  now  called  peni- 
|llin  V,  since  it  was  recognised  that 
e  former  name  was  unlikely  to  be 
ed  in  prescriptions.  The  amount  of 
antibiotic  to  be  dispensed  in  the 
isence  of  specific   instructions  from 
prescriber  had  been  amended  to 
days"  supply." 

Medical  practitioners  had  expressed 
ncern  about  the  toxic  effects  of  cor- 
osteroids.  The  section  dealing  with 
em  therefore  included  a  list  of  the 
advantages  and  adverse  effects. 
Neutral  insulin  had  been  included  in 
section  dealing  with  insulins.  The 
)mmittee  had  hoped  to  include  some 
mment  on  the  animal  source  of  the 
rious  insulins,  but  discussions  with 
manufacturers  had  shown  that  to 
impracticable.  Phenformin  was  in- 
ded     among     the  hypoglycaemic 
ents,  and  Glucagon  was  included  for 
treatment  of  hypogylcaemia  since 
could  be  given  by  subcutaneous  or 
ramuscular  injection  and  roused  the 
tient  sufficiently  to  enable  sugar  to 
administered  by  mouth. 

»n  With  Folic  Acid 

(t  was  now  agreed  that  low  doses  of 
ic  acid  should  be  given  as  a  routine 
conjunction  with  iron  during  preg- 
[icy.  The  Committee  had  been  un- 
e  to  prepare  one  "umbrella"  mono- 
ph  to  cover  the  various  commercial 
parations  containing  iron  and  folic 
d  that  were  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
1  had  consequently  listed,  in  the  sec- 
of  haematinics,  examples  of 
eral  such  products  with  details  of 
ir  contents. 

Mr.  Thornton-Jones  considered  that 
1    role  of  vitamins  was  overplayed, 
I  the  section  on  vitamins  might  be 
ned  at  the  next  edition.  Because  of 
seriousness  of  overdosage  with  vita- 
p  D  from  its  presence  in  so  many 
ds,  calciferol  tablets  had  been  re- 
ed strong  calciferol  tablets, 
he    Committee   was    also    of  the 
ion  that  corticosteroid  creams  were 
rally  too  strong  and  was  recom- 
ding  manufacturers  either  to  pro- 
e  more  dilute  preparations  or  to 
r  preparations  that  the  pharmacist 
Id   dilute;   for  the   latter  purpose 
able  diluents  were  given  in  the  rele- 


vant monographs.  Where  a  diluent  was 
not  noted,  the  pharmacist  was  advised 
not  to  dilute  the  preparation. 

The  section  on  eye  drops  directed 
the  supplier,  in  the  absence  of  direc- 
tions from  the  prescriber,  to  supply 
10  mils.  Maximum  size  for  a  container 
was  10  mils.  Eye-drop  labels  should 
state  that  the  preparation  was  to  be 
discarded  two  weeks  after  opening. 

Nine  mixtures  had  been  deleted 
from  the  formulary  and  nomenclature 
had  been  standardised.  Oral  liquid  pre- 
parations   were    to    be    described  as 


either  "mixtures"  (suspensions  of  medi- 
caments in  a  liquid  vehicle)  or  "elixirs" 
(clear  solutions).  The  term  "syrup  "  for 
those  oral  liquid  medicaments  was  now 
less  used,  but  the  term  "linctus"  was 
retained. 

All  preparations  previously  formu- 
lated to  a  one-teaspoonful  dose  had 
been  reformulated  to  5  mils,  and  those 
previously  formulated  to  a  j-fl.oz.  dose 
to  10  mils.  The  address  concluded  with 
details  of  the  scheme  for  metric  dis- 
pensing. Publication  date  of  the  B.N.F., 
1968,  is  December  13. 


"OPERATION  FACELIFT" 

A  unified  image  for  "Co-op"  shops 

minium  shopfronts.  Luxaflex  cladding 
is  recommended  for  facias,  and  a  range 
of  illuminated  and  non-illuminated 
symbols  and  identification  signs  have 
been  produced  by  the  Sign  Centre, 
(Harrison  &  Pinder,  Ltd.,  Beckenham, 
Kent).  Chrome  Mesh  Equipment,  Ltd., 
Morden,  Surrey,  and  W.  M.  Allen, 
Ltd.,  Montford  Street,  Salford,  5, 
become  responsible  for  fixtures  and 
fittings.  The  aim  is  to  convert  at  least 
2,500  Co-op  shops  during  1969  and 
the  indications  are  that  more  than 
£10  m.  will  be  spent  on  shop  modern- 
isation during  that  period  (possibly 
even  more  in  the  following  year). 
Within  the  first  few  days  of  announc- 
ing "Operation  Facelift,"  the  Wholesale 
Society  received  requests  to  cope  with 
more  than  300  shops.  The  scheme  is 
being  handled  at  the  C.W.S.  by  Mr.  D. 
S.  Greensmith  (deputy  chief  executive 
officer  (administration))  who  was  until 
recently  with  Boots,  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  A. 
G.  Trotman  (previously  with  the 
Beecham  group).  A  site  assessment  ser- 
vice has  been  set  up  to  provide  research 
and  to  evaluate  sites  so  as  to  ensure 
the  best  return  on  invested  capital.  A 
standard  kit  of  components  was  devised 
by  Thomas  Bennett  &  Sons  (Leeds), 
Ltd.,  the  basic  principle  being  to  fix  a 
horizontal  beam  at  a  standard  height 
across  the  shop  frontage,  allowing  all 
other  components  such  as  doors  and 
window  frames  to  be  made  to  standard 
vertical  dimensions. 


"OPERATION  Facelift"  is  the  name 
given  to  a  plan  introduced  by  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
(C.W.S.)  to  assist  retail  societies  to 
modernise  their  premises  (including 
pharmacy  departments).  Two  objectives 
of  the  plan  are  a  standard  of  uniformity 
in  the  appearance  of  retail  Co-opera- 
tive establishments,  and  to  make  avail- 
able the  materials  and  services  needed 
to  achieve  complete  or  partial  refits  at 
prices  representing  a  "substantial  saving 
on  anything  previously  offered." 

The  negotiations  initiated  by  the 
C.W.S.  with  manufacturers  and  sup- 
pliers of  shopfittings  required  that,  how- 
ever small  or  large  the  retail  require- 
ment, the  materials  and  services  should 
be  made  available  at  the  same  advan- 
tageous price.  A  number  of  the  larger 
organisations  were  brought  in  to  imple- 
ment the  programme  and  thus  to  ensure 
to  retail  societies  prices  advantages 
they  could  not  gain  in  isolation. 

A  Manual  Circulated 

A  manual  setting  out  recommenda- 
tions as  to  external  appearance,  internal 
design,  and  fittings  and  fixtures,  all 
designed  so  that  all  or  part  could  be 
taken  up  according  to  individual  needs, 
was  circulated  by  the  C.W.S.  For  the 
shopfronts  a  consortium  was  organ- 
ised consisting  of  Pilkington  Bros.. 
Ltd.  (glass),  Alcan  (U.K.),  Ltd.,  and 
Thomas  Bennett  &  Sons  (Leeds),  Ltd., 
to    fabricate    and    manufacture  alu- 
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THE  NEW  CO-OP  FACE 
Co-op  pharmacy  shopfront. 


-Architects'   sketch   illustrating  use  of  standard-height  fittings  for  a 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  COMMITTEES'  CONFERENCE 


(Concluded 

THE  remuneration  offer  having  been 
accepted,  Mr.  A.  J.  Preston  (Leicester- 
shire and  Rutland)  went  to  the  micro- 
phone to  move: — 

That   this   meeting  deplores  the  pas- 
sive attitude  of  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee and  the    lack   of   lucid  facts 
presented  to  contractors. 
In    his    opinion    the  Committee  was 
taking  the  wrong  approach  and  giving 
the  wrong  image.  It  was  too  ready  to 
say  yes. 

Not  without  some  heat  Mr.  David 
said  that  the  Committee  had  made  the 
strongest  representations  to  the  Mini- 
stry and  gone  to  great  pains  to  be  lucid 
in  its  explanations  to  members. 

The  motion  when  put  had  no  sup- 
porters. 

Prescription  Charge  Exemptions 

Appendix  7  presented  the  Minister's 
reply  to  the  Committee's  representations 
about  remuneration  in  relation  to  pres- 
cription charges.  In  it  he  wrote  that  he 
was  unable  to  agree  that  the  evidence 
justified  altering  the  previously  agreed 
rates.  Evidence  submitted  by  both  sides 
to  the  Scottish  arbitration  tribunal,  as 
evaluated  by  the  arbitrator,  put  the 
average  time  per  prescription  at  60 
seconds  (against  65  sec.  postulated  in 
the  agreement  for  England  and  Wales) 
where,  in  fact,  staff  costs  per  prescrip- 
tion were  about  22  per  cent,  lower. 

Secondly  a  survey  undertaken  over 
a  balanced  sample  of  chemists  provided 
inescapable  evidence  that  the  extreme 
difficulties  complained  of  by  some  che- 
mists were  atypical. 

Contractors'  anxiety  that  the  fall  in 
prescription  numbers  would  cause  a 
drop  in  their  income  was  accepted,  as 
was  the  need  to  adjust  payments 
accordingly.  On  the  basis  of  the 
balance-sheet  as  a  whole,  as  at  present 
forecast,  the  Ministry  envisaged  a  pro- 
bable increase  of  one  penny  per  pres- 
cription, in  addition  to  the  payment  of 
a  halfpenny  or  so  starting  in  September. 
Something  like  two-fifths  of  it  might 
be  broadly  regarded  as  compensating 
for  the  long-term  effect  of  charges  On 
one  other  point  the  Committee's  claims 
would  be  met.  The  extra  payment  from 
September  1  would  be  by  flat  payment 
rather  than  an  additional  \  per  cent, 
oncost. 

Mr.  David  suggested  that  the  in- 
quiry referred  to  must  either  have 
been  "loaded"  or  the  replies  must  have 
been  misinterpreted.  "Difficult"  and 
"time-consuming"  were  not  synony- 
mous. The  Committee  had  pressed  its 
arguments,  and  on  October  29  the 
Ministry,  while  not  accepting  them,  had 
raised  the  payment  to  |d.  per  prescrip- 
tion. 

That  worked  out  at  3s.  9d.  per  hour, 
said  Mr.  H.  Williams  (Reading)  and 
showed  the  value  the  Ministry  put  on 
pharmacists'  services.  Contractors 
should  stop  thinking  of  pharmacists  as 
"employers"  and  "employees"  and  come 
together  in  a  trade  union  —  the  sooner 
the  better. 

Pharmacists'  time  need  not  have  been 
wasted  in  the  way  it  had,  said  Mr.  S. 
Morgan  (Hereford)  if  the  checks  had 
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been  made  where  they  should  have 
been  —  in  the  doctor's  surgery.  Mr. 
C.  Mellor,  Stockport,  agreed,  and  said 
the  Committee  should  press  for  a  sui- 
table notice  to  be  shown  in  surgeries 
calling  for  signatures  before  the  patient 
left.  That  had  now  been  agreed,  said 
Mr.  David.  When  he  moved  acceptance 
of  the  jd.  payment  per  prescription  that 
was  agreed. 

At  a  meeting  on  July  18,  said  Mr. 
David,  the  Ministry  had  been  pressed 
to  agree  to  a  standstill  on  transfers  from 
prescribing  to  dispensing  lists.  "We  told 
them  that  dispensing  doctors  were  using 
the  delay  to  increase  their  dispensing 
lists  and  to  consolidate  their  position." 
The  Ministry  had  said  that  the  right 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  amend  the 
Regulation  along  the  proposed  lines 
with  minimal  delay:  it  might  be  within 
a  few  months.  "We  told  them  that, 
on  the  understanding  that  the  amend- 
ments would  take  place  by  October, 
we  would  agree  to  wait.  The  Regula- 
tion has  not  been  amended  and  we 
have  now  asked  for  a  meeting  with 
the  Minister." 

Discussion  on  the  revised  Regulation 
27  had  shown  substantial  agreement 
between  the  two  sides.  It  had  been 
agreed  that  the  Dispensing  Committee 
should  comprise  (a)  an  independent 
chairman,  who  need  not  be  resident 
in  a  rural  area;  (b)  three  doctors  —  not 
more  than  two  of  whom  should  be 
practitioners  in  a  rural  area;  (c)  three 
pharmacists,  not  more  than  two  of 
whom  should  have  their  main  busi- 
ness in  a  rural  area;  and  (d)  two  lay 
members,  only  one  of  whom  should  be 
on  the  dispensing  list  of  a  doctor. 

The  Ministry  had  also  agreed  that 
neither  of  the  lay  members  should  be 
a  patient  of  a  doctor  on  the  Dispensing 
Committee  or  of  a  doctor  in  an  area 
under  consideration  by  the  Dispensing 
Committee. 

At  the  meeting  there  had  also  been 
discussion  about  dispensing  doctors  and 
health  centres,  and  the  committee  had 
made  the  points  that  there  should  be 
no  need  to  provide  dispensing  facili- 
ties for  dispensing  doctors  in  a  properly 
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sited  health  centre,  since  pharmacies 
could  certainly  provide  the  pharmaceu 
tical  service  for  a  properly  sited  centre: 
and  that,  in  the  Notes  for  Guidance  to 
Executive  Councils,  it  should  be  made 
clear  that  "major  change  of  circum 
stance"  for  the  purpose  of  Regulation 
27  should  include  the  establishment  ol 
a  health  centre,  and  should  bring  about 
an  immediate  review  of  the  area.  The 
latest  letter,  just  received,  had  said 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  several  foi 
the  new  Minister  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  a.  D.  Rhodes  (Yorkshire  North 
Riding),  said  that  rural  contractors  were 
tired  and  distressed  at  being  kept  in  the 
dark,  and  Mr.  H.  Jarvis  Graves 
(Devon  and  Exeter)  called  for  quick 
action.  Mr.  D.  L.  Coleman  (Norfolk) 
did  likewise,  saying  the  constant  wait 
was  being  accompanied  by  a  rapid  in 
crease  in  doctors'  dispensing  and  the 
closure  of  many  rural  pharmacies. 

Mr.  W.  J.  H.  Ewins  (Monmouth) 
said  chemists  should  be  encouraged  by 
subsidies  to  open  in  rural  areas,  and 
Mr.  G.  J.  Hendra  (Cornwall)  urged 
collective  publicity  for  the  merits  of 
pharmacist  dispensing  as  against  dis- 
pensing by  doctors. 

What  his  colleagues  objected  to,  said 
Mr.  C.  S.  Stephenson  (Yorkshire  East 
Riding)  was  that  doctors  were  dispen 
sing  in  urban  dispensaries.  The  present 
thfee-mile  limit  should  go.  The  situa 
tion  should  be  governed  by  the  location 
of  surgeries  in  relation  to  pharmacies 

There  was  some  discussion  on  the 
snags  in  undertaking  oxygen  supply 
after  Mr.  J.  Charlton  (secretary  of 
the  Committee)  had  outlined  the  presen 
state  of  discussions  over  better  terms  of 
remuneration. 

There  was  no  desire  to  hear  a  state- 
ment from  Mr.  David  on  the  Green 
Paper  and  he  undertook  to  send  £ 
digest  of  it  to  Pharmaceutical  Com 
mittees.  He  allowed  a  resolution  to  be 
put  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Storer  (Tynemouth) 
"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that  all  T.S.A.,  S4A,  S4B  and  D.D.A 
drugs  when  ordered  on  prescription 
should  be  restricted  to  one  month's 
supply."  It  was  carried  overwhelmingly 


NEW  BRITISH  RESEARCH  INTO  EPILEPSY 

Association  launches  £100,000  fund 


NEW  British  researches  into  the  causes 
and  cure  of  epilepsy  will  help  dispel 
the  awe  and  superstition  that  still  seem 
to  surround  the  "falling  sickness."  A 
fund  was  officially  launched  on  Octo- 
ber 2  by  Mrs.  Harold  Wilson  (wife  of 
the  Prime  Minister)  on  behalf  of  the 
British  Epilepsy  Association  to  endow 
three  research  fellowships.  Dr.  D.  G. 
Valliamy  (consultant  paediatrician  at 
Guy's  hospital)  will  assess  psycho- 
metrically  the  adverse  effects  of  anti- 
convulsants in  children  attending  the 
hospital's  epilepsy  clinic.  Dr.  J.  F.  Mit- 
chell (lecturer  in  pharmacology  at 
Cambridge)  will  investigate  chemical 
transmitters  at  synaptic  junctions.  Pro- 
fessor J.  G.  Forfar  at  Edinburgh  will 
study  convulsions  during  the  neonatal 
period.  Target  figure  of  the  fund  is 
£100.000  within  five  years,  and  already 
£13,000  has  been  collected. 


At  the  ofi^cial  launching  of  the  fund 
Professor  Denis  Hill  (Institute  of 
Psychiatry)  said  that  epilepsy  was  now 
understood  as  not  a  disease  but  a  symp- 
tom or  group  of  symptoms,  which 
might  be  consequent  on  many  diseases 
or  on  brain  injuries.  About  half  the 
sufferers  had  no  clear  manifestation  of 
disease  or  injury  to  the  brain,  but  had 
apparently  a  special  liability  to  the 
complaint.  About  85  per  cent.  sufferersMjtf, 
were  people  of  normal  intelligence,  even 
exceptionally  able.  Research  was  needed' 
into  the  circumstances  of  childbirth  and 
infantile  life  in  which  injuries  to  the 
brain,  even  minor  ones,  set  the  stage 
for  the  development  of  later  epilepsy^ 
in  childhood  and  adolescence;  and  tol 
discover  its  essential  nature. 

Contributions  to  the  fund  should  be! 
sent  to  The  British  Epilepsy  Associa- 
tion, 3  Alfred  Place,  London,  W.C.I. 
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The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by 
harges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values 

London,  November   13:   The  con- 
..inuing  tight  supply  position  of  a  num- 
Iber  of  Crude  Drugs  was  reflected  in 
:he  higher  prices  being  asked  for  those 
terns.  Among  them  were  Cherry  bark 
up  one  penny  per  lb.),  Canary  Isles 
:oCHiNEAL  (by  Is.  6d.-2s.  according  to 
,rade),  Sarsaparilla  (twopence).  Lyco- 
•ODiuM   (5s.)  and   Podophyllum  (5s. 
wt.).  Costa   Rican   Ipecacuanha  was 
.im    and    dearer    in    both  positions. 
Shipment   offers   of   Indian  Valerian 
ose  5s.  cwt.  and  spot  material  by  lOs., 
lit  Continental  was  marked  down  in 
nticipation  of  the  new   crop.  Easier 
Iso  for  the  same  reason  was  Brazilian 
.ENTHOL.  Spot   Mercury  was  down 
5  per  flask  of  76  lb.  and  Turmeric  by 
,5s.  cwt. 

In  Essential  Oils  Chinese  Anise 
[/as  down  threepence  lb.  and  Mada- 
.scar  Clove  leaf  by  sixpence.  Lemon- 
rass  forward  was  down  4s.  kilo. 
The  schedules  for  Quinine  salts 
ere  amended  to  make  the  sulphate 
id  bisulphate  dearer  but  the  others 
■ere  either  unchanged  or  lower. 
riamcinolone  and  Cinchonine  are 
o  of  a  number  of  chemicals  which 
ve  been  temporarily  exempt  from 
port  duty  under  a  recent  Order  pub- 
ihed  as  S.I.  No.  1721. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

1  Adrenaline. — (Per  gm  ).  Synthetic  b.p. 
Ikilo  lots.  Is.  2d.;  500gm.  is  Is.  4d.  acid 
liRTRATE,  B.P.,  1  kllo,  lOJd.;  500  gm.  Is. 
IAlgin.— 50-kilo  lots,  91s.  6d.  kilo. 
[Aluminium  chloride. — Pure,  6s.  2id.  per 
llo,  50  kilo  kegs. 

[Ammonium  acetate.  —  Kegs  (50-kilos), 
|p.c.    1949,   7s.   3d.    per   kilo,  solution 
DO-kilo  drums)  strong,  2s.  3Sd.  per  kilo. 

[Ammonium  bicarbonate. — b.p.  powder 
[4  10s.  per  ton;  carbonate,  £83  lOs.  for 
ip  and  £87  lOs.  for  powder. 
Ammonium  chloride. — 50-kilo  lots  pure 
|wder,  2s.  54d.  per  kilo  in  paper  sacks. 
Vntimony  trichloride. — Flake  in  25-kilo 
urns,  about  15s.  kilo. 

*iTR0PiNE. — (Per  kilo  for  500-gm.  lots): 
<aloid  and  methonitrate,  1,568s.  6d.; 
rHYLBROMiDE,  l,552s.;  sulphate,  1,375s. 

3AR1UM     SULPHATE.  B.P.,     50-kilo  lotS, 

8d.;  250-kiIos,  3s.  3id.  in  kegs. 
IIBemegride. — B.p.c.  is  320s.  per  kilo. 
3ENZ0CAINE. — 1-cwt.  lots,  12s.  5d.  per  lb. 
Bismuth  salts. — (Per  kilo): — 


importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages, 
are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  slock. 
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1  Quantity 

Under  50 

50 

250 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

4  .  d. 

■  tONATE 

92  0 

90  0 

89  0 

HjiCVLATE     . . . 

8  0 

79  0 

Hg ALLATE    . . . 

78  0 

76  0 

Hnitrate    . . . 

83  0 

8  0 

80  0 

orax. — B.p.  grade,  1  ton  and  upward; 
acks,  granular,  £56  10s.;  crystals,  £60; 
'der,  £61 ;  extra  fine  powder,  £62  per  ton. 
s  £1  in  paper  bags.  Anhydrous  £61  10s. 
aper  bags.  Surcharge  for  less  than  1  ton 

not  less  than  10  cwt.,  2s.  per  cwt.; 

9  cwt.,  10s.;  1  to  5  cwt.,  20s. 
hloroxylenol. — B.p.c,  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

t.  lots  delivered. 

hlorphenesin. — 50-kilo  lots  are  72s.  6d. 
kilo. 

inchocaine.  —  hydrochloride,  850s. 
itrates.— Sodium,  £255,  £250,  £241  per 


metric  ton  for  50,  250,  1,000-kilo  lots 
respectively,  potassium,  £268,  £263,  £254 
metric  ton.  iron  and  ammonium,  granular 
9s.  8d.,  9s.  7d.,  9s.  Id.  kilo;  scales  13s.; 
12s.  8d.,  12s.  5d.  kilo. 

Cresol. — B.p.  quality,  7s.  9d.  per  gall, 
in  5-gal.  lots. 

DiGOXiN. — 100-gm.  lots  arc  40s.  per  gm. 
Hydrogen  peroxide. —  For  27.5  per  cent, 
by  weight,  £1 15  per  ton:  35  per  cent.,  £138. 

Dithranol. — B.p.  330s.  per  kilo,  for 
5-ki!o  lots. 

ERGOMETRINE.  MALEATE,   B.P.,    144s.  per 

gm.  for  5-gm.  lots;  10-gm.,  1.^8s.  gm. 

Glucose. — (Per  ton)  monohydrate,  h.p. 
powder,  £76;  anhydrous,  £48  10s.; 
LIQUID,  43'  Baume  £59  10s.  (5-drum  lots). 

Homatropine. — (500-gm  lots,  per  kilo): 

ALKALOID,     1, 21 6s.;     HYDROBROMIDE,  987s.; 

hydrochloride,  1,145s.  9d.;  methyobro- 
MiDE,  1,022s.  3d.;  sulphate,  1,181s. 

Hydroquinone. —  1-cwt.  lots,  10s.  per  lb. 
1-ton,  8s.  6d. 

Hypophosphites. — Per  kilo: — 


Quantity 

5  kilos 

12.5  kilos 

50  kilos 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

J.  d. 

Calcium,  b.p.c. 

21  8 

17  10 

16  7 

Iron,  b.p.c. 

39  3 

38  0 

36  9 

Magnesium 

31  2 

29  11 

Manganese,  b.p.c. 

37  3 

36  0 

Potassium,  b.p.c. 

27  1 

24  9 

23  6 

Sodium,  b.p.c.  ... 

20  I 

18  10 

Iron  salts. — ammonium  citrate,  250 
kilos,  9s.  7d.  kilo;  sulphate,  exsiccated, 
2s.  8d.  kilo. 

Isoprenalinf  sulphate. — 5-kilo,  273s.  per 
kilo. 

Kaolin. — Light,  500  kilos.  Is.  3d.  per  kilo 
and  I.OOO  kilos,  Is.  2d. 

Mercury  salts. — Per  kilo  for  under 
50-kilo  lots — ammoniated  powder,  168s.; 
perchloride,  145s.;  subchloride,  171s. 
oxides,  yellow,  177s.  and  red,  182s.  iodide 
(25-kilo  lots).  122s. 

Mercurochrome. — 145s.  6d.  per  kilo. 
Methyl  salicylate. — 250-kilos,  7s.  lid. 
kilo. 

Phenacetin. — b.p.  1,000-kilos,  13s.  lUd. 
kilo. 

Phenol. — Ice  crystals  in  bulk.  Is.  4d.  per 
lb.  liquid,  p.p..  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  in  56-1b. 
returnable  tins. 

Phenolphthalein. — I-cwt.,  9s.  per  lb. 

PiPERAZiNE. — Less  than  50  kilos  are; 
adipate,  19s.  3d.  per  kilo;  citrate,  18s.  6d.; 
hexahydrate,  13s.  3d.;  phosphate,  20s.  6d.; 
tartrate,  19s.  6d. 

Ouinidine. — sulphate,  14s.  4d.  per  oz. 
for  1,000  oz.  lots,  alkaloid  17s.  oz.  (500-oz.) 

Quinine. — In  l,000-oz.  lots  (per  oz.) 
SULPHATE,  7s.  8d.;  hydrochloride,  9s.  5d.; 
bisulphate,  7s.  7d.;  dihydrochloride, 
10s.  Id.;  alkaloid,  10s.;  hydrobromide, 
(500-oz.  lots.),  10s.  3d. 

Sulphur. — (Approximate  prices  per  ton). 
sublimed  flowers,  b.p.  £85;  ground,  £35 
to  £40;  precipitated,  b.p.,  £150;  roll, 
£40  to  £45.  All  ex  store. 

Theobromine. — alkaloid  from  25s.  lid. 
per  kilo,  c.i.f. 

Zinc  carbonate. — b.p.c.  25-kilo  sacks, 
4s.  9|d.  kilo. 

Zinc  chloride. — b.p.c.  1959,  sticks, 
23s.  per  kilo,  granular  96-98%,  £120-£125 
ton. 

Zinc  oxide. — b.p.,  2-ton  lots,  £135  3s.  6d. 
ton. 

Zinc    peroxide. — 1-cwt.    lots    of  B.P., 
5s.  3d.  per  lb. 
Zinc  sulphate. — Commercial,  £54  ton. 


nal 


Crude  Drugs 

Aconite. — Spanish  impeltus,  5s.  lb.  nomi- 

c.i.f.; 


Agar.— Kobe  No.  1,  18s.  6d.  lb. 
European,  22s.  6d.,  duty  paid. 

Cardamoms. — Allcppy  greens,  17s.  9d.  lb., 
c.i.f.  Allcppy  prime  seed,  26s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Ct  Ei<ry  bark. — Thin  natural,  3s.  2d.  lb., 
spot;  2s.  1  Id.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. —  (c.i.f.)  Seychelles  bark, 
440s.  cwt.  Ceylon  quills,  five  0"s,  9s.  4d.; 
four  O's,  8s.  7d.;  two  O's,  8s.  4d.;  firsts, 
6s.  8d.;  quillings,  4s.  6d. 

Cloves.  —  Zanzibar,  8s.  9d.  lb.  spot; 
8s.  6d.,  ci.f. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey  nominally  32s.  6d.  spot  and  c.i.f.,  black 
brilliant  37s.  6d.,  nominal.  Peruvian  silver- 
grey,  25s.  nominal. 

Ginger. — (Per  cwt.j — Sierra  Leone,  205s. 
spot;  Cochin  new  crop  (Dec. -Jan.),  265s., 
c.i.f.  Jamaican  No.  3,  260s.  spot;  Nigerian 
split,  176s.,  spot;  peeled,  175s. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
242s.  6d.  cwt.  spot;  228s.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb  ).  Matto  Grosso, 
50s.  spot,  46s.,  c.i.f.  Jan.  Feb.;  Costa 
Rican,  about  65s.  spot;  60s.,  c.i.f.  Colom- 
bian, 50s.  spot  nominal. 

Lycopodium. — Spot  45s.  lb.  nominal. 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  8s.  6d.  lb.  c.i.f. 

Menthol. — (lb.),  Chinese,  36s.  6d.,  spot; 
November-December,  32s.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian, 
28s.,  spot;  26s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Mercury.— Spot.  £225  per  flask  of  76  lb. 
ex  warehouse,  nominal. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.,  c.i.f.)  Grenada  80"s, 
5s.  lOd.;  sound  unsorted.  5s.  4d.,  defectives, 
3s.  8d.  East  India  1,  80"s,  5s.  9d.;  b.w.p,, 
3s.  5Ad. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  3s.  on  spot; 
2s.  Hid.,  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  6d.,  spot  2s.  31d., 
c.i.f. 

Sarsaparilla. — Jamaican,  3s.  lOd.  lb. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.).  —  Celery.  —  Indian, 
307s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Coriander. — Moroccan, 
67s.  6d.,  spot;  Rumanian  whole,  80s.,  duty 
paid,  Moroccan,  59s.,  c.i.f.  Cumin. — Iranian, 
155s.,  duty  paid;  150s.,  c.i.f.  Dill. — Indian, 
162s.  6d.,  nominal;  140s.,  c.i.f.  Fenugreek. 
—  Moroccan,  77s.  6d.,  duty  paid;  57s.,  c.i.f. 

Turmeric. — Madras  finger,  spot,  260s. 
cwt.;  shipment,  240s.,  c.i.f. 

Valerian  root. — Indian,  360s.  cwt.;  spot; 
345s.,  c.i.f.;  Continental,  400s.;  385s.  c.i.f. 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
765s.,  c.i.f.  Candellia,  550s.,  spot.  Car- 
nauba,  fatty  grey,  335s.;  312.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
prime  yellow,  465s.;  425s.,  c.i.f. 

Witch  hazel  leaves. — 4s.  6d.  lb.,  spot; 
4s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Anise. — Chinese,  16s.  lb.;  15s.  c.i.f. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf,  shipment; 
12s.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  12s.  6d.,  in  bond,  English, 
distilled  bud,  52s.  (1-cwt.  lots.) 

Lemongrass. — Spot,  58s.  kilo;  61s.,  c.i.f. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  67s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  60s.,  c.i.f. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  November  12:  Supplies 
of  Dandelion  root  were  tight  at  a 
nominal  price  of  75  cents  lb,  Traga- 
Canth  was  also  short  with  No.  1  ribbon 
at  $6.25-$6.35  lb.  Nux  vomica  was 
steady  at  18-20  cents  lb.  for  buttons. 
Cedar  leaf  oil  dropped  25  cents  to 
$5.50  lb. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  30,  No.  4705 

URIGALAX,  URIGLOX,  919,081-82,  by  A.B. 
Kabi.  Stockholm.  30,  Sweden.  For  chemical 
products  for  scientific  and  diafinostic  pur- 
poses (1) 

DEBROYAL,  923,732,  by  Debenham,  Ltd.. 
London,  W.l.  For  chemical  products  for 
use  in  agriculture  and  horticulture,   etc.  (1) 

MODESS,  898,599,  by  Johnson  &  Johnson,  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  For  cos- 
metics (3) 

BODY  MAGIC,  B899,461,  by  Sarong,  Inc., 
Dover,  Delaware,  U.S.A.  For  powders, 
moisturising  preparations  and  lotions,  all 
beinfi    non-medicated    toilet    preparations  (3) 

NINE  FLAGS.  907,092,  by  Gillette  Co.,  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  U.S.A.  For  cosmetics, 
non-medicated  toilet  preparations,  soaps, 
shampoos  and  eau  de  Cologne  (3) 

PLUS,  913,392,  PLUSWHITE,  8913,393.  by 
Ernest  Mudd  Garnett,  Middleton,  Man- 
chester. For  preparations  and  substances  for 
cleaning    natural   and   artificial   teeth  (3) 

ALBERTO  COMMAND  TAHITIAN  LIME, 
B916.317,  by  Alberto-Culver  Co..  Melrose 
Park,  Illinois.  U.S.A.  For  preparations  for 
treatment  of  the  hair,  and  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  for  application  to  the 
skin,  all  being  lime  scented  (3) 

ONID,  920,403,  by  Alberto-Culver  Co.,  Mel- 
rose Park,  Illinois,  U.S.A.  For  non-medicated 
cosmetic   and   toilet   preparations  (3) 

CLYNOL  BLANCHE.  920,486.  by  Clynol.  Ltd., 
London.  W.l.  For  soaps,  perfumes,  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations,  cosmetics,  es- 
sential oils,  preparations  for  the  hair  and 
dentifrices  (3) 

TENSEK,  B921.066,  by  Martal  Cosmetics,  Ltd., 
London.  N.W.I.  For  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations  for  drying,  hardening,  manicur- 
ing and  polishing  the  nails  (3) 

KARENZA.  921.598,  by  Karenza  Hairdress:ng 
Supplies.  Ltd..  Church  Lench,  Worcs.  For 
non-medicated  preparations  for  the  hair  (3) 

WISH  UPON  A  STAR.  B924.234,  by  Avon 
Cosmetics,  Ltd.,  Northampton.  For  cos- 
metic preparations  and  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations  (3) 

NUTRESSA,  924.955.  by  Charles  Alexander 
&  Co..  Ltd.,  West  Molesey,  Surrey.  For  pre- 
parations (non-medicated)  for  conditioning  the 
hair  (3) 

KANOLT,  892,938,  by  Kanox,  Ltd.,  Black- 
burn, Lanes.  For  veterinary  preparations  in 
capsule,  tablet  or  like  forms  (5) 

MYO-BTZ.  B910,909.  MYO-ZOLIDIN.  910.910, 
by  J.  R.  Geigy,  A.G..  Basle,  Switzerland. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  sub- 
stances, all  for  use  in  connection  with  the 
muscles  (5) 

PROCTOFOAM,  B9 11.609.  by  Stafford-Miller. 
Ltd.,  Hatfield,  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  for  the  treatment  of  the  rectutn 
and  the  anal  tract  (5) 

ANTISOL,  912.061.  by  Aerosmoke,  Ltd..  New- 
bury. Berks.  For  medicinal  and  pharma- 
ceutical preparations  and  substances,  all  for 
use  in  discouraging  or  stopping  the  habit  of 
smoking  (5) 

CONTRARIA  (device),  B9 15,708,  by  Instituto 
Sieroterapico  e  Vaccinogeno  Toscano  Sclavo. 
S.p.A.,  Siena,  Italy.  For  pharmaceutical 
products  and  veterinary  preparations  and 
substances  (5) 

SKIN  CLINIC  BY  NOXZEMA  (device), 
915.826.  by  Noxell  Corporation,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  U.S.A.  For  medicated  prepara- 
tions for  the  treatment  of  the  skin  and 
scalp  (5) 

NUTRIDENT,  916.902.  by  General  Foods 
Corporation,  White  Plains,  New  York, 
U.S.A.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for 
prophylactic  use  in  connection  with  caries 
and  tooth  decay,  and  for  the  treatment  of 
such  ailments  (5) 

RESISTOPEN,  917,379,  by  Farbentabriken 
Bayer,  A.G.,  Leverkusen,  Germany.  For 
antibiotic  preparations  for  prophylactic  use 
in  connection  with  and  for  the  treatment 
of  infection  (5) 


CLEN-O-PINE,  917,542,  by  Reckitt  &  Colman 
(Overseas).  Ltd.,  Hull.  Yorks.  For  disinfect- 
ants, aritiseptics  and  irisecticides,  all  con- 
taining pine  oil  and  all  for  export  except 
to  the  Irish  Republic  (5) 

ROWACOLON,  ROWAKOLON.  917,602-03.  by 
Rowa-Wagner,  K.G.,  Bensburg,  nr.  Cologne. 
Germany.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and   substances   for   internal  human   use  (5) 

POLYEXTRA,  918,833.  by  Alexander  Carus  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Darwen,  Lanes.  For  babies'  dis- 
posable napkins  made  principally  of  cellulose 
wadding  (5) 

MILVOL,  920.254,  by  Schering  Corporation, 
Bloomfield.  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  For  pharma- 
ceutical preparations  (5) 

DIAMANTAL,  921.203,  by  CIBA.  Ltd..  Basle, 
Switzerland.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and  substances  for  human  and  veterinary 
use  (5) 

LEO,  923.321,  by  Lovens  Kemiske  Fabriks 
Handels-A.S.,  Ballerup.  nr.  Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and  substances,  but  not  including  prepara- 
tions and  substances  in  the  nature  of  medi- 
cated foodstuffs  (5) 

TERBUL,  923.464.  by  A.B.  Astra.  Sodertalje. 
Sweden.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances  (5) 

SULARON.  924.104,  by  CIBA,  Ltd.,  Basle. 
Switzerland.  For  chemical  preparations  for 
killing   weeds  and  destroying   vertnin  (5) 

COMPLAMILK,  925.637.  by  Glaxo  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  Greenford,  Middlesex.  For  phar- 


maceutical and  veterinary  preparations  and 
substances:  infants',  invalids  and  dietetic, 
foods  and  beverages;  all  the  aforesaid  goods 
containing  milk  or  being  prepared  from 
milk  or  milk  derivatives  (5) 

PERFUDEX,  924,644,  by  Pharmacia.  A.B., 
Uppsala,  Sweden.  For  sterile  solutions  for 
surgical  use  (5) 

CENDEHILL.  926.176.  by  Smith,  Kline  & 
French,  Laboratories.  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden 
City.  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical  and  sanitary 
preparations  and  substances;  disinfectants  (5) 

AUDITRA,  924,227,  by  Thomas  Lomas  Whit- 
taker.  Windermere.  Westmorland.  For  photo- 
graphic apparatus,  utensils  and  instruments; 
film  attd  photographic  slide  projectors;  etc. 
(9) 

STARLIGHT,  926,397.  by  Randolph  Optical 
Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C.I.  For  optical 
apparatus  and  instruments,  spectacles,  spec- 
tacle frames,  sunglasses;  and  parts  and 
fittings  (9) 

BATMAN  (device),  892,329,  by  National 
Periodical  Publications,  Inc..  New  York, 
U.S.A.  For  novelty  sponges  ntade  of  foamed 
plastics  (21) 

CHANEL.  B920,817,  by  Chanel,  Ltd.,  Croydon. 
Surrey.  For  combs  and  comb  cases,  toilet 
powder  blowers  and  toilet  powder  sprayers, 
shaving  dishes  and  shaving  pots,  shampooing 
syringes,  perfutne  sprayers,  and  perfume 
vaporisers,  powder  puffs,  sponges,  toilet 
articles  sold  in  sets  in  fitted  cases  and  per- 
futne burners,  etc.  (21) 


PATENTS 


COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 


From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
October  23 

Process  for  preparing  2,5-diacylamino-i  .6- 
diamino  -  1.4  -  benzoquinones.  Farbwerke 
Hoechst.  A.G.  1,135.804. 

Alky  a-benzyl-a-phenyl-a  tertiaryaminopropyl 
ketones,  their  preparation  and  reduction,  and 
pharmaceutical  compositions  containing  such 
products.  John  Wyeth  &  Brother,  Ltd. 
1,135,842. 

Sulphonamido  indoles.  Mead  Johnson  &  Co. 
1,135,859. 

Indanvl-n-methylcarhamic   acid   esters.  Farben- 

fabriken  Bayer,  A.G.  1,135,892. 
Imidazo    (1.2-fe)   pyridazine   derivatives.  Pfizer 

&  Co.,  Inc.  1,135,893. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office.  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from  December  4. 

From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
October  30 

11  a-haloethynyl  -  17/?  -  tetrahydro  -  pyranyloxy- 
steroids.    Merck    &    Co.,    Inc.  1.135,903. 

Process  for  the  production  of  coumarin  deriva- 
tives. Cassella  Farbwerke  Mainkur,  AG. 
1,135,907. 

Drying  apparatus  for  drying  moist  organic 
or  inorganic  materials.  Stord  Bartz  Industri, 
A/S.  1,135,914. 

Pharmaceutical  compositions  containing  bis- 
phenylalkenylamine  derivatives.  Ed.  Geistlich 
Sohne.  A.G.  fiir  Chemische  Industrie. 
1.135,926. 

Biologically  active  derivatives  of  phenanthri- 
done.  Aspro-Nicholas,  Ltd.  1,135.947. 

Agricultural  antimicrobial  compositions  and 
methods  for  utilising  them.  Wagaraw  Liqui- 
dating Corporation.  1,135,949. 

Instruments  for  the  medical  treatment  of  human 
attd  animal  tissue  using  lasers.  International 
Research  &  Development  Co.,  Ltd.  1,135,956. 

Sustained-release  medicaments.  Ceskoslovenska 
Akademie  Ved.  1.135.966. 

Attenuated  live  rubella  virus  vaccine  and  method 
of  production.  Recherche  et  Industrie  Thera- 
peutiques.  1.135.987. 

Pesticidal  film-forming  compositions.  Walpamur, 
Co.,  Ltd.  1,136.034. 

Immunosuppressive  agents.  National  Research 
Development  Oirporation.  1,136,039. 

Preparation  of  lOa-methyl  steroids.  T.  D. 
Threadgold  (Philips'  Gloeilampenfabrieken 
N.V.)  1,136.072. 

Cosmetics  containers.  D.  Avoni.  1,136,110, 


Pharntaceutical    compositions.  Aspro-Nicholas, 

Ltd.  1,136.080. 
Substituted  benzoxazolone  derivatives  and  pesti- 
cidal  compositions   containing   them.  CIBA. 

Ltd.  1,136.107. 
Anti-diabetically  effective  sulphonamides.  C.  F. 

Boehringer  &  Soehne,  G.m.b.H.  1.136.190. 
Radio-active   package   and   container  therefor. 

E.   R.   Squibb  &  Sons.  Inc.  1,136.194. 
Thebaine    and    oripavine    derivatives.  Reckitt 

&  Sons.  Ltd.  1.136,214. 
Apparatus   for  determining   endpoint   times  in 

blood    clotting    tests.     Medical  Laboratory 

Automation,  Inc.  1.136.257. 
Antibiotic    recoverv    process.    Chas.    Pfizer  & 

Co.,  Inc.  1,136,347. 
Apparatus    for    taking    body    fluid  samples. 

Becton  Dickinson  &  Co.    i. 136.363. 
Stilbenvl-\,y,^-oxdiazole  derivatives.  CIBA.  Ltd. 

1.136.453. 

Process  for  the  separation  of  a  mixture  con- 
taining tnore  readily  and  less  readily  soluble 
compounds.  Shell  Internationale  Research 
Maatschappij  N.V.  1.136.463. 

4-amino-2-halobenzyl  alcohols.  Sterling  Drug, 
Inc.  1.136,483. 

2-halo-4-(l-piperazinyD  benzaldehydes.  Sterling 
Drug,  Inc.  1.136.484. 

Sulphones  and  their  use  in  microbiocidal  com- 
po.sitions.    Agripat.    S.A.  1.I36..')14. 

Esters  of  the  W-piperazine-lO,  11-dihydrodie- 
benzo  (B,F)  thiepine  series  and  a  method 
of  preparing  same.  Spofa  United  Pharmaceu- 
tical Works.  1.136.527. 

Organotin  compounds.  M  &  T  Chemicals, 
Inc.  1.136.534. 

Guanidine  derivatives.  Bristol-Myers,  Co. 
1,136..575. 

Packages.   Imperial  Chemicals.  Ltd.  1,136.622. 

Extraction   of   saponins   and   sapogenins  from 

vegetable  materials.  National  Research  De- 
velopment  Corporation.  1,136,626. 

Medical  dressing.  Dow  Corning  Corporation. 
1.136.664. 

Theophylline     derivative.      Des  Laboratoires 

Robert  et  Carriere.  S.A.  1.136,667. 
Anticoagulant    surfaces.    Dow    Coming  Cot- 

poration.  1,136.669. 
Method   of   preparing   biologically   active  iso- 

thiocvanates.  Ceskoslovenska  Akademie  Ved. 

1.136.677. 

Sulphanilamide  derivatives.  J.  R.  Geigy,  A.G. 
1,136.686. 

British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from  December  II.  , 
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bo  FOR  WINDOW  DISPLAY:  Mr.  W.  R 
tunt  (nianaeer,  St.  Stephens,  INonvith,  branch, 
|o-Of>era^ive  Chemists,  Ltd.),  receives  from 
|oger  Ollerton  (brand  manager,  Cussons  Sons 
Co.,  Ltd.,  cheque  for  £10U  as  winner  in  a 
lindow  display   competition   or^zanised    by  the 

jimpany.    With    them    is    Mr,    T.    H.  Jessop 

Uorwich  representative). 


GOLD     WAIXH:     Mrs.     P.  Allham, 
|itheroe.  Lanes,  winner  of  recent  Ayds  coni- 
on   for    chemists   and    assistants,  receives 
gold  watch  from  Mr.  C.  P.  Lawrie  (Ayds 
lid  sales  manager  in  the  North). 


Itition 


FOR  BABY:  Mrs.  Telford,  New  Romney, 
lit,  a  winner  in  the  "How  Old  is  Richard?" 
jipetition  for  Robinson's  Instant  foods, 
ives  her  prize  from  Mr.  Sullivan  (manager, 
Ijrp  &  Waterhouse,  Ltd.,  the  pharmacy  at 
Ijch  she  obtained  the  coupon  on  which  she 
in  her  entry).  Also  pictured  is  Mr.  W. 
^ett  (Southern  area  sales  manager,  Robin- 
/Farrow   division,    J.    &    J.    (  olman    L  d.l. 


NING  TWOSOME:  Mrs,  Maureen 
ers  and  her  eight-mfHith-old  son  Stuart, 
ood,  Preston,  Lanes,  "top  mother  and 
in  competition  organised  by  the 
ashire  Evening  Post  and  sponsored  by 
baby  product  companies.  Prize  was 
nted  to  Mrs.  Mathers  by  Mr.  Colin 
s  (managing  director  of  Hough,  Hoseason 
'o„    Ltd,),    At   left   is    Lady  Pilkington. 


Monday,  November  18 

Chkmicai.  .S()(][  Iv.  Lecture  room  I.  clicmisiry 
deparlmenl,  Reading  University.  Whitekiiiglils. 
Reading  at  5  p  m.  Dr.  A.  C.  T.  North  on 
"Structure  and  Enzymatic  Activity  ol 
Lysozyme." 

CoK  Hi  sii  R  Branc  h,  Pharma<  i;uti(  ai  Soi  ih  rv, 
Red  Lion  hotel,  Colchester,  at  8.  p  m. 
Dr.  S.  A.  Propert  on  "Advances  in  Treatment 
in  General   Medicine."  (Lecture  course.) 

El)INBUR(.H         ANO         SO(;TH-EASTERN  SlOmSH 

Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
HhKior-WAiT  Univer.sity,  Pharmacy  depart- 
ment, Hcriot-Watt  University.  Grassmarket. 
Edinburgh,  at  7,30  p.m.  General  knowledge 
quiz. 

Eniih.d  Chimist.s'  Association.  Whcatsheaf 
hotel.  Baker  Street,  Entield,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Mr.  S.  Bootland  (Imperial  Chemical  Indus- 
tries, Ltd.)  on  "Recent  Developments  in 
Agricultural   and   Veterinary  Pharmacy." 

Guildford  Brani  h,  Pharmac  eutk  ai.  Sot  ikty 
and  West  Surrey  Branc  h,  Nationai.  Phar- 
MACEUncAL  Union,  Prince  of  Wales  hotel, 
Woodbridge  Road,  Guildford,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Brains  trust  comprising  Messrs.  J.  Charlton 
(Assistant  secretary.  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist 
Contractors)  Committee).  R.  Dickmson 
(assistant  secretary.  Pharmaceutical  Society), 
and  Mr,  F,  C,  Wilson  (secretary,  S.W. 
Loni''vi  and  Surrey  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee). 

Mani  1.1  ,ikr  and  Saieord  Branch.  Pharma- 
CEUTKM.  SoiiEEY,  Boyd  Housc.  Victoria 
Park,  Manchester,  at  8  p.m.  Open  meeting. 
Members'  HIms  and  resolutions. 

RhiAiL  Alliance,  Grosvenor  hotel,  Edinburgh, 
at  7.45  p.m.  Decimalisation  meeting  for 
retailers. 

Weed  Control  Conference,  Metropole  hotel, 
Brighton,  Sussex.  Until  November  21. 

Tuesday,  November  19 

Dudley  and  Stourbridc^e  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Alma  hotel.  Brierley  Hill, 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  E.  W.  Dickerson  on  "Jewellery 
and  Genimok:>gy." 

Easi  Keni  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Visit   to   Sandwich   Guildhall   at  8  p.m. 

Epsom  and  Suiton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Charter  Inn,  High  Street,  Epsom, 
at    8    p.m.    Forum   on    drug  addiction. 

Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Branches,  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  Postgraduate  medical  centre. 
New  Bridge  Street,  Leicester,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  J.  Leigh  (a  member  of  Council) 
on   "Problems  of  Communication," 

North  Staffordshire  Branc  h,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Medical  institute,  Hartshill,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  A.  D.  Cull  on 
"Asthma  and  Status  Asthmaticus."  (Lecture 
course.) 

Royal  Society,  6  Carlton 
London,  S.W.I,  at  10 
meeting  "Making  a  succes 
industry,"  Speakers  include: 
(Merck,  Sharp  &  Dohme  research  laboratories. 
New  Jersey.  U.S.A.)  on  "Research  Produc- 
tivity in  the  Pharmaceutical  Industry;"  Mr. 
J.  D.  Rose  (Imperial  Chemical  Industries. 
Ltd.)  on  "Research  for  Survival"  and  Dr. 
J,  G.  Collingwood  (Unilever,  Ltd.)  on 
"Profitable  Research  in  a  Marketing-oriented 
Business." 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists.  Grand  hotel, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex.  Symposium  on  skin. 
Until  November  20. 

Thanef  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Grosvenor  Court  hotel,  Clif tonville,  Margate, 
at   7.45   p.m.    Film  evening. 

University  of  London,  Edward  Lewis  theatre. 
Middlesex  Hospital  Medical  School.  Cleveland 
Street.  London,  W.l,  at  5.30  p.m.  Professor 
W.  Kalow  on  "New  Aspects  of  Pharma- 
cogenetics." 

Worthing  and  West  Sussex  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Cricketers  hotel,  Broad- 
water at  8  p.m.  Formulation  of  Branch 
resolutions. 


House  Terrace, 
a.m.  Discussion 
>s   of    research  in 
Dr.  Max  Tishler 


Wednesday,  November  20 

BouRNEMourii  Branc  h,  Pharmai  i  u ric  ai  Society, 
Medical  centre.  Boscombe,  at  1.15  p.m. 
Dr.  J.  Hoyle  on  "Boscombe  Intensive  Care 
Unit  —  a  Review  of  the  Past  Two  Years." 
At  Cornelia  nurses'  hostel,  Poole.  Dr.  H. 
A.  Lee  on  "Role  of  Parenteral  Nutrition  in 
Medical  Care." 

EAsr  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Soc  lETY  and  West  Ham  Association  of 
PiiARMACLSTS.  Visit  to  The  Times,  at  8,20 
p  m. 

HasiinciS  Branch,  Pharmaceufical  Socieey, 
Cooden  Beach  hotel.  Cooden,  Bexhill-on- 
sea.  at  7,15  p,m.  Dinner  and  dance, 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Moor- 
town  Golf  Club,  Harrogate  Road,  Alwoodley, 
Leeds,  17,  at  8  p.m.  Golf  section  prize 
presentation  dinner. 

PoRisMouTH  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Rock  Garden  Pavilion,  Southsea,  at  7  p.m. 
Dinner  and  dance. 

Preston  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Bull  and  Royal  hotel.  Preston,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Speaker  from  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  on 
"Merchandising." 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Royal  Victoria  hotel,  Sheffield,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Formulation  of  Branch  resolutions. 

University  oe  London,  Royal  Postgraduate 
Medical  School,  150  Du  Cane  Road,  London, 
W.12  at  2  p.m.  Dr.  R.  Goulding  on  "Toxi- 
cology." 

Thursday,  November  21 

Aberdeen  and  North-eastern  Scoitish  Branch 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Treetops  hotel, 
Springfield  Road,  Aberdeen,  at  8  p.m.  Film 
evening.    (Students'  night,) 

Bedfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Cross  Keys  hotel,  Pulloxhill,  at 
8  p.m,  Mr.  J.  Harkness  (Harkness  Roses, 
Ltd.)  on  "Roses." 

Bric.hton  and  Hove  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Langfords  hotel,  Third  Avenue, 
Hove,  at  8.15  p.m,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bloomfield 
(a  member  of  Council)  on  "Problems  in 
Pharmacy  Today." 

Bradford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
University  of  Bradford,  Bradford,  7,  at 
8  p.m.  Joint  meeting  with  students. 

Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Technology, 
Manresa  Road.  London.  S.W. 3.  Dr.  H. 
W.  Smith  (Animal  Health  Trust,  Ingatestone) 
on   "Transferable  Bacterial  Resistance." 

Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Queen's  hotel.  Dundee, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  R,  S.  Duncan  and  panel 
on  "N.H.S.  Matters." 

Northumbrian  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Conservative  club.  Pilgrim  Street, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  at  7.45  p.m.  Dr.  M. 
Thompson  (consultant  rheumatologist.  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary)  on  "The  Current  Status 
of  Analgesic  and  Anti-inflammatory  Drugs 
in  the  Management  of  Rheumatic  Disorders." 

Retail  Alliance.  Music  hall.  The  Square 
Shrewsbury,  Salop,  at  7.30  p.m.  Decimali- 
sation meeting. 

Friday,  November  22 

Somerset  Branc  h.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Star  hotel,  Wells,  at  7.30  p.m.  Dinner  and 
dance. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Society  for  Drug  Research,  College  Hall, 
Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Technology, 
Manresa  Road,  London,  S.W. 3,  at  10  a.m.  on 
November  27.  Symposium  on  drugs  in  the 
treatment  of  asthma.   (Note  the  change  of 

VENUE.) 

Use  of  Computers  by  the  Smaller  Business. 
One-day  conference  at  Hotel  Russell,  Russell 
Square,  London.  W.C.I,  at  9.15  a.m.  on 
December  5.  Fee  £19  19s.  Organisers:  Manage- 
ment Studies  Centre.  Ltd.,  14  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  London,  E.C.4. 
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Introduction  to  Business  Records.  Course 
organised  by  ASLIB  and  Business  Archives 
Council,  3  Belgrave  Square,  London,  S.W.I, 
December  9-12.  Intended  for  new  staff  joining 
departments  dealing  with  business  records.  Fee 
£13  l.Ss.  Details  from  the  Education  Officer, 
ASLIB,  at  the  above  address. 

Advance  Information 

Retail  Alliance.  A  meeting  on  decimalisa- 
tion for  retailers  is  being  held  at  Brighton 
College  of  Technology,  Moulsecombe,  Brighton, 
at  7  p.m.  on  November  27. 

International  Gifts  Fair  —  London,  Earls 
Court,  London,  S,W.5,  lune  16-19,  1969.  Or- 
ganisers :  Trade  Promotion  Services  Ltd.  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Carey  Lane,  London,  E.C.2. 

International  Audio  and  Photo-cine  Fairs, 
Olympia,  London,  W.14,  October  16-21,  1969. 
(Concurrent  staging  of  International  Photo- 
cine  Fair  and  Internationa!  Audio  Fair.)  Details 
from  the  Organisers,  International  Audio  and 
Photo-cine  Fairs,  Dorset  House,  Stamford  Street, 
London,  S.E.17,  or  from  Audio  Information 
Service,  42  Manchester  Street.  London,  W.l. 

Royal  Society  of  Health,  Eastbourne. 
Sussex,  April  28  to  May  2,  1969.  Health 
congress  and  exhibition.  Pharmaceutical  session 
is  timed  for  2.30  p.m.  on  April  29.  Subjects 
for  discussion  at  the  congress  include  the 
contribution  of  research  to  preventive  medi- 
cine, pattern  of  self-medication  and  treatment 
and  rehabilitation  of  drug  addicts, 

WORLD  TRADE 

India's    Pharmaceutical    Industry. — 

India's  Minister  of  Petroleum  and 
Chemicals  (Mr.  K.  Raghuramiah), 
addressing  the  reconstituted  advisory 
council  of  the  Indian  pharmaceutical 
industry  said  recently  that  the  total 
production  of  the  industry  might  go  up 
to  Rs.  2,500  m.  by  1971,  according  to 
plans  now  being  finalised.  Output 
during  1967  had  gone  up  from 
Rs.  340  m.  in  1954  to  Rs.  1,750  m.  A 
heartening  feature  was  the  growth  of 
units  producing  basic  drugs.  About 
fifty-five  production  plants  had  started 
turning  out  basic  drugs  and  intermedi- 
ates estimated  in  value  at  Rs.  250  m. 
and  expected  to  be  double  that  value 
by  1971.  Imports  of  the  industry  had 
remained  static  in  value  at  10  per  cent, 
of  the  output.  The  chairman  of  the 
council  (Mr.  A.  V.  Mody)  said  that 
recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission on  pharmaceutical  industry 
were  damaging  to  the  industry.  The 
import  policy  dictated  that  the  industry 
must  export  more  in  order  to  get  im- 
port entitlements.  That,  he  said,  was 
irrational,  as  the  conditions  were  tough 
in  foreign  countries,  where  any  drug 
had  first  to  be  registered.  Price  control 
on  drugs  seemed  to  be  affecting  the 
growth  of  the  industry. 


Prescribers' 
Press 

What  doctors  arc  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

TWO  studies  involving  the  effects  of 
drugs  on  blood  fibrinolytic  activity  are 
reported  from  Gloucestershire  Royal 
Hospital,  Gloucester.  Combinations  of 
phenformin  with  ethyloestrenol  and 
metformin  with  ethyloestrenol  both  in- 
creased fibrinolytic  activity  about  50  per 
cent.  The  first  of  those  combinations 
had  the  more  favourable  and  sustained 
eflect  on  fibrinolysis,  plasma  fibrinogen, 
platelet  stickiness  and  serum  choles- 
terol, and  the  authors  consider  it  suit- 
able for  trial  as  a  prophylactic  agent  in 
survivors  of  vascular  occlusions.  In  the 
second  study,  the  effects  of  clofibrate 
on  the  same  four  factors  were 
assessed  in  patients  with  occlusive 
vascular  disease.  Reduction  of  serum 
cholesterol  was  confirmed  but  of  the 
three  "thrombogenic  abnormalities" 
only  plasma  fibrinogen  was  to  any 
extent  favourably  influenced.  Platelet- 
stickiness  was  reduced,  but  long-term 
results  were  "unimpressive."  An  "un- 
expected" finding  was  that  clofibrate 
has,  in  fact,  antifibrinolytic  properties, 
which  the  authors  suggested  should  be 
noted  if  the  drug  is  given  to  patients 
with  coronary-artery  disease.  Whether 
the  favourable  elTects  on  serum 
cholesterol  and  plasma  fibrogen  out- 
weigh the  antifibrinolytic  properties 
and  the  temporary  nature  of  the  in- 
fluence on  platelet  stickiness  will  be 
decided,  they  think,  by  controlled 
trials  now  in  progress  (Laiicel  Novem- 
ber 9,  p.  1007). 

Dipyridamole  has  been  found  by 
workers  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
London,  to  be  of  no  benefit  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  myocardial  infarction. 
Animal  experiments  showed  that  the 
drug  inhibits  thrombosis  formation  in 
injured  vessels  and  increases  collateral 
circulation  around  an  ischaemic  area 
in  the  myocardium.  Various  workers 
have  studied  its  effect  in  angina,  but 
with  conflicting  results,  and  the 
authors  believe  their  attempt  to  be  the 
first  to  assess  the  drug's  value  in  the 
treatment  of  acute  myocardial  infarc- 
tion. Dosage  used  in  the  trial,  which 
involved  103  patients,  was  one  100- 
mgm.  tablet  four  times  a  day  for 
twenty-eight  days.  Complications  of  the 


infarction,  such  as  shock,  were  treated! 
according  to  standard  practice.  Thenl 
was  no  difference  in  numbers  of  com! 
plications  or  deaths  in  treated  patienfcl 
or  in  those  receiving  placebo  {B.M.J] 
November  9,  p.  366). 

PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

A  NEW  format  has  been  adopted  b 
BDH  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Poole,  Dorset 
for  their  bulletin  "New  Entries  in  thi 
BDH  Catalogue."  Included  now  is  ; 
monthly  index  arranged  to  enable  item:; 
of  significant  interest  to  be  seen  imme! 
diately.  A  six-monthly  cumulative  indc) 
is  also  being  introduced,  and  bindinj 
covers  are  being  made  available. 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

Beecham  Produ-.ts  (U.K.),  Beecham  House 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
Macleans  spearmint  tooth-paste  "Eightpence 
off"  offer.  In  Woman,  Woman's  Own 
Woman's  Weekly  and  TV  Times. 

DISPLAY  MATERIAL 

Dreamland  Appliances,  Ltd.,  Shipyard  Estate 
Hythe.  Southampton,  Hants:  Point-ot-sal 
material  for  Dreamland's  1968  range  of  elec 
trie  blankets  including  window  bills,  a  leafle 
dispenser  and  8-p.  consumer  leaflets  in  ful 
colour.  All  feature  the  season's  them 
"Here's  a  thought  for 
knight." 
Lambert 
Avenue 


cold  wiiiler' 


Ltd.,  Chevtnu 
Shade  guiLle  fo 


Chemical  Co.. 
Eastleigh,  Hants 
Poly  Color-lighter.  Customers  turn  to  th 
page  that  is  marked  with  their  natura 
colour,  select  the  shade  they  want  to  be  Iron 
the  hair  colours  shown,  and  then  pick  th 
pack  carrying  the  shade  number  given  belov 
it. 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Caution  needed  on  growth  retardants.  Wev| 

Scientist,  November  7,  p.  310. 
The   peptide   antibiotic   stendomycin.  Partia 

structure  of,  as  determined  by  mass  spectro 

metry.    Nature,    November  9,   p.  580. 
Morphine    antagonlsts    and  hallucinogens 

Behavioural   effects   of,    in    the   rat.  Nature 

November  9,  p.  586. 
Dipyridamole:    a  controlled  trial  of  its  effec 

in  acute  myocardial  infarction.  Brit.  med.  J.\ 

November  9,  p.  366. 
Effect  of  ethyloestrenol  combined  with  phen! 

formin   or  with  metformin   in  occlusive  vas; 

cular  disease.  Lancet,  November  9,  p.  1004; 
Clofibrate.  Effects  of.  on  hbrinolysis.  platele; 

stickiness,     plasma-fibrinogen,     and  serum, 

cholesterol.  Lancet,  November  9,  p.  1007 
Prophylaxis   of   recurrent  rheumatic  fever 

J.  Amer.  med.  .4ss.,  October  14,  p.  565. 

A     NOTE     ON     THE     STABILITY     OF     EMULSIONS  A, 

high     DILUTION.     ].     Plwrm.  Pharmacol. 
November,  p.  825. 
Simulation    methods    in    drug    screening.  J 
Pharm.    PharmacoL,    November,    p.  850. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  thij 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  oi  105  seconds.  I 


Period — November  24-30 


PRODUCT 


Anadin  ... 

2/60 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

4/28 

3/90 

1/30 

3/90  — 

2/60 

Andrews  liver  salts 

2/30 

3/45 

3/45 

2/30 

4/60 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45  — 

3/45 

Horlicks... 

4/120 

2/60 

1/30 

3/90 

5/170 

3/90 

1/30 

3/90 

2/60 

4/120 

3/90 

3/110  1/7 

5/15( 

Ronson  automatic  toothbrush 

1/45 

4/180 

electric  shavers 

4/120 

2/60 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

5/150 

5/150 

3/90 

3/90 

2/60 

3/90 

5/150 

2/60  — 

Escort  hair  dryers... 

3/135 

3/135 

2/90 

2/90 

2/90 

2/90 

2/90 

1/45 

1/45 

2/90 

3/135 

3/135 

1/45  — 

Rio  hair  dryers 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

4/120 

1/30 

2/60 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

3/90 

2/60  — 

Sparklets  syphons 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

3/90 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

2/60 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

2/60 

2/60  — 

1/30 

